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Do you Graft or Root?
Early in my hibiscus days I made the mistake of asking on the “international” (that’s
worldwide) the difference between grafting and own roots and which one was better?
I did not realize the can of worms I had opened and just how controversial the subject was. Here’s the simple answer and the main discussion at our meeting next
Tuesday night. The simple answer is that grafting has been the propagation method
of choice for decades however currently many growers (including Bobby Dupont)
are finding that better than 80% of your babies can be reproduced on their own roots.
So my personal comment is: if your chances are 4 to 1 in favor of own roots then that
is good enough for me. I will go the own root route and would suggest that for the
majority of you that is probably the direction you should take too. (we’ll have more
on that Tuesday night)
We’ll also discuss our chapter shirts and Sandra and I plan on being your models for
the evening. I promise to “suck it in”. Sandra, on the other hand, just has to be her
gracious self and simply walk around. I have an opinion as to the suggested route we
take however I will wait until Tuesday to voice it publicly. I’m sure you can hardly
wait!
As I stated at our last meeting there is really not a load of excitement going on with
our babies during the months of July and August. That’s the bad news. The good
news however is if we continue to do the suggested maintenance procedures during
those months then in September, October, and November we should be back in business and our babies should reward us with spectacular blooms. September is here!
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Here’s a quick hit on what I have been doing with my plants……..
1… I continue to fertilize. Remember that regardless of how often you fertilize that
the constant watering and our normal rain fall causes those nutrients to leach through
our soil that much faster. Give them a little extra and pay attention to the results. I
even sprinkle granular Osmocote (14-14-14) in the base of my pots and continue to
fertilize with my water soluble fertilizer of choice. I would suggest you do the same
thing.
2… Pay attention to the coloring of your leaves. If your leaves on a particular plant
are light green then chances are that your plant lacks iron so spread some iron granular or water soluble in your pot. It normally takes 10 days to 2 weeks to see a difference. I have also noticed that I get that light green look if my plant is retaining too
much water. During our summer that probably not the case but if you see that look at
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a different time of the year then immediately repot that plant. It may even be necessary to bare root it.
Some people would also tell you that once show season is over that it is a good time to prune back your plants. For me
that has always been extremely difficult but I listen none the less. The simple rule is: if your plants are in the growing
season then you can prune your plants at any time. Some plants get too leggy and some hobbyist want to give their
plant a better shape and new wood to produce buds on. That is totally your call.
I look forward to our discussion next Tuesday evening. That’s assuming this storm doesn’t come our way. I guess
we’ll know soon enough……….

I’ll see you Tuesday………….Buddy
**********************************************

Your appropriate quote of the month………..
“One thing you can learn by watching the clock is that it passes time by keeping it’s hands busy”
** get your hands busy in your garden. They’ll like you for the time you spend.
**********************************************

Here’s are a few excerps from an article in the Hidden Valley Hibiscus newsletter………….
pay attention!
The Potassium/Phosphorus Difference…….does it really matter what fertilizer I use?????????????
Potassium does many good things for hibiscus. On the other hand, Hibiscus only need small amounts of phosphorus
and do not benefit from more. Our approach has been to provide mid-level amounts of nitrogen to stimulate hibiscus
growth, small but adequate amounts of phosphorus to support root development and other plant needs, and a large
amount of potassium to encourage blooming, increase flower size, strengthen branches, and as a support for plant
health. We also include all the other minor minerals that horticulturists have determined are necessary for hibiscus.
These are mostly included in chelated form that helps hibiscus absorb and use them.
A point of confusion that people sometimes ask about is the high level of phosphorus in fertilizers that supposedly increase flower quantity, such as those products often referred to as “Super-bloom” or “Bloom Booster” fertilizers.
These products contain high or extremely high amounts of phosphorus that will injure hibiscus if used regularly. (they
did testing to back up their findings)
Potassium, on the other hand, is highly compatible with the needs of hibiscus. Potassium is needed to build cell walls
around every cell in all parts of the plant, so high levels of potassium build strong wood and branches on bushes. Potassium also increases pigmentation, size, and weight in flowers, making sturdier, bigger, more colorful flowers. An
old trick used by those who compete in hibiscus shows is to spray their plants with potassium nitrate (HVH Hibiscus
Booster) for the couple of weeks leading up to a show. Time and time again larger, brighter flowers have resulted
from this extra “boost”.

I think I’ll try that.

**********************************************

A closely quote………
“It takes more to plow a field than merely turning it over in your mind”.
** put these ideas to work for you. Your flowers will reward you.
**********************************************
Ladies and Gentlemen……...That’s a rap for the September newsletter. Put those hands in your pots, fertilize regularly, pay close attention to the amounts of potassium in your mix, but most of all enjoy your plants. You’ll have better, healthier, and more blooms. After all, isn’t that why we remain “Hooked on Hibiscus”?
See you Tuesday September 2nd at 6PM at the Ira Nelson Center. Pay attention to that storm.
Have a great Labor Day……….Buddy
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