Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
Merci Beaucoup
to Buddy and Kathleen Short for once again
graciously opening their home and gardens for the
Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter New Member
Barbecue! It was an absolutely wonderful day with
wonderful people and wonderful food! Thanks to
our Barbecue Master, Buddy, and to all who
contributed to the feast of appetizers, side dishes,
and desserts. Visit the Photo Gallery on our website
to see Rick’s photo layout of the day.

Master Gardener Plant Fest
Our chapter will be participating in the Master
Gardener Plant Fest on September 15th from 8am to
2pm at the Horse Farm on Johnston Street. This
will be a great opportunity to visit with people that
are interested in hibiscus, answer questions, do a
little advance advertising for our show next year,
and possibly pick up more new members, all
without the stresses of selling plants or putting on a
show. Our booth will be a tent under the oaks near
the front of the horse farm. Volunteers are needed
to man our booth. Please let me know the time slot
you will be available.

New Orleans Chapter Ice Cream Social
and Mini Show
Members of all the three Louisiana chapters have
been invited to join the New Orleans Chapter for
their annual, late summer ice cream social and minishow at Longue Vue House and Gardens, 7
Bamboo Road, New Orleans, LA 70124 on Sunday,
August 19th from 1:30 til 4:30 pm. (Do not pay for
entrance to the house unless you wish to visit it. The
pavilion is a covered area located behind the leftwing of the house. A parking lot is located directly
off the pavilion). Bring flowers!!! There will be a
mini-show. Blooms will be entered as Single,
Double, Miniature, and Seedling. Everyone in
attendance will be given a judge’s ballot to vote for
the flower that they consider the best in its class. A
light lunch is planned along with an array of ice
cream flavors. Sandra Barr and Peggy Vicknair will
be happy to accept any contributions of dips, salads
or desserts that you might wish to bring. Let Sandra
know what you intend to bring ASAP so that she
and Peggy can coordinate the offerings. Contact
Sandra at sandrabarr1066@gmail.com or phone her
in the evening 504-455-4512 if you plan to attend.

Upcoming Events
New Orleans Ice Cream Social and Mini-Show – August 19th
MBAC Meeting – September 4th
Master Gardener Plant Fest – September 15th
MBAC Meeting – October 2nd
New Orleans Grafting Party at Houmas House – October 7th
Please feel free to call me at 337-781-4992 or email me at ann@acadianahibiscus.com if you have any
questions or need additional information about any of the above.

Blooms and Things for August and September 2012 ........
Enjoy the pictures and wonderful memories from our 2012 New Members Chapter Barbeque. 52 people
attended and it was the huge success that we hoped for. My wife Kathleen and I were delighted once again to
host this fine event.
In the meantime, the following exceptional and timely article, written by our good friend and New Orleans
Chapter President Father Robert Gerlich, should assist you in providing adequate maintenance to your babies.
Our plants need some help and special attention at this extremely difficult time of the year so follow his
advice. IT IS RIGHT ON THE MARK!!!!!!!!

Mid-Summer Hibiscus
Apart from the show, we will discuss the problems and traumas of raising hibiscus during the heat of
the summer, and we will suggest some strategies for dealing with our beastly summer weather.
Hopefully, some of our members will be able to share some of their success stories with the rest of us.
Normally we have the problem of keeping our plants adequately watered during the summer months.
This can be tricky as pot-grown plants tend to suffer from the excesses of heat, water and salt buildup
that plants in the ground apparently shrug off without too much difficulty. This is due to the fact that
the ground acts as a “buffer” to extremes in the environment. Even so, plants in the ground will often
find it difficult to adjust to excessive heat.
Hibiscus will still produce lots of buds, but often these buds will fall off before they open. The heat
drains the energy from plants and the number and quality of the blooms generally declines. Yellow
leaves become more frequent and stressed plants are more susceptible to insect infestation, especially
by the dreaded spider mites. So be especially vigilant and check the undersides of the leaves frequently.
But our present situation is somewhat unusual. We are getting too much rain! And instead of drying
out, our plants are in danger of drowning! Root rot thrives in oxygen depleted soils (soils that have
packed down too tightly). So logically, we have to be extra careful to make sure that pots have
adequate drainage. If the holes at the bottom of the pot are being blocked, they need to be cleared. If
the pots are sitting on the ground, they should be elevated, even slightly, so that water does not
accumulate around the drainage holes. If the rain is over-packing the soil, the plant root system will be
starved of oxygen and the plant will die. If water is standing in the pot after a rain, the soil is too dense.
Either move the pot out of the weather in a protected location and/or consider repotting it. And the
sure that the soil mix is porous! Don’t trust commercial mixes, they tend to be too heavy. Use some soil
amendments like Coco Coir, sand, or soil conditioner to add porosity.
You might consider using a hydrogen peroxide solution (1/4 hydrogen peroxide to 3/4 water) on the
soil to add oxygen once the plant has dried out a bit. Another option is a Clorox drench (the soil should
NOT be completely dry), using 2 tablespoons of Clorox per gallon of water. This will help kill any
fungi in the soil.
Remember the soil mixes must provide a healthy, oxygen-rich, growing environment for our pot-grown
hibiscus. Whenever the soil becomes unhealthy, the plants are sure to suffer!

2012 NEW MEMBER BBQ
PHOTOS

a list of our new members. You are the
lifeblood of our chapter.

Our new members for 2012…(l-r) Greg and Katherine Schmidt, Debbie
Johnson, Sandy Scheuermann, Elizabeth Gardiner, Marc Davis and Mell
Davis, Lynn Randazzo. Missing were Stephanie Caillier and Jill Boudreaux.
They were probably still eating dessert. Welcome everyone!!!!!

Nice hats. Jo Ann and Nick Pugh. Nick and I got to talk
about falling off the roof. WE HAVE BOTH DONE THAT!

National President Damon Veach with his security guard
Danny Fontenot. I can tell that being President is serious
business.

2012 New Member BBQ

Doug Trahan telling me that it is time to
take the meat off the pit. I appreciate
Doug's help. I sure hope you got some of
Doug's jambalaya. So good!

a beautiful smile. This is new
member Debbie Johnson.
Welcome!

Happy 39th Birdthday Bera. Always nice to see
your smiling face.

Tiffany Chiarulli, Buddy, and Deb Spencer discussing the
latest maintenance issue.

"It was this big". Sandy Scheuermann telling her husband
Larry how big one of my blooms was.

Rosario Capritto with my old friend Don Higginbotham.

"Is my shirt tucked in?" Martha Dousay smiling for the camera. She was probably outside trying to sign up a few new
members.

2012 New Member BBQ

Lovely ladies...Sandra Theal, Sandra Barr, and Debbie
McGovern.

Everyone wants to talk to the President. Damon with
his entourage. (l-R) Sandra Barr, Dottie Ziranski, Danny
Fontenot, his lordship, Mary Delcambre, Peggy Vicknair, and
Liz Williams.

Nick and Deb Spencer, the Pit Man, and Dottie Ziranski.

Bill Ziranski (r) putting out some real intelligent conversation
on newcomers Mad Dog Davis and his wife Mell.

Here they are. Our new members Stephanie Caillier (L) and
Jill Boudreaux waiting to be served. Those two smiles
brightened the whole room.

“Dessert Anyone?" Barbara Messina and
Debbie McGovern. I'll bet they sampled each
offering!

“Smile Pretty"

