October 09
Newsletter

Hibiscus Baby Birth
Over the last week I’ve been having a lot of fun reading individuals responses on the yahoo
to my question, “during the non blooming time of the year what do you do?”
Most of the answers have been predictable but you like seeing those responses in print just to
confirm your own thinking. I heard things like, 1) I’ve decided to prune my plants early this
year to give them adequate time to grow out and regain their strength before they are put up
for our winter. Made sense to me 2) From a grower…..we’ve been taking root stock cuttings
and sticking them in oasis cubes. We will eventually graft up close to 10,000 plants for customers. 3) I’ve been inspecting for insects and doing whatever was necessary to eliminate
them from my collection. (she should have attended our last meeting) 4) this individual
talked about his preparations for winter and his culling process. Determining which plants
stay and which ones need to hit the road. Etc., etc.
Note: no one was talking about blooms. They were all talking about their ongoing preparation for the next batch of blooms or getting prepared for the cold and dampness ahead.
If you get email and you read the ones I send to the yahoo then you should have seen what I
am doing. Like you, I’m still doing the necessary things to try to get a few more blooms before bloom season ends. That means that I’m fertilizing and applying some Epsom Salts to
my babies. I’m also paying close attention to leaf coloration as I try to identify those plants
that are struggling for some other reason. Here’s something that I have noticed. Occasionally
I’ll see a plant that seems to be in need of water. After I examine the potting mix and find
that it not dry I immediately remove the plant from the pot. 9 out of 10 times guess what I
find? I find an ant colony inside my mix. That happens more than you know. Of course, I
immediately take care of those critters.

Madame Dupont

Spotted Pony

Unnamed Seeding

The end of September and the whole month of October are excellent months to do some
cross pollinating so give it a try. You might find a new excitement in life. (Sandra and I will
demonstrate for you at our meeting so come prepared)
Guess what? We are all just like you. It matters not if you are a collector, a commercial
grower, or whether you are brand new to this hobby. It seems like we are
always getting ready for something.

Sarah’s Run

I guess that will never change.
Don’t forget our chapter meeting next Tuesday October 6th at the Ira Nelson.
6 PM……………...see you then……..Buddy

********************************************************************

Unnamed Seeding

Quotes of the month……..

“The mighty oak was once a little nut that stood it’s ground”
(not sure how that applies to our plants but I liked the quote)
And

“The garden that is finished is dead”
(our work is never done. That much I can guarantee you)
***********************************************************************************************

Chapter Quick notes…………………………………………
1...soon to be released, a new potting mix designed specifically for hibiscus. The manufacturer is Fafard and the mix will feature
Cajun Hibiscus (Dupont Nursery) on the bag. Preliminary reports call for more pine bark in the mix and will also a product
called Root Shield which is combatant of fungus. I really like the sound of that.
2...don’t forget I’m willing to name seedlings after people of your choice. Don’t hesitate to ask me. Here are a few who have
asked Mary Castille, Bera Smith, Katie Stout, Beverly Hayes, Mignon Arton, and probably a few more that I’m forgetting as I
write this. This is fun for me too.
3...I need to get rid of some more pots and other selective items I’ve collected from Home Depot, Lowe's, and other places. The
other items would include trays and containers to plant seeds in etc. If you have any need for maintenance items you might want
to check with me first. I will not keep these extra items after November.
4...I have more water soluble fertilizer for you. I’ll bring zipper lock bags to the meeting. The fertilizer is free. The only thing I
ask is that you use it. After your initial bag you can simply ask me for more. It’s that simple.

***********************************************************************************************
TUESDAY MEETING MAIN TOPIC…………….

Hybridizing or, as I call it, Hibiscus Baby Birth
Sandra Theall and I will walk you through the entire process with power point and practical demonstration………
***********************************************************************************************
Final Call……
1). The month of October is election of officers for 2010. Each of you will receive a call from our call committee during October
to inquire if you have any desire to be an officer for next year. (unless you want to volunteer in advance). The offices available
are President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Give this some strong consideration. Remember each of us started from
scratch so experience is not necessary.
2). Our chapter has just received a DVD for each member of over 3000 hibiscus blooms. These DVD’s will be given out to all in
attendance at the October meeting. If you can not attend and would like for someone to pick up your copy for you then please
make those arrangements yourself. Others can be picked up from me at a later date or at the November meeting.

***********************************************************************************************

See you Tuesday night at 6…………. Buddy
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