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Planning Ahead
Tuesday November 3rd is our last official hibiscus chapter meeting
of the year 2009. I think the entire year has been another exceptional 12 months and it will
be my pleasure to review for you several of the accomplishments of our entire year.

1)..March.. Our first meeting of the year and a hardy welcome back to each and every

Bob's Delight

member who survived those dreary non blooming months. We do it every year but it’s still
hard to be upbeat and positive about our plants when they “just sit there”. The good news is,
WE MADE IT! And now a few green shoots are starting to come out.

2)...April.. Festival Des Fleurs kicked off our fundraising efforts for the year and I think
anyone who either attended the show or worked during this event would quickly agree that
there is no better way to start the “bloom year” than by seeing some of the new Dupont creations in person. Our sales for those two days were excellent and we walked away with
around $900 net to add to our account. That made our Treasurer proud. Once again I was
sent home after the show with the money pouch. I guess the ladies were telling me that I am
a trusting soul. In a way, I guess that’s good!
Houston kicked off our area shows and Dr. David Tate and I attended on behalf of our chapter. We represented you well by walking away with 3 of the Head Table awards in our category. There is nothing like having your blooms selected as the Best in the Show. If you
haven’t experienced that feeling then it is time that you make that an objective for the coming show year 2010.

Me-oh, Me-oh

June’s Dragon

2)...May.. Our Louisiana show season started with the Baton Rouge show. President Damon
Veach of the Red Stick Chapter and his members once again put on an exceptional show and
it was our pleasure to support their outing. Again several Head Table awards were won by
our chapter.
Here to me was a highlight and certainly a bit of information I found striking. I learned later
from the assistant show director that in the Open Collector category there were 82 single
gold ribbons handed out. That means that to win the Head Table award in that category
YOUR BLOOM had to be selected from 82 possibles. WOW!!!! I am very happy to say that
they selected my bloom. I was humbled and excited at the same time.

Night Runner

New Orleans followed Baton Rouge and I think our chapter was awarded 4 Head tables. Another outstanding showing.

3)...June.. Our show makes the news. Cathedral Carmel once again was our host and we
had 5 Head table awards. THAT IS EXCEPTIONAL!!!!!! Imagine my excitement as I
watched Mark and Theresa Gore win two Head Table awards in the Amateur division. What
many of you do not know, or remember, is that they had 14 gold ribbons. That number is
staggering!!!! And then there was the other Amateur award for Best single won by my

Chads

daughter Christianna and my granddaughter Hannah. I’ve won many Head Table awards but I admit I was never more proud
than seeing that head table ribbon. You could be next. (by the way, Sandra Theall and I also won Head Table ribbons) Another
banner show performance by our chapter!

4)...July… time for our annual “new member” barbeque and celebration. I think this year we had 44 people attend but the number that really sticks out to me was that in the year 2009 we picked up a total of 19 new members. Attrition in all organizations is
predictable so picking up new members to carry the banner is essential to long term prosperity of any type organization. My congratulations.
5)...August.. Now known as the Ice Cream social meeting. During this month it’s really hard not to talk about the heat and how
it continues to effect our plants. What’s the key word for the month????? SHADE!!!!!
..more important..Theresa Gore helps me out by agreeing to put on a power point presentation on the importance of proper potting mix and the different trace elements of fertilizer and how they effect your plants. I hope you were there to learn something.
Her presentation caused me to check out several of my plants that didn’t look to good. What I found out was that my PH reading
was way off.

7)...September.. again Theresa jumps in and presents a power point on “Insects, good and bad, and how to combat their present” 2 things stand out. Be very careful with insecticides. She probably said that just for me. I admit I don’t pay close enough
attention to how I make their application. I’ll do better. The second important comment or suggestion is, “use the hose first!”
Nothing like a nozzle setting of “JET SPRAY”. I’m doing better with that one too. I saw many an insect go flying!

8)...October.. Hybridizing or Hibiscus Baby Birth…….the whole process was broken down along with suggested flowers to
start with. I hope we caused “one” person to give it a try. It requires great patience but the end result is all worthwhile.

9..November… and finally we’ll close it out with a discussion on Over Wintering. (see article to follow) If you were a member
last year then I’m asking each of you to jump into this “open” discussion and share with our members what you did, good or bad,
last winter to protect your plants. Believe me, everyone can learn from you even if you killed every plants in your collection.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Quote of the month……

“Flowers leave some of their fragrance in the hand that bestowed them”
And..

“In my garden, after a rainfall, you can faintly, yes, hear the breaking of new blooms”

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Article written by Father Robert Gerlich from the New Orleans Hibiscus chapter……….

Time to Winterize
Anyone who has lost plants during the winter knows how important it is to take proper precautions before one is faced with an
imminent freeze. Perhaps this is why advice on protecting plants is so ubiquitous at this time of year. The last issue of the Seed
Pod has an article on winterizing hibiscus. Charles Black of Hidden Valley Hibiscus has published an excellent discussion on
preparing plants for winter. And any number of garden forums and hibiscus websites have taken up this same theme. Those of us
fortunate enough to have a greenhouse at our disposal will need to consider preparing the space to bring our plants into shelter.
Heating units need to be tested and perhaps repairs undertaken. For those of us with plants in the ground, or in pots that cannot
be moved to a convenient sheltered space, need to plan for a frost, or God forbid, a freeze.
If possible, one should move plants to a southern exposure, where there is some windbreak on the north and west. Cold wind literally sucks the moisture out of the plant and it dies of desiccation and not freezing. So whenever one is judging a particular
weather situation it is essential to consider: degree of cold, length of cold, wind conditions, location of the plant and moisture
levels. The stronger the wind, the dryer the atmosphere, the more exposed the plant, the less cold is required to do damage.

Hardening Off Plants
Although tropical hibiscus can cope with some light freezes, there are some important factors that need to be taken into consideration before leaving the plants outside during cold weather. First it is important to “harden off ” your plant before cold weather
arrives. Reduce the amount of fertilizer, especially fertilizers with a high nitrogen content. Nitrogen promotes new growth and
young tender growth is more susceptible to wind and cold damage.
Plants that have been exposed to cool temperatures at night become “hardened.” Their tissues respond to the colder conditions by
becoming more resistant to cold and wind. Potassium in the form of potassium magnesium sulfate will aid the plant in this hardening off process.
Additionally, there are spray products, such as Cloud Cover and Wilt Pruf, which do provide a few degrees of protection, but I
have never used them but I tend to distrust them. This type of product might work well on hollies, but hibiscus are too prone to
defoliate and I suspect that these commercial sprays will simply produce a mass of yellow leaves followed by complete defoliation.

Protective Coverings
Although a hardened plant is better able to withstand lower temps, it is not immune to cold. If the plant is in the ground, covering
the plant is sometimes the only real solution. Many nurseries and mail order companies sell “thermal blankets” or “frost protective covers” that can hold in an added 5 to 8 degrees of heat. Here in New Orleans that is often the margin between life and death
for your plant. Cardboard boxes are also good covers, as is newspaper bundled around the plant and covered with an old sheet or
bedspread. Do not use plastic bags or plastic sheets to cover tropicals, since they do not provide any real insulation.
If you have a lot of plants in the ground and just cannot cover them all, pile as much pine bark or organic mulch as possible
around the base of the plant. Even halfway up the plant is O.K. Remember to remove the mulch or covering after the freeze danger is passed or you may well promote fungal/collar rot or smother your plant’s root system.

Care Tips for the Winter Months
Remember, it is generally better to keep plants a little on the “dry side” during the winter since the tendency is to overwater. Before watering, test the soil with your finger to check moisture levels. If the plant is indeed dry, water. Some large plants in bright
conditions might even require multiple waterings per week if the room’s air is particularly dry. But remember too much water or
fertilizer will actually weaken the plant and make it more susceptible to insect and spider mite attack. Be sure to empty out the
saucer underneath your plant after the water has drained through, since sitting in water will increase the chances of root rot.

Yellow Leaves -- Normal?
If you are storing plants inside a garage or house for any length of time, yellow leaves on hibiscus are to be expected. Any
radical change in environment generally produces a moderate number of yellow leaves on hibiscus.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
That’s it for this month. I look forward to seeing each of you soon……….
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