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Next Meeting Tuesday October 4th 6 PM
Hibiscus Baby Birth
_________________________________________________
Seedling #12

HELLO EVERYONE
These cooler days have come as a blessing to us and to our hibiscus. Working out in
high 90's heat is no fun but with this temporary cooling down, we can begin to enjoy our plants
as they will begin putting out some spectacular blooms again. It is also the time to begin
thinking seriously about hybridizing. A couple of weeks ago we also had some delightfully
cool days so I began my attempt at hybridizing for the fall season. I pollinated approximately
12 to 15 plants and more than half of them have "taken." Whatever the temperature and
weather conditions were on September 9, it was the perfect condition for my effort with the
pod of Snow on the Mountain X E Ku'u Morning Dew ( from Hawaii). The pod is large and
already beginning to turn brown. Next year I want to record the weather and temperature conditions for each of my crosses and compare the results. If I turn on the t.v. and they tell me
that the temperature and conditions for that day will be in my "pollination range," then I will
get to my garden as soon as I can.
I want to mention a common phenomenon around this time of year. The other morning I went out to give my plants the first "once over" for the day and my very first thought
was....I don't remember having so many yellow blooms. Yes, you guessed it. There were very
many yellow leaves. Seeing so many yellow leaves at this time of year is not uncommon.
You will find among those yellow leaves that are about to fall, tiny little green leaves that are
putting forth new shoots. Thank goodness for that. Do not be alarmed. This yellowing of
leaves shall pass.
Speaking of pollination, Buddy will be giving us a presentation on pollination either
first hand or from a power point presentation using our newly purchased computer. PLEASE
BRING TO THE MEETING, one plant that you have that has a fresh bloom with pollen.
You may wish to have your plant pollinated by a plant that you do not have. I will provide the
tags. Remember to bring the whole plant if you want your plant to be a receiver of the pollen.
If you want to be the giver of pollen only (the male or father), bring only the bloom. Let us
see if we can create new beauties for the world.
As you know by now, there will be a wonderful grafting paty at Houmas House on
Sunday, October 2nd, hosted by the New Orleans chapter. So far, ten of you have responded
and we look forward to seeing you there. If anyone else would like to attend, meet new and
old friends, and get some new plants inexpensively, please contact me at 337-893-0064 before
the 1st of October as the kitchen staff at Houmas House need to know how many are to be
seated for lunch. If the weather remains even remotely like it is today, it will be a glorious day
for all of us.

Seedling #2

Cherry Splash

Grand Fiesta

Hannah’s Love

Please bring your competition seedlings to the meeting. We will offer more little prizes. Also, please bring extra
blooms. If we have enough blooms and time, Rick and David will set up another mini show which we all enjoy.
October is election month. When we meet, I will ask for nominations from the floor for all of the offices. We will vote
by secret ballot and the new and/or returning officers will be announced as soon as the ballots are counted before the end of the
meeting. I hope that all of you consider seriously how you want your club to be run for the next year. I feel confident that 2012
will be a very good year for our chapter.
Jenny Marcantel, Carole Broussard, and Mignon Arton...your group is scheduled for refreshments for our October meeting.
See you on the 4th, Sandra

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Officers for Hibiscus Year 2012………….
Who will lead us through the next years ahead? Get engaged and help to direct the future of our club. Having fresh ideas comes
from having new people involved. Consider putting your name up for an officer position…….

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Blooms and Things …….
The following article should help you to maximize your flower output in the closing months to our hibiscus year 2011. Special
thanks once again to Charles and Cindy Black of Hidden Valley Hibiscus for some great suggestions to closing out our
year…….

How To Have a Blooming Good Finish to this Growing Season
Whether your area had one of the hottest summers on record (many did this year) or one of the coldest summers on record (as
coastal California did), the fall months leading up to winter are some of the best months for hibiscus blooms. Here in southern
California we have seen excellent blooming all the way into December some years, and we can pretty much count on flowers all
the way to Thanksgiving. The question is - how to get the most out of the fall blooming season?

Nutrition First
The answer is really pretty simple. First, make sure that plant nutrition is up to what it should be. Fertilizer makes a huge difference in number of blooms, size of blooms, and the color of the blooms. HVH Special-Blend fertilizer is an ideal hibiscus plant
food. It contains everything that hibiscus like and need. This is the time to up your use of it if you have not been using it regularly. Even if you are feeding with a good timed-release fertilizer, adding some HVH Special-Blend in the fall will help insure
maximum blooming.

HVH Hibiscus Booster is potassium nitrate, a combination of high amounts of potassium and lesser levels of nitrogen in the
nitrate form. Hibiscus respond to this unique nutrient in surprisingly positive ways - surprising because often you can see a visible difference within 1 to 2 weeks of adding Booster to your hibiscus feeding program. Booster stimulates more buds to form,
even with plants that previously were making few or no buds. It also boosts flower size and intensity of color in hibiscus flowers.
We recommend that Booster be used two times per month during the fall blooming season, starting the first of September in most
areas. Mix it in water at the rate of 1 teaspoon per gallon and soak the root zone with this solution. Booster can also be sprayed
on hibiscus leaves and buds for a fast "boost". However, many people have noticed that they get some yellow leaves following a
foliar application. This can be avoided by using only 1/2 teaspoon per gallon for a foliar spray. If you do get some yellow leaves
after a foliar spray, don't worry, the hibiscus are in no danger and the yellow leaves will fall and be replaced by new leaves.

Location, Location, Location
Second, consider the location of your pots. If they have spent the hot summer months in a good bit of shade then fall is the time
to move them into more direct sunlight. This will help encourage flowering during the cooler months of fall. In cooler weather,
hibiscus can take sun all day without a problem, and will respond to extra sun with lots of bigger, more colorful flowers.

Keep Watering!
Third, pay attention to watering. Hibiscus bloom best if they do not experience the stress that comes from drying out too much.
They may not need as much water in fall as they did in summer, but even so, one key to great blooming is making sure the water

supply is ample and never gets too low.

Watch out for Pests
Last but not least, hibiscus must be protected from insects that lay their eggs inside hibiscus buds. Thrips are the worst offenders
in most areas, but in Florida and some other places the hibiscus gall midge is even worse. Some moths and butterflies also lay
eggs on hibiscus buds, but this is less common. Thrips are common. They live everywhere that flowering plants exist. It is almost
a certainty that they live in your area. We take the preventive approach to thrips as the fall season arrives. We assume they will
be causing bud drop to a greater or lesser extent as bud counts increase, so we spray Spinosad over the tops and buds of our garden hibiscus. We do this three times over a two-week period - for example the first three Saturdays in September. Three treatments are needed to break the life cycle of any thrips already present. If you only do it once there will be a temporary improvement, but the thrips will quickly return. Spinosad is a very mild insecticide, approved for growers of organic foods. We highly
recommend this product for the specific purpose of protecting flower buds on your hibiscus.
If you live in Florida or think your hibiscus may have been infested with hibiscus gall midge by hibiscus brought into your garden from Florida, you need to take a different approach. Spray with Bayers 3-in-1 at least three times with a five-day interval
between treatments. Every day during the treatment period, collect all yellowing flower buds from the hibiscus bushes and from
the ground beneath the bushes. Place them in a sealed plastic bag and throw the bag in the trash.
If butterflies or moths are laying eggs on your hibiscus, you can treat them with any product containing "BT," a special bacteria that attacks only the larvae of moths and butterflies. It is organic and quite safe for people and pets and can be found at
any garden center.
Now you are ready and your hibiscus are primed. We hope you enjoy the show that is about to unfold as your hibiscus do their
best blooming of the year!

______________________________________________________________________________________________

OUR MAIN TOPIC TUESDAY NIGHT................... Hibiscus Baby Birth
Last month we discussed propagating our plants through own roots and followed up with a demonstration on grafting. This
month we'll talk about creating new hibiscus or as I like to call it, Hibiscus Baby Birth.........this will be our main topic for discuss and demonstration for our meeting Tuesday October 4th.
Come prepared to learn the whole process from selecting the proper plants to the process itself. We'll have time to spread a little
pollen and I'll actually show the results of my last batch of seeds. Here's a hint......they look pretty good.............
Remember, every plant you admire today started with the hybridizing process ……. See You Tuesday Night …….

Buddy
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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