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Plant Night
This short paragraph will prove to me how many of you actually read this newsletter.
Why?? Because next Tuesday night May 4th has been designated as “PLANT
NIGHT”. Every member who attends this very important planning meeting will receive
a new plant compliments of your club. The plants look healthy and the selection is excellent. I even have a few garden variety for those of you who prefer the easier maintenance plant. How do I know the plants look good? Because I take care of them at
my house. Might be fun to grab a plant and then barter with someone else to exchange plants. I’ll let you figure out how to do that.
See you Tuesday night!!!!!! ……. Buddy

Great White

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Red Riding Hood

HELLO EVERYONE
Two months down and two to go for what we call in the gulf region "hibiscus
season." The season is based on the first meeting of the year for each chapter to the
last official show in our area which includes Louisiana and Texas. Our own show on
June 6 is the caboose which will close the season. Of course there are often exceptions and the Red Stick Chapter in Baton Rouge headed by Mr. Damon Veach is just
such an exception. The Baton Rouge chapter conducts a meeting/social every month
of the year instead of going dormant from November to March.
You probably know that because of the normally mild winters, Florida conducts
shows all year so they do not have a "season." I mention this because the first show
of our Gulf coast area was held on the 18th of April in Pasadena, Texas. Unfortunately, none of our own members nor those from the Baton Rouge chapter attended
due to NO BLOOMS yet! But...Mr. Dupont and Father Gerlich, the president of the
New Orleans chapter, did attend the show to represent the Louisiana contingent, and
as they say in cajun country...." They did us proud." Mr. Dupont and Father working
together won:
Best Commercial Single with..............Tahitian Princess
Best Commercial Double with.............Queen of Dreams
Best of Show Single with....................Red Planet
To you both.....CONGRATULATIONS. as a p.s.....since most of you are amateurs,
you might be interested to know that there were only three ( yes, just 3) amateur exhibitors. Do you know how easy it would be for you to win a head table ribbon?
COME ON! Join us in Baton Rouge on May 2nd for the first Louisiana show of the
season. Remember, all you need is one bloom to have a chance to win. Both Buddy
and I will be attending the Baton Rouge show. If you need a ride to the show contact
Buddy at 232-2446 or contact me at 893-0064. We would be thrilled to have you ride
with us or call us if you want to follow us in your own car. Buddy will be giving you
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directions to the show location at the end of this newsletter.
Since I am talking about blooms, I want to say a brief word about snow scale to you. There will be more on
this and other pests later in the season. I took my plants out of the greenhouses and noticed that I had snow scale;
tiny white specks all along the branches of a plant. If left completely unattended, it will eventually kill the plant, but I
mention it now because I have found that the very easiest way to get rid of the scale is to put your garden hose nozzle on jet or blast, the narrowest and most powerful stream, and hit or knock off the scale covered branches so the
tiny pests are literally blasted off of the branches. If you do this for several days in a row (depending on how bad the
infestation), your problem along with the scale will be almost obliterated. For a less violent and slower removal of
scale, use a spray bottle filled with rubbing alcohol and spray wherever you see the scale. The main problem with
this method is that the leaves do not like being sprayed with alcohol. You can also spray the branches with alcohol
and use an old tooth brush to brush them off. Being impatient and with a touch of sadism in my being, I opt for the
garden jet stream. I will bring an example of snow scale to the meeting.
Festival des Fleurs will be upon us only four days after our meeting. So far, I have 9 members who have
signed up to help work the festival. I hope that more of you will consider helping us. I do not believe that we can
manage the expected crowd with so few workers. The work sheet will be put out in case anyone else can see their
way to helping us. Thank you in advance. Speaking of Festival, if you have a club shirt, by all means wear it to
the Baton Rouge show and to the Festival. If you would like to have a shirt, contact Buddy at 232-2446 and he will
order it for you.
The April winners of the seedling competition were Rosario Capritto who took top honors followed by Doug
Trahan and Rita. It was a close competition. Rosario won the metal yard hibiscus. I have another flower waiting for
a new garden when you competitors bring your seedlings for the May competition.
I will bring one of my plants to the meeting to give you a demonstration of repotting. Hopefully, some of you
have plants left from last season. Later in the season we can have a session where you bring several pots to be repotted and trimmed back. For this meeting, I want to concentrate on getting you "bloom ready" for a show. If you
have an extra bloom or two, bring it along to the meeting. We will hone your judging skills again.
Please remember that all membership dues are due by June 1st. The cost is $35.00 for full membership. If
you have a friend who lives too far away to attend meetings, he/she could be an associate member who would pay
only $10.00. Maybe we should have one meeting devoted to "bring a friend night"!
Our resident "Ann Landers" of hibiscus is your former president, Buddy Short, who will welcome all questions
relating to hibiscus and he will give you pointers on how you can acquire, enjoy, and keep your hibiscus healthy and
blooming throughout the year. Buddy will give a demonstration at the last quarter of our meeting. Have your questions ready.
In closing my portion of the newsletter, let me thank Ann Peltier again for the April refreshments which were
excellent and thank Mark and Theresa Gore who will provide us with refreshments for our May meeting. All who partake are grateful and say, "Thank you!" Until and beyond May 4, may your plants grow and bloom.

Sandra
______________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday May 2nd…… Red Stick Chapter hibiscus show…. (Baton Rouge)
Directions are: cross the Mississippi Bridge in Baton Rouge and take the first right which will be Highland Road. Continue on
Highland through the LSU campus until you see the Coliseum on the left. This is where the show is being held.. Participants can
enter at 8AM for bloom preparation. All blooms must be submitted for judging by 11:30 AM. Doors open to the public at 1 PM
(See Sandra’s note concerning riding with someone.
Tuesday May 4th….. Our important chapter meeting… 6PM at Ira Nelson Center
Saturday May 8th….. Festival Des Fleurs, Lafayette… Starts at 8AM and ends at 6PM. If you can help,
please volunteer!!

Sunday May 30th….. New Orleans Chapter show…. Directions later
Sunday June 6th….. Our chapter show… Cathedral Carmel School. See our flyer at the end of this newsletter.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Festival Des Fleurs - is Saturday May 8th which is the day before Mother’s Day. This is our chapter’s #1 fund
raiser for the entire year. We need as many volunteers as possible as not to put an undue burden on those that work
the show. Shifts are flexible however we ask that you commit to at least 3 hours. Speaking from a personal standpoint, it is loads of fun. Come join us.
If you can volunteer you can either sign up at the May 4th meeting or you can email me. I will mark down the time
you can be there. If you prefer to call I can be reached at 232-2446. Leave a voice message if I am not here.
THIS IS IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Old Business
1) Chapter shirts can still be ordered by contacting me. The cost to you is $15 as the chapter picks up the additional
cost. Tee shirts also available at $10.
2) If you are competing in the seedling contest then be sure to bring your seedlings to the meeting for evaluation

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Chapter Dues
Annual Chapter Dues of $35 are due now.... active rosters and dues renewal are to be sent into National around
the 1st of June. Dues can be presented at the Tuesday May 4th meeting or by mail to me at 312 Vennard Ave.,
Lafayette, LA 70501. If you have recently joined the club (IE: Brad and Jennie) , additional dues are NOT necessary.
**As a courtesy, if you are not renewing your membership, would you simply click reply and let me know. That way
we won't have one of our phone volunteers bothering you about your dues renewal..............I thank you for the
courtesy and hope you enjoyed the fellowship......... Buddy

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Blooms and Things
This meeting we will review and demonstrate suggested methods on how to handle new plant acquisitions. If you
have bought plants this year this should be interesting to you.
We will also review the small brochure, “Thanks for Taking Me Home” (included) which is handed to each individual buying plants at Festival or our chapter show. Each volunteer can use this brochure as your “talking points” as
you assist a customer.
For those of you unable to attend this upcoming meeting the following is an exchange that recently took
place on the worldwide yahoo dealing with the new acquisition topic.
Someone asked me to discuss in summery the maintenance routine I use after I have purchased new plants. The
following is word for word from my answer.
“I have noticed in the past that occasionally I would have a new acquisition struggle to get settled at my house. I finally decided that I had to do something different.
**Remember Cindy that the large majority of my plants are Dupont plants in 6 inch pots but I do the same thing with
all new plants. I first had to remind myself that each plant was coming out of a protected greenhouse environment
and my new plants had to be gradually exposed to the outdoor elements. That meant, no full sun and maybe even
staying in my storeroom for several days getting morning sun through my east facing windows.

So here are my steps today…..
#1… Gradual exposure is my first step.
#2… When I feel they are ready for outdoors I will remove the plant from the pot to determine if they can remain in
the original pot for the time being or need to be moved up to a slightly bigger pot.
- if the roots are plentiful and circular then I will gently move the roots around and move them up to the next pot size
( normally a 2 gallon)
-if they are to remain in the original pot then that requires something else. I noticed that Dupont plants (and probably
others) are actually watered and fed from the bottom up. Many times I noticed that even after I had watered with the
hose, my plants looked OK but not great. I wondered why so I took then out of the pot again. At this point I noticed
that there was no water getting to the bottom of the roots. At this point I submerged them in a 5 gallon bucket and got
out all of the air pockets. You’ll see little bubbles coming up until it is completely soaked.
**regardless of routine, these plants are placed under my shade cloth until I believe they are ready for more sun.
#3… If a new plant starts to lose leaves I will do something. I no longer just do nothing! Recently I had several that
didn’t look that great to me so, even though they were new, I bare rooted each plant and started over again. Remember that was on a new acquisition. I noticed this morning that they are all doing great now and sprouting new leaves. I
believe that their displeasure was caused by “how they got started” at my house.
I now pay close attention to new plants to make certain they get started right. I truly believe this is a key point!!
…..works for me…….hope it helps………….
Good blooming everyone……. Buddy

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

COME JOIN US TUESDAY MAY 4th 6PM at the
IRA NELSON HORTICULTURE CENTER
Remember…. IT’S “PLANT NIGHT” !!!!!!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
of the American Hibiscus Society
For more information contact: Buddy Short at 337-232-2446 or Fax: 337-232-9183
Send an email to: buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

THANKS FOR TAKING ME HOME
Here are a few helpful hints to keep me smiling throughout this summer….
1… When I get to my new home, put me in a location that is not in direct sun. I was recently in a
greenhouse environment so gradually expose me to direct sunlight.
2… Examine the bottom of my pot. For best results, my pot should always have plenty of drainage
holes. Do not put me in a saucer as I do not like “wet feet”.
3… I am a hungry plant so feed me in small doses but frequently. Use a balanced fertilizer or one
that has a higher potassium reading (last number) I do not like a bloom booster or fertilizers that
are high in phosphorous.
4… In South Louisiana summers, I will probably need to be watered every day with even a possible
cool spray in mid afternoon. As the temperatures start to cool off you should also taper off my
watering.
5… For best bloom results I like to be slightly root bound. You can move me up to the next pot size
however avoid putting me in a much larger pot if my size does not support that move.
6… If I should become stressed I tend to show my displeasure by pushing out yellow leaves. I am
either, too hot or too cold; too wet or too dry; getting too much light or too little; too much fertilizer
or too little. Try doing just the opposite of whatever procedure you were trying.
7… I can stand a light freeze but if it is really windy and cold, I need to be brought inside where it is
nice and warm. A greenhouse, garage, inside room, are best so long as I can still have some light.
Once the temperature gets consistently below 55 degrees then my blooms will be much smaller
and less frequent.
To find out how to better care for me and my relatives, why don’t you join the Mike Bernard
Acadiana Hibiscus Chapter. They meet monthly and their membership dues are only $35 per year.
A membership application can be picked up on our registration table, at a local meeting, or by
contacting Buddy Short at: 337-232-2446 or email buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com.

