November 2011
Newsletter

Next Meeting Tuesday November 1st 6 PM
This is our last official chapter meeting for the year 2011…We have no main
topic but we will probably discuss…..Winterizing your plants…...
_____________________________________________________________________

TRUE AUTUMN GREETINGS EVERYONE
It is a rare privilege to be able to say autumn greetings in south Louisiana and really
mean cool weather. What a treat for all of us and for our hibiscus. The icing on our cakes is
NO HURRICANES this year! We have been truly blessed so let us enjoy this magical time.
We have time to hybridize and to get our plants ready for winter while not frantically rushing
them into the greenhouse, garage, or protected corner without proper care.
If you have greenhouses, I recommend that you clear out your greenhouse and spray
the empty greenhouse before you place your first hibiscus in it. This is good preventive medicine. Take each plant and examine it carefully for scale, spider mites, mealy bugs, thrips
( only on blooms), and the dreaded white fly. Remove all dead or wilting leaves. Take cuttings and wood for grafts, if possible. Now that you have this lovely cool weather, I would
spray every single plant before putting it in the already sprayed greenhouse. Make sure you
have some kind of heat when the temperature drops below acceptable hibiscus temperatures.
As much as possible, place plants not touching one another (usually not possible). When the
weather is not too cold, open the greenhouse windows or doors for circulation. I have not actually tried it, but I hear heat from Christmas tree lights will keep your plants warm enough
over the winter.
If your plants remain outdoors, be sure that they are trimmed down and covered with
lots of mulch, paper, blankets, or even covered with trashcans or cardboard boxes to keep the
cold wind and frost off of them. Never cover your plants with plastic as it usually results in
burned or cooked plants.
Many of you attended the lovely grafting party at Houmas House last month. With
some luck, you might be beginning to see tiny bits of green coming out on your grafts. I was
told not to become anxious for at least six weeks but it is terribly hard to see the young grafts
every day and not take a peek. Do what I say....be patient; not do what I do....peek !!
As a little aside for those of you who may someday have an ant problem similar to the
problem I fought in late summer. I tried quite a few chemicals, then I read somewhere about a
spray consisting of Murphy's Oil ( a furniture polish) mixed with a couple drops of liquid detergent (I use Dawn). I sprayed my ant covered buds and in a short time, the problem was
gone.
We had an election last month for the officers who will serve our club for the 2012
season. I am so happy to announce that the following members have accepted the responsibility and the reward of serving our club next season.
President..................ANN PELTIER
Vice President..................TIFFANY CHIARULLI
Secretary...................JENNIE MARCANTEL
Treasurer....................BUDDY SHORT

Eye Spy

Night Runner

Madame Dupont

Magnifique

4th of July

I believe that the officers chosen could not have been better. I look forward to your ideas and your orders. I would like
to say that Ann, Tiffany, and Jennie might be surprised and certainly pleased when they realize what a wonderful group of members that they have to work with. My terms as president were so enjoyable because our members were so cooperative. I thank
all of you for a wonderful two years. I hope that I can become as good a member as all of you have been.
We will be having our November 1st meeting at the usual time and place. Refreshments will be served by Beverly
Hayes and Carolyn Cormier.
I checked with the Ira Center director and he said that we could use our meeting room on Tuesday, December 6 for a
Christmas party. When we meet on the 1st of November, we can decide.
Look forward to seeing you then,

Sandra

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote of the month………….
“The right angle to approach a difficult problem is the “try-angle.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Visit…… This past Saturday Tiffany, Ann, and Lorraine paid a visit to our home for a discussion and demonstration
on grafting. Naturally we talked about other maintenance areas, too. Ann brought some special goodies and once I finished eating about 6 or 7 of those beauties we got down to business. We had a ball and a personal invitation is extended to each of you to
do the same. It’s really a great way to spend some “hibiscus” time during the dreary months of winter. Come on by…….but call
or email first……..see ya

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Chapter website……. www.acadianahibiscus.com
December, January, and February are great months to browse through our chapter website to pick up bits of information you can
use next year. Why not make it a point to do just that.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Blooms and Things ……. we can not close out our hibiscus year without giving you information on how best to protect
your plants through the colder months.
The following are 3 articles or comments on Winterizing Your Plants and each of you should find what works best for you and
plan ahead. You’ll be glad you did…….

1.)

Here’s an article written by our friend and hibiscus expert, Barry Schlueter. His article appeared in the Petaloid which is the
monthly newsletter of the Lone Star hibiscus chapter. Thank you Barry

Winterizing
It seems to us that winter just ended, and a most memorable winter season it was. But alas, we’ve now endured a very hot summer and the dark side of our year is on its way back to Houston. Soon that August heat won’t seem nearly so awful.
Are you ready for this coming winter? Will you be when it arrives? A November frost is not so rare here, but many years the
hibiscus outside stay happy through Christmas in Houston. Surely we are due for a mild winter year after enduring last winter. But given the variables, your only hope is to stay connected to weather reports beginning November 1. And Be Prepared.
Here in October we can make the most important decisions of the winter by deciding which potted exotic hibiscus will endure
the winter in which locations. Some hobbyists use colored flags in pots or a splash of spray paint on outside of pots to remind us
where to put that pot when the first cold weather whistles into town. Even that minimal planning will save some plants and some
anxiety.
We put our most precious plants in the warmest locations. Most of us lack huge and spacious greenhouse facilities, but we have
some sort of greenhouse or porch or warm brick wall or heated garage or oak tree which can save a plant. And those plants hardest to replace will naturally get the warmest location for winter.

At the other end of the value spectrum, our big rootstock plants at best get dragged underneath an oak tree where they will benefit from the few degrees of protection the tree offers. Other, more valuable hibiscus get a spot near a covered porch where they
can easily be shifted under the overhang for a few nights white frost or freeze is an issue. Making all those decisions now, during mild weather, is perfect activity for this month.
Other essential activities for October hibiscusing involve editing your collection of hibiscus. You know which ones have produced so few flowers this year; will you really keep those another year on the off chance that a Best of Show something will
emerge on the perfect show date from that stingy bloomer? Even if that happens, will other hobbyists assume that the winning
variety blooms well, and struggle to acquire their own plant, helping keep in commerce an unworthy, stingy bloomer? Consider
discarding such shy bloomers, for all our sakes.
Assuming your winter facilities are in good repair, your last October chore is to conquer any disease you find in your collection. Giving a clean plant a winter home makes for some delightfully carefree winter months, but spider mites, midge, mealy
bugs, and fungus disease love the reduced air circulation of winter locales. IF you put diseased plants into a greenhouse, or
crowd them onto a porch, disease is guaranteed to spread and give you the wintertime blues.
If you have grounded hibiscus, their chances of winter survival are best if well established, but if you intend to plant some in October, here are some guidelines. Select planting spots on the south side of your home where the house deflects north and northwest winds. Choose locations near heat retaining structures like swimming pools, brick or stone walls, or masonry floors or
walkways. Hibiscus will love the heat such locations give back to them at night.
For grounded hibiscus, the more wood you can protect from cold, the sooner rebloom will occur in spring or summer. Some of
us saw this happen in 2010 when hibiscus came back from freezing to the ground but didn’t bloom until late summer. Using
layers to insulate your grounded plant will work best, starting with coarse burlap or cotton, kept dry by a layer or two of sheet
plastic pinned down to resist winds. But in warm winter days the plastic has to be removed to avoid cooking the covered
plants. Likewise, greenhouses must have plentiful ventilation here, to allow escape of hot air when temperatures rise.
Oversized tomato cages can protect lots of hibiscus wood if covered with fabrics and plastic, or even if filled with leaves or pine
needles. Get the cages in place in October and organize your cage-covering materials so they are ready for use when cold
weather arrives. Well watered hibiscus will experience less cold damage than dry hibiscus, and spraying foliage with products
like Wilt Pruf before the cold front will provide a few degrees of protection, as will lightweight row cover fabric if you can keep
it in place opposing the winds.

2.) (article from Hidden Valley)…. thanks to Charles and Cindy Black

Hibiscus in Winter
Keeping Them Warm
Above all else, hibiscus want and need to stay warm. At the most basic level, they need to be grown where the temperatures do
not freeze. If possible, we want to do better than just keeping them above freezing. If there is any way you can grow your hibiscus in temperatures above 60°F (15°C), they will love you for it and show this by staying nice and green and healthy. They may
not bloom much, but next spring they will be way ahead of hibiscus that have had to fend off winter chill. There are many ways
to keep hibiscus warm. Greenhouses are excellent, garages aren’t bad, but sometimes the best place is inside the house where
they get to grow in the same temperatures that you live in yourself.

Some Light Please!
Hibiscus need light to photosynthesize, but they don't need nearly as much as you might think. If you grow your hibiscus indoors, any type of light you can provide is better than no light. We have seen hibiscus overwintered inside a basement with nothing more than a shop type fluorescent light hung above them. They didn’t bloom much, but they did stay nice and healthy until
they could be moved outside the following spring. A friend in Sweden, where the winter nights are long and days are not much
brighter than the nights, has grown her hibiscus inside her apartment using only the artificial lights that her family used to light
the apartment. She said that even adding one additional fluorescent type light near the plants caused them to perk up noticeably.
The point here is that you do not have to spend a lot of money to provide light for the hibiscus – any light will do as long as they
have some.
Hibiscus can be lighted 24 hours a day and will be glad for it. If the only available light is weak and does not appear to be sufficient, then try leaving it on all the time. Hibiscus can use every bit of light they get, so see what you can come up with that does
not break the bank!

Feed Me!
Hibiscus will appreciate fertilizing regularly throughout the winter. It's a myth that fertilizer should be stopped for hibiscus in the
winter. The HVH Houseplant Formula is designed exactly for hibiscus living in the house, garage, or some other kind of shelter.
It provides every possible nutrient that will help keep hibiscus healthy. If you use the Houseplant Formula every time you water
all through the winter, your hibiscus will stay green and growing slowly, even in low-light conditions.
Or if you prefer, you can use the HVH Special-Blend Fertilizer at least once per month. A weekly feeding is even better. Hibiscus won’t grow much unless you have them in a warm place with lots of light, but the nutrients will keep them healthier and better prepared for renewed growth in spring. Supernova is another excellent nutrient to help counter the stresses of winter. We recommend it highly.

3.)

Finally a personal comment or two……..winter is a rather dull time of the hibiscus year for me but I quickly snap out of it
as I realize that whatever I do to properly prepare my plants for winter will put me that much further ahead come springtime.
What you actual do will depend on the number of plants you have and whether your plants are in the ground or in pots.
Here are some things I do in both instances.

IN GROUND My daughter has about 20 in ground plants that we will dig up before the temperatures drop too low. She and I have determined
that we will take a 3 step process. 1) we will prune back her plants, root or graft a few pieces, and send the extra wood to a commercial grow 2) after two weeks of recovery, we will dig around the root ball without taking the plant out of the ground 3) after another 2 weeks, we will dig up the plant and place it in a pot with fresh potting mix. Dad will then take her plants to our
home for the balance of winter. Good ole Dad.
Our strategy is to put each plant under the least amount of stress possible so we will do this gradually. We hope to save them all
by doing it this way. All other in ground plants will be covered with a freeze cloth first and then with a trash can. This worked
well for me last year so I will do the same thing again this year.

IN POTS I bring all potted plants into my garage and storeroom for protection and reluctantly bring them back outside when the weather
allows. This is tough on the ole back but seems to give me the best possibility of early blooms. I will suffer through.
Where you place your plants is totally up to you but always remember that the southern wall of any structure is always a good
spot for a plant left outside.
Having several freeze clothes handy is also a great thing to have. They can be picked up at most of the big stores or at a Feed and
Seed store like Thibodeaux’s in Abbeville or Chastant Brothers here in Lafayette.
It should be noted that a cold north wind will suck the moisture out of your plants and ultimately kill them if left unattended. Do
what you can to block that cold wind. It’s important.
The most important item is to have a game plan and be prepared. Are you?

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Ladies and gentlemen, that’s a rap for our hibiscus year 2011. I hope you enjoyed yourself, made a few new friends, and picked
up a couple of useful pointers along the way.
A special Thank You to our outgoing President, Sandra Theall for a tremendous job and a special welcome to our new leadership
for 2012. As they say, “The Beat Goes On.”

Keep those plants “toasty”. See you in March 2012 (or whenever you come by)……………….

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
of the American Hibiscus Society
For more information contact: Buddy Short at 337-232-2446 or Fax: 337-232-9183
Send an email to: buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com
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