Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us at the next meeting
Tuesday, June 4th at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Thanks to everyone who helped with show setup, entered blooms, and worked at the
show. YOU made it a success. The link to the official pictures from our show is
http://www.rozpat.net/2013lafayette.htm. With show season coming to a close, our hibiscus
will be blooming and putting on a show in our yards. We now need to turn our attention
to keeping our babies blooming and thriving during the approaching dreaded “heat of
summer”. We know it is coming, so best to start implementing your plans now. Do you
have a plan? Come join us as we explore and discuss “Keeping ‘em Bloomin”.
Hope to see you there! Ann

Bloom Contest
The fifth photo has been selected for our
2014 Chapter Calendar. The winner is Black
Dragon entered by Sandra Theall. The
sixth photo will be selected at the June
Meeting, so bring your 4x6 photos. Each
member can enter one photo in the contest.
It does not have to be a recent photo, but
must be of a plant grown by you.

Happy Birthday!!

Mignon Arton

Mini Bloom Show

Diana McCauley

Bring your blooms to the meeting. We will

Gary Salmon

have a Mini Bloom Show. Each member can
enter up to 2 blooms in each of 3 categories:
Single-Double-Miniature.

Shelli Signorelli

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!!
Name:_________________________________

Phone Number:_____________________________

Address:_______________________________

Email:____________________________________

City, State, ZIP:____________________________________________________________________________

Deadline for dues is June 4th
Dues may be paid at the meeting or
mail form with your check to:
Buddy Short at 312 Vennard Ave., Lafayette, La 70501

HIBISCUS SHOW AND SALE WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!!!
I wanted to thank everyone who participated in our Show and Sale. It was a great success only
because of your efforts pulling together to make it happen. We had 535 bloom entries with
63% gold and 7 Amateur exhibitors. Everyone worked hard and did any job that was
requested—often times just taking it upon themselves to do a job when it was realized.
To each of the Coordinators—thanks for taking care of these areas so I did not have to worry. I
knew it was in good hands and would be handled as needed.
We sold for over $10,000 of Dupont plants and fertilizer while also making nearly $700 in
raffle sales, books and Space City Fertilizer. We signed up ___ new members.
I also want to thank everyone who went the extra “mile” to bring food—the great array of food.
I was concerned with not having enough side dishes and we had more than we could handle.
But I know no one went away hungry.
Take a bow because you all deserve it!!!!
Thanks, Carolyn Cormier Stoute, Show Chair

Congrats to Head Table Winners from our Chapter
MBAC Show

Infinity
Best Miniature Single
Ann Peltier

New Orleans Show

Ione Burden
Best Open Collector
Double
Buddy Short

Blueberry
Best Miniature Single
Theresa & Mark
Gore

Who Dat? Who Dat Critter on your Hibiscus?
Aren't you glad our temperatures have gotten warmer? The insects that torment our plants are,
too, and they are partying with glee! Feasting on your leaves and buds. Having wild sex and
reproducing like crazy in your soil and under the leaves and the bold ones are even having sex on
the outside of the pots. Scandalous! You need to put a stop to their orgies immediately or your
plants will die or at least suffer enough to severely weaken them and they won't be strong enough
to face our brutal July and August.
The damage these critters cause is easy to see but you don't want to wait until the damage is done
before eliminating them. When you lift a pot or touch a plant, and small white insects swarm the
plant, those are whiteflies. If there are wispy webs under your leaves or the tops of leaves are
spotted here and there with yellow areas and the undersides have rust colored spots, you have
spider mites. If your new green growth or your buds have what looks like a small bunch of tiny
green or yellow grapes attached to them, you have aphids. If the brown woody stems of your
plants have white dandruff, you have scale. If your blooms have white scratches on the petals, you
have thrips.
A strong blast from your garden hose will be your first defense against all but thrips. Isolate the
plant. Gently water the soil to prevent it from spilling, lay the pot on its side, and squirt the tops
and bottoms of the leaves and along the stem. Follow with a dousing of insecticidal soap,
potassium salts of fatty acids, pyrethrin or mineral oil, using the brand of your choosing. (Read the
label!) And they will die. Thrips are internal parasites and will need to be treated with a systemic,

meaning a powder or liquid applied to the soil. The roots will send it up through the stems and
leaves to the buds and the thrips will ingest it. And they will die. Better them than your plants!
Theresa Gore

Upcoming Events
Space City Show – June 2nd
MBAC Meeting – June 4th
Lone Star Show – June 8th
AHS Convention – June 20th-June 23rd
MBAC Meeting – July 2nd
New Member Barbecue – August 11th

AHS National Convention
June 20th to June 23rd, 2013
Marriott Boca Raton at Boca Center
5150 Town Center Circle, Boca Raton, Florida 33486
Tel: 561-392-4600

HOTEL RATE
$99 per night
Rate includes full hot breakfast
Reservations can be made by calling
888-888-3780
Identify yourself as a member of the
American Hibiscus Society
Or online at www.marriott.com/pbibr
Online Code is AHSAHSA
Deadline for reservations is June 6, 2013

AHS Costs
Registration $20
Friday Lunch $15
Saturday Night Banquet $35
Payable by check, Paypal, or
credit card to:
AHS Treasurer
P.O. Box 1580
Venice, FL 34284-1580

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
Before I write one sentence let me personally thank and acknowledge the tremendous effort given by every
member who worked to make our chapter show the success that it ultimately turned out to be. As your Treasurer
I will only tell you that we made money! How much money? Well, you’ll just have to come to the meeting on
Tuesday June 4th to find out.
I’m sure it’s just my imagination but it sure seems like we went from struggling with middle 40 degree nights to
it being in the lower 90’s in a matter of days. If you agree with my findings then you might also agree with my
simple maintenance theory. It is, “If I’m cold then so are my plants, and if I’m hot, they are too”. Simple
enough but what to do in this extreme heat?
I will answer that hot weather maintenance question by telling you what I’m doing in my yard right now to
combat these extremely high temperatures. Hot weather maintenance in a large part has a lot to do with the size
pot your plants sit in. If they are in 1 gallon pots then you will probably need to water them every day in this
heat and at times they will even need a nice cool down spraying when you get home in the evening. Look for
those wilting leaves, as they are normally a dead give away that in our hot summers your babies need attention
almost on a daily basis. As it cools down then your watering will taper off but in June, July, and August get out
that hose. If your plants sit in two, three, or higher gallon pot sizes then you’ll have to be a little more creative
in your watering technique. Use your best judgment.
To me Critter #1 in our clima te is Spider Mites. If you are not sure what they look like then seek out the
information on our website www.acadianahibiscus.com under “plant doctor” so that you KNOW exactly what
they look like and how best to handle them. THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT!!!! Look for yellow blisters on
your leaves and by all means if you see these yellow bubbles then quickly isolate that plant and then do
something about your insect issue. If you’re not sure what to do or what they look like then ask me or another
member and we’ll do our best to walk you down that road to recovery. The key will be to do SOMETHING!!!
Here’s a hint…….you can drown spider mites. Translated that means blast them with the water hose and be sure
to get underneath the leaves. Do it often and this may be enough to satisfy your situation if you get them early.
If that doesn’t work then purchase an insect spray that labels itself as a spray for mites. There are many such as
Triazicide, Bayer 3-1, Ortho, etc. I even noticed an aerosol can put out by Ortho called Rose Pride. I use that
when I want to do individual applications.
Start looking for shade in your yard or apartment. Your plants ultimately will like you if you can give them
some morning sun but afternoon shade. Again use your best judgment and experiment as to what works best for
you.
During our summer months I chose to continue to reward my plants with fertilizer but taper back my
applications to once monthly. A little hand full of Epsom Salts is also a nice monthly treat. Monitor your results.

I’m doing a little study as I write this to determine what is the chemical makeup of our Lafayette water supply
and once those results are in I’ll be happy to share this information with our chapter members. In my opinion
the PH levels in our water supply could really make a huge difference in the amount of blooms you get in your
yard. I would assume that would be of interest to you…………..
Our Louisiana shows are now over for the year 2013. Several of us will drive over to Houston to participate
over the next two Sundays. Wow! Seems like we just got started.
Whether you participate in shows or simply grow these babies for their beauty and personal pleasure, your level
of satisfaction will still be dictated by the quality and number of blooms you produce. Follow some of these
simple summer guidelines and your summer production should continue even though the outdoor temperatures
make it unbearable to even be outside. Remember, “If you’re hot then so are your babies”. That much I can
guarantee you…….
Good blooming everyone……See you on the 4th…….Buddy

For your viewing pleasure…..
A few shots from the show

MBAC Officers
President ~ Ann Peltier ~ 337-781-4992 ~ ann@acadianahibiscus.com
Vice President ~ Carolyn Cormier-Stoute ~ 337-962-7175 ~ carolyn.a.cormier@chase.com
Secretary ~ Jennie Marcantel ~ 337-824-5602 ~ bluesbabyj@hotmail.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

