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HOOK£D ON Hl131SCVS

MEETING:
Tuesday, October 3 at Ira Nelson Horticulture Center on Johnston.
Meeting time will be at 6:30.
Refreshments to be furnished by Carolyn Cormier with drinks fumished by Tammy Latiolais from last month's meeting.
Next month Sandra Theall & Dr. David Tate will provide food items; Frenchie paid for the drinks which Rick will provide for
him.
ADIEU: Our chapter bids a fond farewell to Bera Smith who is moving to Sugarland, Texas. Bera has sold her house and
is moving closer to family. Bera, we will truly miss you and your smile as well as your influence with Festival des Fleurs.
Your help, not only with the Festivalbut with other garden clubs and shows in promoting the chapter and hibiscus has
been invaluable. Many do not know the extent of your assistance and support of our chapter. You are truly.a gem and
we all will miss you dearly. You are a/ways welcomed whenever you are back in the area. Good luck with your new life.
APOLOGY:
I feel I must apologize to
published, the election ballots not mailed,
had just had an embedded wisdom tooth
say that I have just about recovered from
patience during this time.

all the members for last month's meeting. Not only was the newsletter not
but the meeting was an e\ctremelY short one. As most who were there knew, I
removed the previous Frid~.and I was not in good shape whatsoever. I must
this ordeal. And believe me, do not wish this on anyone. I thank you for your

BALLOTS: Since we did not get the ballots out last month, I have sent them out this month. Everyone should have
received them by now, filled them out and returned them to me. If you have not mailed them back, then bring them to the
meeting so they can be counted. Remember every vote counts!
QUESTION ABOUT RUNNING FOR OFFICE: In the past (as well as .currently)
a question was raised as to whether
or not a person who belongs to more than one chapter can hold office in each of the chapters. I was not aware of any rule
that said one could or could not do so. I contacted Pat Merritt and posed that question to her. Here is her response:
"RiCk, that is fine. Not a problem. I served as secretary of Space City at the same time I was president of Lone Star. I
now serve both chapters as membership chairman.
Roz served as a director of Space City while he was
president of Lone Star. We never ran into any conflicts of interest. Can you think of any potential conflicts in your case?
One caveat, the officer in both chapters must be full members of both chapters. I would not let an Associate or Affiliate
member hold a position on my chapter's board. Roz and I are full members of both Houston area chapters (two copies of
The Seed Pod)."

FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: Plans are still on track for the meeting on November 1 o" - 12th at the Hilton Towers on
Pinhook. All members are encouraged to attend. Rick announced that all chapter members will have the banquet paid
for by the chapter. All the members need to do is to pay for their registration. This fee will be paid directly to the chapter
and the chapter will then take care of the remaining banquet fees with the National. Everyone from the chapter is urged to
turn out for the welcoming night buffet on Friday as well as the banquet on Saturday night. Additionally all meetings are
open to all members. This is an excellent way to see how the society operates as well as a chance to meet the officers
and directors of the society. Please feel free to come to the meetings and participate.
I know some of our members have expressed suggestions to me that they wish presented to the National. This is the
time to formulate your thoughts and write up a brief description on what you would like to see changed or modified.
Present them to me so that I can submit them to Eddie Griffith, the Chairman of the AHS so that they can be included in
the upcoming National meeting. I need this information no later than the middle of October.
'

Blooms and Things
Picture this if you can ..... about four weeks ago I got a call from a lady from Lake Charles who I did not know. We talked
very briefly about who she was and how she got my name. She was very friendly and I really enjoyed the brief
conversation. Finally this is what she said, "Buddy, it is our understanding that you are quite enthusiastic about your
hibiscus flowers. Would you be willing to come to Lake Charles and speak to the Lake Charles Ladies Garden Club about
your beautiful hobby?" Are ...you ....kidding ..... me? You KNOW I accepted her invitation. If she would have only known,
I probably would have made a donation to their club, just to have the opportunity to talk about my babies. I was really fired
up! Now comes the big question so I said, "Sue, how long do I have? I'm thinking she is going to give me at least a day
and half to tell them all I know. Unfortunately she said, "Oh, you'll have about 15 minutes!" Wow, I can't tell you my name
in 15 minutes but I'll give them the best I can in those few moments. Somehow I'll get through it all and I'll try hard not to
embarrass the chapter. Rick will be going with me .... I guess to make sure that I don't screw up. Actually I asked him if he
wanted to go and he was gracious enough to accept.
Somehow there's a message in all of this. What better way to enjoy a day than by spending time talking about something
that you truly love. I can think of nothing better. Once the mission is complete I'll give you a final report. I'll bet you already
knew that.
I hope that your summer months went well and that your babies survived once more from these unbearable
temperatures. Now it's time for our plants to enjoy these new temperatures and to adjust to this new climate. I promise
you, it won't take them long to bounce back. It's quite nice outside, isn't it? This morning I found myself clearing leaves
and weeds from my pots and pinching off those ongoing ugly yellow leaves. I even moved a few plants around just to
make sure that they got plenty of this wonderful sun shine. It's an ongoing and never ending project but one that I wouldn't
trade for anything.

As we head into the fall, my selection for hibiscus of the month is snowy
and magnificent Byron Metts. She is always a winner in my book and is
the purest white bloom I've ever seen. If you don't have this baby, don't
even hesitate .... get it. And then when she blooms for the first time you
will see a perfect flower and it will serve as your reminder as to why we
are all and continue to be "Hooked on Hibiscus".

In Demand World Famous Speaker Buddy

Post Script.. ... Both Buddy and I went to Lake Charles to meet with the ladies of the Lake Charles Ladies Garden Club. It
was a well attended meeting. And true to his word, Buddy could not say his name in just 15 minutes time. Buddy spoke
for approximately 1 hour and left me about 2 minutes to talk about the chapter and the American Hibiscus Society. (Just
joking here Buddy .... but it did seem like only a couple minutes.) The ladies asked questions about growing hibiscus,
fertilizing, planting in ground vs in pots, types of pots, etc. Speaking for Buddy, we had a very enjoyable time talking and
fielding questions. There were the typical oohs and aahs from the ladies over the blooms that Buddy brought. Some
were ready to buy them right then and there if we had the plants available for sale. After the meeting both Buddy and I
both received numerous comments that this was one of their best meetings they have had and how much they
appreciated our coming. It was certainly great to have been able to go and to be so warmly received. We really enjoyed
ourselves.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: As our calendar year is quickly winding its way to the end of the year, so too, will our
monthly meetings be ending. November will be the last official meeting until March. During the coming months, it will be
time for us to get our plants and to check them over and get them ready for wintertime. Most of our lives will be filled with
getting ready for the upcoming holiday season. Most of us will be extremely busy with all of the activities that occur during
this time of the year. I mention this at this time as I would like all members, before getting too busy with the Fall
Membership meeting and the holidays to take a few minutes to think over what we can do to improve our meetings. What
do you want to see or to do? Are you interested in having speakers? If so, what topic? Do you want demonstrations
such as grafting or hybridizing?
What are you willing to do to assist? We all have opinions and suggestions and
everyone's opinion is important. As everyone knows, you can always voice them but now is important as the new Board
and I can work to achieve what you, our members, wish to see or do. Please send me your suggestions so that I can
address them with the new Board of Directors in January.
It is also time to decide where we are going to have our annual Christmas party. Last year's party was held at the
Petroleum Club. This year I would like to suggest going to Gallagher's Restaurant on East University. This year it would
be an informal outing. The restaurant, which is normally closed, would be opened up for our private party.
This is just my suggestion and we will open up the floor to other suggestions and then vote on where we would like to go.
We must plan this early so that arrangements can be made to secure the chosen location.
As a reminder the chapter will pay for your dinner at the Fall Membership meeting. You are only responsible for the
registration fee of $12.00 (per person). Please send your checks made out to the Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter AHS to
Rick Landers 352 Allen st. New Iberia, La. 70563. Once we have received your check, we will add your name to the list
for the banquet on Saturday night. Please send your checks no later than October 15th so that we can process them and
let the National know the number that will be in attendance. {Remember the buffet on Friday night is open to all AHS
members at no charge.}
I want to thank everyone in advance for helping make this historical event a success. It is an honor to be associated with
such a dedicated group as what we have here in Lafayette. That is one reason I have bragged aI/ along and will continue
to say that our chapter is one of the greatest chapters, if not the greatest chapter in the society. For without you and your
energy we could not and would not have made the Mike Bernard Acadiana chapter such a success.

Remember this chapter is YOUR CHAPTER.

As with our flowers, you get out of it what you put into it.

IT WILL MAKE US ALL GROW AND BLOOM! And everyone loves beautiful blooms!

