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MEETING:
Tuesday; May 2 we return to our home at the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center on Johnston S1. The meeting
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 pm. Refreshments will be furnished by Kevin Russo (food) and Donna & Russell Lanclos
(beverages). The June 6th meeting will be at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center and a very important meeting. Please
make every effort to attend this one as we will finalize plans for our upcoming show and sale.
We have a couple events planned for this meeting so I plan on keeping the business portion as brief as possible. Jean
will give us some information about the food menu for our show. I am sure she will start taking names and finalize plans
at the June meeting.
We are going to have our annual auction at this meeting. Please bring anything you wish to donate. It does not need to
be hibiscus related, but it sure helps. And anything is fair game for the auction. Last year we had such a fun time with the
auction and I hope we can continue it this year. Remember all proceeds go to the chapter.
Also at the meeting we will show what is entailed from start to finish on entering blooms for judging. We will have
everything there and do a step by step process of how to enter blooms, actual judging of blooms and what happens in the
famous "gold room". You will see how blooms are judged and see how the ribbons are awarded for each bloom. It is a
most interesting process and I believe everyone can gain some knowledge about what judges are iooking for in the
blooms. Please bring some blooms to enter.
NEW MEMBERS: The !ist of new members is growing! Please join me in welcoming Sister Fatima Aphtrt. OLS; Phyllis &
Edward Boudreaux; Julie Haack; and Bonnie & Ted Schoeffler to our chapterl We invite you to join us at our monthly
meetings and shows. Let us know if you have any questions that you need answers. We are here to help.
FESTIVAL DES FLEURS: I would liKe to personally tMnK everyone wno came out and gave their time and energy to
helping out with this show. Many members came and stayed far beyond what they had signed up for and even came both
days to lend a hand. While the overall crowds were lower than last year, our chapter took in only a few hundred dollars
less than last year. Thanks to Bobby for supplying the plants and the beautiful centerpiece that attracted so much
attention on Saturday. Dr. Dave and Sandra supplied the blooms on Sunday which was outstanding. Both days it was
definitely an eye catcher with the usual comments of "are they real" and "I have never seen so many beautiful flowers"
being heard by those working. Again, a big "thank you" to everyone who helped, it is greatly appreciated.
DUES REMINDER:
If you have not gotten your dues in, please do so now. They must be in the National's hands no
later than the beginning of June. Time is running out to get your payments in. All membeiShips will be from June 1st to
st
May 31 . Dues will remain the same as last year at $32.50 for full memberships and $15.00 for associate members.
Please fill out the form that is enclosed with this newsletter and return it with your payments to Ricky Meaux or Rick
Landers.
DUPONT NURSERY FIELD TRIP: Bobby graciously opened up his nursery this past Sunday, April 23m to the members
of Red Stick Chapter, New Orleans chapter and our chapter. It was wonderful to see old faces especially those from New
Orleans and Gulf Coast areas. The blooms ••vere outstanding and of course Bobby had to tease us with his new seedlings
as well as his new varieties that he has for this year. And as I understand it, BObby and Dupont Nursery sold quite a few
plants to us bloom starved individuals. Oh, and I cannot forget the lunch served. Wow, what a feast. Jambalaya, red
beans & rice and the tossed salad with the "famous" dressing. And to all who supplied desserts, well the pounds are
showing! They were oh so good.
GET WELL WISHES: Bootsie Dupont; Stephanie Meaux; Jean Hebert and Bera Smith.
long .... all right nov••, it's time for you guys to heal up and get well.

Goodness this list is getting

Blooms and Things

by Buddy Short

The April 4th meeting was a very special time for my wife Kathleen and I. It was special because it gave us a chance to
welcome you into our home for the evening and in South Louisiana THAT, my friends, is a special event. Additionally Rick
gave me the opportunity to stand before you and to acknowledge publicly what I feel about this little group of members
that all have one common thread ..... the love of these beautiful flowers. I realized, early on, that if it were not for you as a
group I would have never been introduced to this beautiful hobby. I would have indeed missed out.
I hope that you picked up something from my presentation but even if you are not interested in "Hybridizing" I hope that
the overall message was loud and clear ....whatever level you pursue, it all starts with COMMITTMENT. Whether you are
just growing a few plants for enjoyment, or whether you have graduated to the more advanced stages like hybridizing or
whether you are simply somewhere in between, it all starts from the same place. I guess I will remember always Bobby
saying that, he too, lost all his plants to a hard freeze. He made me smile.
My wife and I hope that we are given another opportunity to host each of you again. It would certainly be our pleasure.
And if we do, I'll give you an update on my pursuit of the next Black Dragon. Yes, it's a lot of work but the effort is small in
comparison to the total reward.
Appropriately I select as flower of the month one of my seedlings named after my mother. They are both beauties and are
both named Laura Mae. I think they are pretty.
And so I thank you again and I offer you this challenge. There are many people out there just like me. There are many
people out there looking for that next excitement. Expose them to what we do. Let them know about our beauties and our
upcoming show. Get their email address and I'll send them a few pictures of our treasures. They will love what they see,
and if they come to the show they will finally understand why we are all "Hooked on Hibiscus".

Laura Mae
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LAST MONTH'S MEETING: Many thanks go out to Kathleen & Buddy Short for opening up their home to our group.
Buddy gave us a wonderful and informative step by step on hybridizing. If anyone missed it, and/or is interested in trying
their hand, Buddy said to give him a shout (cell phone at 278-0946 or resident number 234-5696 or office line 232-2446)
and he will be more than happy to take you thru the steps.
IN DEEPEST SYMPATHY: Keep Rita Hall, AHS President and Seed Pod Editor in your thoughts and prayers as she had
a daughter pass away this past month.
CHAPTER SHIRTS:
them.

Anyone interested in getting a chapter shirt please get with me. I will be placing an order shortly for

BAGS: Our long awaited bags have finally arrived. All chapter members get one bag. If you did not get yours yet, I will
have them at the meeting.
UPCOMING EVENTS: Well the busy time of the year is upon us. society wise, we are starting the show season in the
Texas/Louisiana region with the Lone Star show this Sunday in Bellaire, Tx.; Red Stick Chapter's show in Baton Rouge on
Sunday, May ih and the New Orleans show on Sunday, May
Don't forget the Daylily Festival in Abbeville on
rd
Saturday, June 3 , Space City's show in Webster on Sunday, June 11 th, the convention in Bradenton, FL on June 15th is" and rounding out a busy June is our show and sale on June zs" with set up on Saturday June 24th. Our Tuesday,
July 4th Bar-B-Que meeting at Lou & Doug Tranhan's begins July for us followed by Space City show in Pasadena, Tx on
Sunday, July ie" and Lone Star's show in Rosenberg wraps up things on Sunday July 23rd. Wow what a busy few
weeks.

zs".

I got tired just writing the upcoming events let alone actually participating in them. As you can see we have plenty to do in
the upcoming months.
NATIONAL ELECTIONS: As stated last month National AHS elections are upon us. If you have not received a ballot in
the mail, please let me know immediately so that I can forward that information to the National Nominating Committee.
You must have been a member since 2005 in order to get a ballot for this year's election.
And if you have received your ballot and have not voted, WHY NOT? Please take a moment and fill out the card,
following the instructions received with the ballot and drop it in the mail. It only takes a couple minutes to complete.

PRESIDENi'S
CORNER: While I want everyone to lend a hand in whatever way you can do for our show and sale, I ask
that if you possibly can, plan to go to the New Orleans show and bring blooms. Not only have they had such devastation
in the area where many plants were lost, not to mention homes and disrupted lives, but they lost their main location for the
show and had to change weekends since Loyola was already booked the following weekend. I know Father Gerlich and
everyone associated with that chapter would love to see an outpouring of support from us. Yes, their show is on Sunday
of the Memorial Day weekend; please consider a trip to the Big Easy. Wear your chapter shirts to let them know
Acadiana is in da house. And if anyone wants or needs a ride, please get with me.
Tours of a major grower, talks on hybridizing, step by step process on bloom entry and judging at shows, auction, Festival
des Fleurs, Daylily Festival, chapter show and sale, chapter bar-b-que and Independence day celebration, supporting
area chapter's shows and sales, national elections, local elections, monthly meetings, PowerPoint presentations,
Christmas party, these are all just some of the things that are offered by the chapter and that make our chapter one of the
finest in the society.
Come, plan on being part of as many as possible. You are a vital part of our chapter and this society. Your participation
is what makes things happen. This society is only as good as the members within the chapters. Spread the word! Bring
a relative or friend to the meetings. We are always on the lookout for new members. And let's not forget.
.

Remember this chapter is YOUR CHAPTER.

As with our flowers, you get out of it what you put into it.

IT WILL MAKE US ALL GROW AND BLOOM!

And everyone loves beautiful blooms!

