ACADIANA HIBISCUS SOCIETY
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Ira Nelson Horticultural
First Tuesday of each month,
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Center (Johnston St)
March through November

WELCOME, EVERYONE!

;

Louisiana is following nature's plan-March
winds, April showers, and now glorious May flowers. At I
least I hope that you are growing flowers and not only beautiful green leaves. Not to worry. This is May, with Iii
plenty of time to get some good growing tips from Mr. Dupont or any of our friendly members. By the way,
••
good hibiscus fertilizer will be available at our show in June.

i

Well, we hit the jackpot again with a wonderful guest speaker. I know that Dr. Fletcher mesmerized
us and he certainly programmed me to get into the car and begin really looking as I drive around. I am even
tempted to head to Central Louisiana to see some of those lovely-trees, shrubs, and flowers that he showed
us. Who knew that there was so much natural beauty around us!
We will be receiving a totally different presentation with our May guest speaker, Mr. Richard
Wallace, who owns The Camera Center on Johnston Street. He will be speaking to us about the best
cameras and settings for taking bloom pictures. Once you become interested in your new blooms, you will
get the uncontrollable urge to send photos of your latest blooming beauty to friends and relatives; we do it all
the time.
Our show is coming up in just one month. Those of you who "worked the Festival" saw what was
required to get our plants organized. We will probably have four or five times that number of plants to
alphabetize, plus decorating the head table and laying out the setup for the bloom competition. We will also
need cashiers, price tag collectors, and members to handle the fertilizer and book sales. Hopefully we will
sign up a few customers as new members. Other of our members may serve as hosts and information
guides for the public. With everyone giving a helping hand, this can be a fun and bonding event for our
members. Our reward will be a 25% discount Saturday afternoon (after the work is done) on plants that
you would like to purchase before the public scoops them away, There will be a sign-in sheet when you
arrive at Lafayette High on Saturday morning. Remember the old saying: "the early bird gets the worm."
Decisions need to be made concerning

publicity for our show:

1) Do we want to purchase more signs (we have approximately fifty right now) to be
placed at various intersections alerting the public to our show?
pro: people all over town see the signs every time they drive around
can: signs are expensive, easily damaged, and often stolen
2) Do we want to purchase a newspaper ad in the Lafayette Advertiser?
3) Do we want to make appearances on the local TV stations?
As for our show menu:
What will our club serve to the show participants (both members and judges)?
Some of these people will have driven from Texas, New Orleans, and Alabama toparticipate. One person told me that the only reason she was willing to drive that far
for a show was for the great meal. The meats and seafood have been and will
continue to be paid for by the club but we need cooks to prepare mouth
watering dishes. We also need a variety of side dishes and desserts. A sheet will
be available for you to fill in your specialty.
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SHOW DATES:

May

6

May 20
May 27
June 3
June 10

June 24

Red Stick (Baton Rouge)
Space City #2
New Orleans
Space City # 3
Lone Star # 2
Mike Bernard

(Lafayette)

Before turning you over to Buddy, there is a little bit of "same old....same old ...."
1. Membership dues ($32.50) are due NOW if you wish to receive your membership
benefits, including discounts, newsletters, and the July/August/September copy of "The
Seed Pod."
2. May 6 is the Baton Rouge Show. Please join us to see what a "show" is like and
participate with us in the competition even if you have only one garden variety bloom. We
will help you get started.

3. I guess that everyone has at least one problem that no matter what one does, the
problem just will not go away. For me it is kitchen duty. YIKES! Would anyone like to
sacrifice for a good cause?
Many thanks to Donna and Russell Lanclos for the delicious refreshment spread at our
April meeting! This month's hosts are Barbara Satchez and Phyllis Boudreaux.
In closing, I thought those of you with computers would enjoy seeing the great variety of
beautiful hibiscus available by looking at several web sites:
Ww:N..hiddenvalleyhibi§cys.cQm

www.exotlchibiscYs.com

www.dupontnursery.com

www.hibiscusplace·!;(QrD

We are looking forward to seeing our new and our "seasoned" members at the May meeting!
-- Sandra

Blo-oms and Tllio!!s
Take care of plant diseases and pests at an
early stage while they're still fairly easy to combat.
A good point. There are two things to remember in controlling pests early.
One is to remember that pests are there even when they can only be
found though a thorough inspection with a loupe, etc. The other is that
bugs, mites, etc. increase populations as conditions become favorable. Thus,
as the weather changes from winter to spring "good" or beneficial bugs
flourish, breed and eat. During this time, they usually exceed or equal the
"bad" or harmful pests. Things are balance.
As spring moves into summer, pests populations produce more progeny and with
much greater frequency in the warm favorable conditions. In doing so, they
typically increase and overwhelm the good bugs over the summer and into the
fall. If you prophylactically treat your plants before the early summer
explosion, you will reduce breeding populations of pests and thus keep their
numbers low. This helps the beneficials to maintain a more balanced ratio of
good to bad.
In the long run, early repeated treatment will reduce problems. It will
allow one to avoid applying pest control products with increased frequency
and in larger amounts to control pest explosions. Beneficials are usually
always there, but frequently out-numbered when pest populations thrive.
Another way to think of this point is to consider weeds, they are effective
competitors because they are hardier, grow under conditions that "good"
plants do not, and often have greater resistance to climate, soil and pest
stresses. They can also, like the bug pests, often out-breed and otherwise
dominate the good plants. Keeping your desired plants healthy and thriving
is an effective way to improve weed control -- and so with insects and
mites.

Editor's note: As we promote and grow our Society, the number oftssues anti tasks requiring at/elltioll
multiply. We need your expertise! Be sure to let us know what you do best so we can have a Society, a

Show, and Meetings we can brag about. The more help we get, the easier and better our /unetlolls
will be.

Remember: Many Hands Make the Work Load Light!!!

Sandra Theall
10925 Veterans Memorial Dr. Abbeville, La. 70510
1-337-893-0064
Sfilldrfitht>fill@sprintmllil.com
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