Mid May 09
Newsletter

Special Chapter Newsletter
I’m putting out a short (no pun intended) mid May newsletter as our final preparation before our annual Hibiscus Show. Everything seems to be in place but a few
last minute reminders are always worthwhile.
Saturday May 30th all volunteers will gather to assist with the final set up of the
gymnasium. Plan to arrive by 8:30 if you can. As an incentive, your chapter will
once again have a sign in sheet for all arrivals. Sign in immediately. After we finish our set up all signees will have an opportunity to purchase up to 3 plants at the
chapter discount of 20%. We will go by the order in which you arrived so come
early if you can. (Here’s the good news…..we will not run out of plants so come
when you can)

Plum Pizzazz

I will bring over our chapter supplies between 8:15-8:30 and will need some muscles to assist me in the unload. Additionally, our rental tables and chairs should
arrive about the same time so we will also need help with the set up once inside the
gym. We know exactly how they go so that should be the easy part. Once the tables are set up then we will cover them with our colored fabric. Guys, please leave
this part to the ladies. They are MUCH better at it!

High Voltage

Mr. Dupont should arrive shortly thereafter with the plants and they will be set up
just as they were last year on the outer edges of the gym.
The cafeteria area is FABULOUS and having this facility back is indeed a blessing
for our show. Sandra, Debbie and I went by Tuesday for our final review and were
so impressed. Debbie Gaspard is totally in charge of this area so check with her if
you have any questions about when to bring your goodies. Acadiana Bottling is
again providing our soft drinks free of charge. They ask for nothing in return. I, on
the other hand, simply say to each of you, support these local people if you can by
buying their drinks. That’s the least we can do.

5th Dimension

Night Runner

The promotional area is always an important item and one that is largely responsible for our show success. I ask you, Are you doing your part to promote our show?
Have you sent out any flyer emails inviting people to be your guests? Have you
placed flyers where others had access to them? If you know someone at a newspaper or TV station, have you asked them for their promotional help?
These are all huge items and so important if we intend to have lots of people going
through our gates. Here’s the good news.

Magic Moments

“IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO TELL SOMEONE ABOUT OUR SHOW IF YOU DO IT TODAY AND EVERY
DAY”
We’ll be putting out a few banners around the area but they alone are not enough. You must do your part. I know you
will.
Here’s my final thought for today………..I’M COUNTING ON EVERY ONE OF YOU TO DISPLAY BLOOMS
AT OUR SHOW!!!!!!!!!!!! NO EXCUSES unless of course you have no blooms.
*************************************************************************************************************************************

YOUR GUIDE AND REMINDER FOR SHOW PRESENTATION……
1...start today (if you haven’t already) inspecting your plants. You should already be seeing buds popping out so you
should have some idea of what MIGHT be available. Nothing is for sure but it’s fun dreaming anyway.
2…give your plants some extra feedings. Some presenters feed every couple of days before an upcoming show. It also
doesn’t hurt to give your plants a good foliage feed. (that means let the water soluable fertilizer flow over the leaves).
3...pay close attention to our weather. If it’s cool and dry then you’ll probably need to water them each day. Nothing
like water flowing over the roots of your plants. This time of year you really don’t have to worry about over watering
but NO SAUCERS please.
4...on show day your advantage is that our show is in town. Pick all blooms that you THINK might open today. Take a
small inventory before hand so you don’t forget a flower back home. There’s no tomorrow, so pick them all.
5...at our last meeting we suggested that you transport your buds in cups to minimize any damage to your bloom. I further suggest that you pick up some snow cone cups and simply drop your bud in the cup. Pick them early or even the
night before and they will start to open before you get there.
6...once you arrive go put your blooms/supplies on a table and go sign in. All amateurs must sign in at the front table.
That will give you a presenter number for identification purposes. The wood blocks and display wires will already be
there for you. If you are new to this then set up next to someone who is experienced and pay attention. Once you’ve
set up a couple of blooms you will be a veteran. That’s how we all got started.
7...once your blooms are set up they must be tagged and given to a runner to present for judging. Once that is completed then go get a cup of coffee and wait for he results…………
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT”S SHOW TIME 2009. I hope you plan on getting a gold ribbon for your bloom. Or
better yet, I hope you’re planning on being at the head table. And while I think both of those objectives are certainly
worthwhile the more important role of each chapter member is showing off our babies. For that you all get a
gold ribbon……….

See you on Setup Saturday May 30th and Show Sunday May 31st…….invite the world………..
good blooming…………...Hibiscus Buddy

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
of the American Hibiscus Society
For more information contact: Buddy Short at 232-2446 or email at buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

