July 2011
Newsletter

Next Meeting, Tuesday July 5th at 6PM
HOTTEST ICE CREAM SOCIAL IN TOWN!!!!
6 plus flavors with toppings. Come Hungry. You can have seconds!
_____________________________________________________________________
Almost Heaven

HELLO EVERYONE,
Speaking of hot...aside from our coming ice cream social, the temperatures have been soaring.
Until Tuesday, we had forgotten that rain existed. Finally a bit of a cooling off for our plants
but we do know that the intense heat will return. The following are a couple of tips that I
gleaned from Father Gerlich in the New Orleans Chapter newsletter that might help your
plants:
1.) Mulch, mulch, mulch etc.
2.) Place your plant pot within a larger black pot. The space between the two pots gives you
pot plant a cooling space.
3.) If your plants are in a greenhouse or you happen to keep a fan outside, allow the fan to
blow through your plants giving them air space and a cooling effect.
Some of us have just returned from the Thursday through Sunday summer National Convention
in League City, Texas. I am pleased to note that we had the largest group of our members ever
attending this convention. Aside from David and me, we were joined by Buddy, our new
member Brad McManus, Theresa and Mark Gore, Ann Peltier, and Jennie and Kenneth Marcantel. It was really nice to share the experience, information, and fun with all of them. The
Texas convention team did a great job of putting the convention together and we give thanks to
Cindy Erndt, Jeanette Eliff, and Joyce Melebeck, who put it all together. You should recognize
their names as past head table winners. At our meeting, I will give you a quick rundown on
what attending a convention consists of from registration to the awards night banquet. However, I will tell you the highlights right now. Seedling Of The Year....SOTY is a plant called
Nitro Express by Carlos and Nola Reynolds who are growers out of Florida. The judges'
bloom of the year is Bayou Rose, hybridized and grown by our Mr. Dupont and Father Gerlich.
As I had hoped, our club won the Norman Reasoner Trophy for having the most amateur exhibitors at a show. We have won this award approximately six or seven years in a row. Our
club also won a special award in recognition of our Fallen Hero Project. There are other aspects of the convention that I will share with you at the meeting. I am hoping that all of the
photos taken at the convention will be sent to our website sometime before our meeting on the
5th. If you would like to see all of the photos, check our very own website at acadianahibiscus.com every day to see if the photos have been posted yet.

Harvest Moon

Tahitan Queen

Angel’s Wings

Last month we had our first rollicking mini bloom competition. I wonder if Doug, Inez, and Jo
Ann and Bera's refreshments contributed to the fun of the event. (Head table ribbon on the jambalaya, Doug!) The bloom winners at our competition were:
Single
Double
Mini

Ann Peltier
Ann Peltier
Inita Segura

"Bon Temps"
"Red Dynamite"
"Pink Salmon"

Peach Cascade

This month at our ice cream social meeting, I will again ask you to bring blooms....as many as you wish in the same three categories....single, double, and mini. This time you will not have to write anything (just remember which bloom is yours.) Set up
your blooms with the wire and blocks and YOU put them in the three appropriate categories. Any bloom entered in the wrong
category will be disqualified. This time also, David and Rick will be the judges for the three categories and then all members
attending can vote on the most beautiful bloom of the evening. I ask that you begin satisfying your ice cream cravings as you
arrive for the meeting and you may continue throughout the meeting. I will conduct the meeting as you enjoy your cool treat and
the two judges will be in the back of the room judging your blooms. At the end of the meeting, you will all judge. **** DON'T
MISS THIS MEETING....RICK HAS SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL FOR ALL WHO ATTEND. *****
Our seedling growing competition is still going on so please bring your young seedling so we can pass judgment on your parenting skills!
Since we are getting to be known as a winning club, let me mention some more head table wins from our members at the last
two Texas shows of the season.
SPACE CITY SHOW ( Pasadena )
Best Collector Single
Best Open Collector Double
Best Mini Seedling Single

Theresa/Mark Gore
Buddy Short
David Tate

" Love Song"
" Queen of Dreams"
" Peach Cobbler"

Best of Show Double
Best of Show Seedling

Buddy Short
Buddy Short

"Marianne Charlton"
"Victoria's Touch"

[For a full list of winners: link: http://www.rozpat.net/scc3june52011.htm]

LONE STAR CHAPTER ( Belaire )
Best Open Collector Single
Best Regular Seedling Double

Buddy Short
Buddy Short

"Pinkaboo"
"Miss Lorraine"

Best of Show Single
Best of Show Double
Best of Show Seedling

Buddy Short
Buddy Short
Buddy Short

"High Voltage"
"Peach Cascade"
"Little Treasure"

Sweepstakes: Open Collector

Buddy Short

[For a full list of winners: http://rozpat.net/lsc2june122011.htm]

Congratulations to all who participated. I just know that next year we will have even more members entering and winning.
Coming up on July 31st is the much anticipated bar-b-que at Buddy's home. THIS MEETING WILL COUNT AS OUR AUGUST MEETING. As you know, the meat portion of the bar-b-que will be provided by Buddy. Be thinking about what "pot
luck" dish you would like to bring to add to this great gourmet gathering. I will provide a sheet for you to fill in at the meeting.
Speaking of social gatherings, Father Gerlich's New Orleans Chapter will be hosting a sno-ball social on August 14th and later
in the fall his chapter will be hosting their second grafting party at the beautiful Houmas' House Plantation near Baton Rouge. If
you wish to attend either of these events, you must be a full or associate member of the New Orleans chapter. I mention this because the grafting party will allow you to get grafts of some of the plants that you were not able to get earlier in the season and
you will have the opportunity to practice your grafting skills as well. Now is your last chance until next spring. If you want to
join, contact me. I would love to see many of you there.
In closing, I would like to inform you that one of our new and delightful members, Cecile Ellender, has passed away. She was a
head table winner at the Baton Rouge show early in the spring. One of her last requests to her husband was that Cliff look after
her flowers. Our club has made a contribution to her memory and Buddy and I who attended the funeral have asked Cliff to stay
with our club. If he chooses to remain with us, please welcome Cliff and give him all of the support, friendship, and hibiscus
help that you can.
See you on the 5th with loads of winning blooms..……... Sandra

Quote of the month ……….
“The right angle to approach a difficult problem is the “try-angle.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Dues for 2011 - 2012 ……….
Dues are now overdue so if you are intending on continuing your membership please get your 2011-12 dues to me immediately. I will be sending in the current roster and renewal dues around June 15th.

Full members - $35, Associates - $10
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Chapter website ……. www.acadianahibiscus.com
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Annual New Member Barbeque …….
Sunday July 31st noon till you're tired. It has become a tradition to welcome our new chapter members with a big Cajun
feed. We'll once again light up the big pit, fill it with meat, and ask everyone to gather around to make sure the cook pays attention. Assuming all of that goes well (and I'm betting it will) you will then be released to fill your plates to the brim and to eat until you are satisfied. I promise you, WE WILL NEVER RUN OUT. The chapter will supply the meat and drinks and ask others
to fill in the other items with your favorite recipes. I am delighted to say that Debbie will once again coordinate the kitchen area.

Barbeque location is our home.....
Buddy and Kathleen Short, 312 Vennard Ave., Lafayette, LA 70501

phone: 232-2446 or cell: 278-0946

I'm asking you to let us know as soon as possible if you plan to attend. Sandra will have a sign up sheet at the meeting. You can
also RSVP to me by email. We will also be contacting you within the next week if we are not sure.

Come to meet our new members and enjoy a meal together. Let's make this our biggest event to date..... Buddy
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Blooms and Things July 2011…… when you get to this time of year in the hibiscus world there are few real exciting
things going on so I decided this month we would focus on simply maintaining your babies throughout this extreme hot time of
the year. We all do similar things so I'll start off with an opening article by Father Robert Gerlich, President of the New Orleans
chapter. I consider Father an expert in this hobby so I read everything that he puts out. I suggest you do the same and follow
some of his excellent advice.

Dealing With the Heat

Our weather in July and August is ﬁt for neither man nor beast . . . nor hibiscus.
And this year, it seems that the oppressive summer heat has begun earlier than usual.
The situation has been made worse by the drought that has been plaguing the entire Gulf
Coast. This sweltering heat has created problems not only for us and our pets, but also
for our hibiscus.
Hibiscus enjoy a temperature range that is comfortable for humans -- between 75
and 85 degrees F. Once daytime temperatures regularly exceed 90 degrees, and nighttime temperatures remain above 75, we and our plants tend to languish. And, both humans and plants can suffer from serious heat-related problems.
Avoid the hottest part of the day when gardening and keep a special eye on your
plants, addressing any signs of heat stress.
Heat stress is a condition that occurs in hibiscus and other plants when excessive
heat causes an imbalance in transpiration, the process by which moisture evaporates from
the plant’s tissues. When that rate of evaporation exceeds the pace at which moisture is
being replaced through water taken up by the plant’s roots, the plant becomes dehydrated
— leaves turn soft and wilt and bud drop is common.
The instinctive response in this situation is to overwater in an attempt to correct
the dehydration. This can instead make matters worse by rotting the plant’s root system,
further hampering its ability to take in much-needed hydration. The roots can only absorb
so much water at one time.
Maintaining the balance between keeping the plant sufficiently hydrated and overwatering can be a challenge. A simple rule of thumb is that a plant’s need for water increases and decreases with the ambient temperature, so water thoroughly and more frequently during higher temperatures.

In addition to watering, control of heat and humidity play a signiﬁcant role in the prevention of heat stress damage. Water regularly, in the morning if possible. Spray under the leaves to help prevent spider mite infestation and to cool the plant with
evaporation.
Given the intensity of our summer sun, it is common for most hibiscus cultivars to wilt during the hottest time of the day,
even when well watered. Adding more water will not help, but mulch will! Mulch around the plant with no more than 2 or 3 inches
of bark mulch, if it is in the ground. And if the plant is potted, move it to where it gets some shade protection during the hottest
times of the day.
In addition, keep humidity high and air movement continuous, as both of these factors help plants keep cool on hot
days. Adding a fan to the growing area, or locating your hibiscus where they receive the caress of summer breezes, as well as
spacing your plants to allow for sufficient air circulation, can make a big difference in their environment and overall health.
Good air circulation will also help to keep fungi and bacteria problems at bay. Studies have shown that fungal spores
inoculate the roots of hibiscus plants at a far greater rate when temperatures are higher.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Seeding of the Year Jim Gedicke made a report with a helpful explanation on the seedling of the year evaluation process. He stated: “Here are the
results of the American Hibiscus Society 2011 Seedling of the Year awarded this year on June 18, 2011. The plants are evaluated by eight evaluators located from west to east in Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Florida and the Virgin Islands. The blooms are
evaluated twice a year over a three year period. Along the course of this three year evaluation, blooms are eliminated along the
way. This year we had ﬁve ﬁnalists. The results of the last two years’ scores are averaged together to determine the winners.
Here’s how tight the vote was for the top ﬁve ﬁnalist blooms. The Hybridizers’ names in parenthesis. The separation between
nos. 1 and 2 was quite close. Similarly, the scores separating nos. 3 and 4 were also quite close.
Nitro Express

(Nola and Carlos Reynolds)

American Maid

(Susan and Barry Schlueter) 24.63

Cloudy Days

(Nola and Carlos Reynolds)

24.06

Major Exception (Nola and Carlos Reynolds)

24.04

Secret Mission

23.64”

(Nola and Carlos Reynolds)

24.66

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomenclature Committee C.J. Melebeck (for free) has created a nomenclature website and has placed it online (minimal costs, less than $200).
The website address is: http:// www.hibiscusdb.org/

______________________________________________________________________________________________
In closing, pay close attention to Father's advice and remember if you have a personal situation you can always call or
email me for my "right or wrong" opinion. I look forward to seeing everyone at our July 5th meeting ……..
Good Blooming Everyone…….. Buddy
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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