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MEETING LOCATION CHANGE: Tuesday, April 4th, the chapter will meet at Buddy Short's home. Buddy will go over the
steps for hybridizing. It should be a very informative and interesting program. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:30
pm but Buddy said to come early if you wish. Refreshments will be furnished by Buddy Short & Rick Landers. The May
meeting will return to the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center.
st

FESTIVAL DES FLEURS: Don't forget about Festival des Fleurs Saturday, April 1 & Sunday, April 2nd• If you signed up
to volunteer please come at the appropriate time. We also need some help on Sunday afternoon.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME: Reminder to reset your clocks forward 1 hour Saturday night/Sunday Morning.

_

BAGS: Our long awaited bags have finally arrived. All chapter members get one bag. If you did not get yours at last
month's meeting, they should be available at this month's meeting as well as at the May meeting.
DUES DUE: Yep, it is that time again. Time to get
changed the due date from the end of June to the
memberships will be from June 1st to May 31st. Dues
$15.00 for associate members.
Please fill out the
payments to Ricky Meaux or Rick Landers.

your dues paid. Actually we are a bit early this year. The National
beginning of June, so we are having to start collections early. All
will remain the same as last year at $32.50 for full memberships and
form that is enclosed with this newsletter and return it with your

DUPONT NURSERY FIELD TRIP: Bobby has invited the New Orleans chapter and our chapter to tour his nursery in
Plaquemine on Sunday April 23rd• It will be promptly at 10am. We will have a good chance to purchase plants at discount
rates (checks and cash only). After the tour we will have lunch with the Duponts. If anyone wishes to furnish a dessert,
Bootsie would be delighted to add it to the lunch. Otherwise everything will be handled by the Duponts. Please let Rick
Landers (258-0068) know if you are interested in attending so that we can make the necessary food arrangements.
GET WELL QUICK WISHES are being sent to Bootsie Dupont who had gall bladder surgery on Tuesday, March
Everything went smoothly and she is home resting and in good spirits.
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NEW MEMBERS: Please join me in welcoming several new members to our chapter. They are Harold & Deni Taylor of
Sunset; Beverly Hayes of New Iberia; Barbara & Leo Satchez, Jr. of Lafayette. We invite you to join us at our monthly
meetings and shows. Let us know if you have any questions that you need answers. We are here to help.
SHOW SEASON: The show season is upon us once again.
Sunday April 30th with the Lone Star chapter in Bellaire, Tx.

The first show in the Texas/Louisiana

region will be on

NATIONAL ELECTIONS: Shortly you will be receiving a letter from the American Hibiscus Society. Inside will be a ballot
for the upcoming elections. Please take a moment and fill out the form and mail it back in. The last election, 2 years ago,
not very many people took the time to vote. Please don't do this again this year. Take a bit of interest in your chapter and
in the National Society. I suggest to you, our members, that you support those members who have supported our chapter
as well as the other chapters in Louisiana. Many members don't know some of the names, although the pictures and a
write up of each candidate is included in the current issue of The Seed Pod (as soon as it arrives). If you are at a loss as
to who to vote for, may I offer the following recommendations:
President, Sam Andrews; 1st Vice President, Roz Merritt;
nd
2 Vice President, yours truly (Rick Landers); Secretary, Patricia Merritt; and Director, Wayne Cameron. All of these
members have been to our shows and have helped support our chapter and it is my opinion they would be great officers
and a much needed boost to the National organization.

Blooms and Things

by Buddy Short

Last month I made an early announcement that during the month of March I would have a seedling bloom for the first
time. Well, it didn't disappoint me. On March 6th 2006, Carson Thomas Short decided to be a part of this world and came
out with his eyes wide open. (maybe he just wanted to see my plants?) The pod parent was my little daughter-in-law, Vi
and the pollen provider was my son, Bobby. The seed pod carried only one healthy seed but with some attention that
seed grew strong and was fully developed. We dreamed of what he/she might look like. The process took a long time to
see the final result but when it finally happened, Little Carson turned out to be more than we anticipated. He was really a
beauty and was our first grandson. I'm sure that ou alread know that Morna Kat and Papa Bud are mighty proud of their
new arrival.
.
Carson Thomas Short
Born:

Q3-06-2006

Weight: 61bs

Height: 18 314 inches

As I reflect on that unbelievable experience, I can't help but draw a parallel to bringing a new seedling into this world for
the first time. It's a totally new creation and just like Carson, it is seen by the WORLD for the first time. That's huge to mel
Maybe that's why I love hybridizing so much. Yes, it's hard and it's confining but when that bloom finally appears, all of the
effort is worthwhile and the sweat that was on your brow goes away .... forever. This next months meeting April 4th will be
held at our home and my wife Kathleen and I look forward to sharing our residence with you. We will do our best to make
you feel like you are part of our family and in a way, I guess you are. It's the way it should be. Rick has asked me to talk to
you about what I know about the whole hybridizing process and I have accepted that duty. He asked me cause I'm just
like you, trying to do and learn something new for the first time. I plan on showing you every little thing that I have learned
about this amazing procedure. I plan on showing you the mistakes that I have made and there are many. I'll show you
what material I use and I'll even show you some alternatives for you to consider. You'll have an opportunity to see first
hand where it all begins and you'll even see some of the end results. Finally when the evening is drawing to a close I'll ask
you to join me in our pursuit of the next "Black Dragon". It's out there just waiting for us to find her.
Rick has provided you with directions to our house however if you get lost or confused call me on my cell phone at 2780946 or resident number 234-5696 or office line 232-2446. 1'1\talk to you until you get here. If anyone desires to come
early, you are welcome. (I don't care what time it is!) I will gladly show you my plants and where I operate. Spring is here
and I can't wait to see those magnificent blooms.
My pick for flower of the month of March is predictable. It's a seedling that I'm calling, Baby Carson. Both of those little
toots are pretty and it is my pleasure to pick this bloom in the honor of my little man. That bloom and his birth are a
constant reminder to me why we are all "Hooked on Hibiscus".

See you on the 4th

Hybridizing Budd
Baby Carson
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Directions to Buddys House. 312 Vennard

I'll assume that most of you know where the Lafayette airport is. My house is about 1 mile from the airport next to
Oakbourne Country Club.
I'll also assume that you can get to Pinhook.
Take Pinhook heading North towards the Evangeline Thruway (1-49) or the Breaux
Thruway or 1-49, take Pinhook (N) to the second red light which is Simcoe and turn
should see a sign on the left that says "Oakboume Estates". That street is Vennard
last house on the second block on the right. (312 Vennard, corner house) You can
side entrance.
The door will be open, so come on in
Buddy's cell
Buddy's home
In home office

.!'11 be waiting for you

Bridge Highway. From the Evangeline
right. Go about 1/2 mile and you
Ave. (my street) My house will be the
park in the front or come around to the

Buddy

278-0946
234-5696
232-2446

Driving directions to Dupont's Nursery:
The Dupont Garden Center is located at 58405 Belleview Dr. (Hwy 75) in Plaquemine, La. There are several ways to
reach Plaquemine.
Perhaps the easiest is simply to take \-10 east towards Baton Rouge, and take the exit to
Plaquemine, (LA 1), follow the road to the junction of Hwy 75 which is the same as Belleview Dr., take a right and
continue across the railroad tracks for approximately three-quarters of a mile. There is a large sign "Dupont's" on the lefthand side of the road.

If you get lost you can call Bobby's home number at (225) 687-2096 or my cell (337) 258-0068.

Anyone interested in going to Dupont's Nursery and needs a ride, please get in touch with me as soon as possible.

EDITOR'S NOTE: We are entering into the prime hybridizing season and it is for this reason I asked Buddy to give us his
talk on what it takes to be successful in hybridizing. Two key elements are patience and commitment. Without either of
these, you are wasting your time. However the results can be wonderful. Just take a look at Bobby's Black Dragon, or
some of the seedling blooms that he is forever teasing us with at the meetings. You don't have to be a commercial
venture to do hybridizing. The average person can do this. Take a look at Sandra for example. A few years ago, she
was just growing and babying her plants. I convinced her to try her hand at hybridizing. At first she was not successful in
getting any pods, but with persistence and a determination not to let it get to her, she has produced some real beauties.
Miss Winnie, for one, is outstanding and is one for her to be very proud of. It has everything that most commercial sellers
look for in a plant. It is a good sturdy plant with good looking foliage; the flower is beautiful and it is huge. It is my hope
this year to see Sandra enter that bloom in one of the shows in the Texas/Louisiana region as a seedling. And I wish her
all the luck in the world for it to become a bloom that everyone "must have". And this is just one of her seedlings. I have
seen a couple others and they are something to behold. Who knows maybe Sandra, Buddy or YOU will have the next
Black Dragon. Wouldn't that be marvelous? Come listen to Buddy Tuesday night. And if you have any blooming plants,
bring them. Maybe you might just come up with a winner also. If not, you at least will have a one of a kind that you
created. Now wouldn't that be wonderful!
At the May meeting, I am going to go over the steps for the process to enter blooms into a show. We intend to have a
mini show that night, so bring your blooms. Also at the May meeting we are going to hold another auction with proceeds
going to our chapter. Bring anything you wish to put up for auction including plants, ceramics or other items. It is great if
it is hibiscus related but it does not have to be. Last year the members that were in attendance had a wondeliul time with
nd
the auction.
So mark your calendars now for May 2 meeting at the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center in Lafayette.
fd
Saturday, June 3 is the annual Abbeville Daylily Festival. Our chapter plans on having a booth again this year selling
plants, signing up new members and promoting hibiscus.
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At the June meeting we will go over the final details on our show and sale on June
There is the annual AHS
convention will be held in Bradenton, FI on June 1S_18th. Then join us on Tuesday July 4th for our annual Bar-b-que at
Doug & Lou's home in Maurice. Last year we could not hold it due to the evil twin sisters that decided to visit our state, so
this year in addition to celebrating our nation's independence we can give thanks for surviving a rather rough 2005. And
what better way to spend it than talking hibiscus and spending the time with great friends.
Also in the upcoming months, we have shows in Bellaire, Tx; Pasadena, Tx.; Baton Rouge; and in Rosenberg, Tx. New
Orleans is still undecided at this time. It is my hope that if they do have a show this year, that as many of our members as
possible will go to support them. Goodness knows they could use it. And let's not forget about the tour of Bobby's
Nursery on April
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As you can see there are many activities coming up within the next few months. Please plan on being part of as many as
possible. Your participation is what makes things happen. This society is only as good as the members within the
chapters. Bring a relative or friend to the meetings. We are always on the lookout for new members. And let's not
forget.
.

Remember this chapter is YOUR CHAPTER.

As with our flowers, you get out of it what you put into it.

IT WILL MAKE US ALL GROW AND BLOOM! And everyone loves beautiful blooms!

--------

