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NEW YEARS GREETINGS TO ALL OF YOU
To all of you who are here to share the new year and new hibiscus season with us, we welcome you. We look forward to a fulfilling and very special season. We hope to grab your interest in learning and participating in our hibiscus agenda this year.
Hello everyone. We have made it through another very cold winter and I am sure that we are
all looking at the spring hibiscus catalog of colorful blooms to dress up our gardens this spring.
If all of your plants survived the winter then you will only want to purchase "accessory plants"
to give your wardrobe of hibiscus a boost of color that you might not already have. The first
store to consider for your new wardrobe purchase of your accessory plants is the DUPONT
NURSERY, where all three Louisiana chapters are invited to attend on February, 26. Mr.
Dupont will have some beautiful plants, hanging baskets, and even hibiscus trees for you to
peruse and purchase. There will also be a delicious lunch to give you strength after a morning
of intense and exhausting shopping. Just remember that some areas are no access. Believe
me, there will be a multitude of beautiful blooms for you to select from and purchase within
the shopping area. The "store" opens at 10:00 a.m. so come armed with cash or a check book.
(Make checks out to Dupont Nursery.) No credit cards accepted.
If a little later in the season you find your "wardrobe" needs additions, there are excellent
websites where you can purchase additional beauties.
Unbelievablehibiscus.com
Exotichibiscus.com
TriedandTruehibiscus.com
Hiddenvalleyhibiscus.com
Hibiscusplace.com
Hibiscusladyhawaii.com
By the time that we have our first meeting of the year on March 1st, we will all be craving,
dare I say "lusting," for beautiful colored, ruffled, tufted single and double blooms. Those of
you who only have outdoor hibiscus have a bit longer to wait to get your craving for blooms
satisfied because it would be imprudent to begin pruning the seemingly dead wood too early.
If your plant still has life at the base, pruning too early in the season could cause fresh growth
that would be extinguished by the first unexpected late deep cold of early spring. Be patient
and wait until April when all fear of cold is over to prune your plants.

Green Elf

Exotic Lavender

DAcadian Spring

Plum Pizzazz

For those of you whose plants have been protected over the winter, be very careful when
first exposing them to the outdoor elements. They will be shy of strong and direct sunlight.
Take them out after you are certain that all cold weather has taken leave for the southern hemisphere and place your plants in filtered sun for at least a week. Check your leaves for sunburn
during that week. Let them get used to the Louisiana sun.
Get rid of all yellow leaves and weeds and look at your plant with an eye to pruning. Before
beginning a pruning program remember that it will take approximately 90 days for a plant to
return to its normal blooming pattern after it has been pruned. This is important if you plan on
showing flowers for our three Louisiana shows. Also remember that a little pruning encourages growth so the weather must be warm. If the tips of plant branches have lost their leaves
and the wood appears unhealthy, you probably have a bit of die back. Cut those branches un-

Newton’s Pride

til you reach fresh, healthy, green growth. If your plants need heavy pruning, remember that you will have to trim the root system as well; 1/3 pruning from the top and 1/3 pruning from the root system. In that case you should repot with fresh soil or pot
up ( only 1 pot size larger) with fresh soil, stake your plant, and put it in a shaded area. Do not overwater and do not fertilize for
at least a week. Speaking of fertilizing......never fertilize a dry plant. I have been told that if your plants are in good condition,
you might want to jump start their growth with a one time watering solution of:
1 tbsp. Peter's 20-20-20 fertilizer
1 tbsp. epsom salt
1 tbsp. potassium nitrate- KNO3.......................per gallon of water.
Water well and follow up with half strength fertilizer for a couple of weeks; gradually increasing the fertilizer content to
full strength.
Wishing you many beautiful blooms this season and looking forward to seeing you on the 1st.

Sandra
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote of the month……….
“The best way to be successful is to follow the advice you give others”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Quick Hits …….
Our chapter has picked up some Space City fertilizer for our members. I will bring zipper lock bags to our March meeting for
member pickup.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Dupont Nursery Trip .....
Saturday February 26th…….here’s an incredible way to jump start your plant collection by buying a few
fresh plants at our chapter discount. If you haven’t signed up then email or call me TODAY!!!!!!!!!!!
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Chapter website…….www.acadianahibiscus.com
Have you visited your chapter website at www.acadianahibiscus.com? Rick Landers has done, and continues to do, a magnificent
job of updating information for your viewing and learning pleasure. If you have not paid a visit then do so today. There are loads
of wonderful information and solutions to most of your hibiscus maintenance issues. Let us know what you think. We are open
to suggestions.
Click on the link for immediate access.

http://www.acadianahibiscus.com/recipes.htm Yummy stuff
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Blooms and Things ……. March 2011
Welcome to what I consider the most exciting time of our 2011 hibiscus flower year, THE UPCOMING SPRING WEATHER.
Like last year, we have all once again endured the misery of a few really cold months. Now we can start to look forward to seeing those sprouts start popping out of each of the nodes on our plants. It won't be long now but let me caution you to continue to
monitor your long term weather forecast!!!!
Since our weather has been rather warm, many of you have asked me what I was doing currently to prepare for our upcoming
season. The following few comments are simple procedures that I follow each year to get ready for our flower season. I welcome
your comments and your own personal experiences......
Our past winter was another tough one and my plants sat in my garage and storeroom for at least 2 months. I normally leave my
fluorescent lights on 24 hours a day but scientifically I'm not sure that helps. (personal note...my plants did not lose their leaves.

Maybe it does help?) The temperature inside the garage, even on the coldest days, never got below 48 degrees and inside my
storeroom stayed above 60. Both are acceptable to me but, like you, I found myself longing for that first snap of warmer
air. Finally our weather started to cooperate and I moved my plants outside last week to enjoy some needed fresh air and get
some needed attention.
I am happy to report that as far as I can see I did not lose one plant to the cold temperatures. That is the first time that has happened so I am extremely excited about my 2010 Winter routine.
Now that my plants are outside it's time to do the necessary things to give your/my plants a head start on the flowering season.
Remember two things are essential to your plants....Warmth and Light. This past week was phenomenal for both, with lots of
sunshine and temperatures ranging from middle 50's at night to 70's during the day. MY PLANTS LOVED IT and I'm sure yours
did too. I will however monitor the weather forecast. I suggest you do the same!!!!
Since my plants have been inside for so long I could not wait to reward them with their first batch of fertilizer and Epsom Salts.
It was definitely time to replenish some of those needed nutrients and I was happy to get out the hose. I made sure that wherever
my plants were placed that they got plenty of filtered sunshine. Remember my plants (and possibly yours too) have been inside
so I wanted to gradually expose them to the bright sunshine so as to eliminate any possible sunburn on my leaves. I accomplished my mission and now it's full speed ahead. I have now made my first application of Space City fertilizer (high in potassium..last number) Potassium seeks to counter the dormancy in your plants so let me encourage each of you to do the same. If
you don't have a fertilizer with high potassium then look for a balanced soluble fertilizer (Peter's has a good one) or look for a
Miracle Grow tomato mix which has a 21 potassium reading. Try that one. It doesn't matter what they say it's for. Go by the
reading. That's all that's important. I will continue to feed my plants weekly for the remainder of the spring season. You make
your own call on how often you want to feed your plants. I am also trying a new product called Super Thrive which Mark/
Theresa Gore stand by. Ask them about their own findings. You may want to try some yourself.
I'm just getting around to any potential repotting. The size of your collection will determine how long it takes you to examine the
root ball of your existing plants. This has NOT been my favorite routine due to the number of plants I have. LOTS of work for
ole Buddy and I get to them as I can. If you examine your pots and find the root ball to need attention then either move your
plant up to the next pot size with nice fresh potting mix or prune back your root ball, change out with fresh mix and move it back
to the original pot. That's really your call. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IF YOU PRUNE YOUR ENTIRE PLANT TODAY
(February 22) IT WILL TAKE AT LEAST 60 DAYS OF GROWING WARM TEMPERATURES BEFORE THOSE PRUNED
BRANCHES FORM ANY BUDS!!! You make that call. Even selective pruning in some cases makes better sense.
Simple enough? So, how about you? Did your plants fair well through the winter months? Have you taken them outside for a
breath of fresh air and some much needed sunlight? Have you rewarded them with their much needed nutrient replacement? I'm
going to assume that the answer to those questions is a resounding, YES!!!!!!!!!!!! I know that we are all "thirsty" for that first
batch of blooms and if you will give your babies some early tender loving care they will reward you with those early spring
flowers. After all, isn't that why we are all, "HOOKED ON HIBISCUS?"

______________________________________________________________________________________________
See you at our first

2011 meeting Tuesday March 1st 6PM Ira Nelson Center
Good Blooming Everyone ………… Buddy
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