ACADIANA HIBISCUS SOCIETY
MIKE BERNARD CHAPTER
MEETING:
Ira Nelson Horticultural Center. ..... Johnston Street
6:30 p.m. March through November
First Tuesday of each month
June 2007
HELLO EVERYONE,
Welcome back to the learning center. It was our good fortune to have had excellent
guest speakers who exposed us to the concept of Speciation, to the beauty of wildflowers along
our highways and byways, and to the framing and photographing of these beauties of nature.
Thank you, Mr. Wallace, for a fine presentation to a crowd who knows you and likes your work.
IT

IS

SHOW

TIME!!!!!!

This is the event that we have all been working toward. We hope to share our
enthusiasm for hibiscus with the public. For our veteran members it is a time to work together so
we can get the job of "setting up" completed in a timely fashion. For our new members it will be a
time of learning in what at first appears to be mass confusion. Trust me. It will come together
beautifully. It always does because we have tremendous help from our members.
Set up time on Saturday, before the Sunday show, will begin at 8:30 a.m. Tables will
have to be set up in the cafeteria before Mr. Dupont arrives with several hundred plants at 10:00
a.m. We will also need one or two members to go to Buddy Short's home around 8:30 a.m. to
load the grocery carts and boxes of wood blocks and sticks onto a flat bed trailer.
I will have a green sign-in sheet at the cafeteria entrance on Saturday morning.
Please sign in immediately upon arriving. Those members who arrive early to help will be allowed
to select three plants each at a 25% discount. If you wish to purchase more than three plants
(great for our club), these extra plants will be the regular price. Those people arriving to help at a
later time will be able to purchase one plant at the 25% discount. NO plants are to be put aside
for anyone (including me) until the work day is over. This draconian rule had to be instituted
several years ago because members were hiding plants throughout the building to prevent anyone
else from getting them. "Children will be children when they are in a candy store"!!! Fear not,
members of our club will have first choice of plants before the public has access to them.

I. SHOW INFORMATION
A. Please bring your food dish to the cafeteria kitchen no later than 10:00 a.m. on
Sunday. Be sure that your name is marked somewhere on the dish or utensils if they are not
disposable. (If you provide a breakfast item i.e. donuts, boudin etc., please have that at the
school for 8:30 a.m. at the latest. Judges will be arriving from Houston and as far away as
Alabama and they will be in need of coffee and a snack upon their arrival.
B. Flyers will be handed out to any member who wants to take them for distribution. Put
them where people gather--Doctors' offices, flower shops, grocery stores, hair salons etc. (I will
have mailed a flyer to everyone who purchased a plant with a check at Festival Des Fleurs.)
C. There will be a fill in sheet for those members who take signs for distribution
throughout the area. The sheet might remind us where to pick up the signs after the show. (I
usually take three signs for Abbeville.)
D. The yellow Show Day Work Sheet will let us know how many people we can count on
for help particularly first thing in the morning and at closing time. If you have a specific job that

you would like to handle, fill in the blank. Thank you. We need everyone's help.
E. Remember to wear your show shirt and name tag on Sunday.
II UPDATES
A. The following newsprint media have confirmed bye-mail that they will place our show
date on their calendars; Independent and Bonne Nouvelles. I have not heard back from The
Times of Acadiana and L Magazine.
B. TV stations KATC and KLFY have responded to our request for putting our show
date on their running banners. If anyone sees this on TV, I would appreciate it if you would let me
know.
C. Katy Stout will update us on her work with the radio stations.
D. Jack Hudson will update us on his location of and acquisition of a coffee urn and fresh
coffee.
E. The three show shirts ordered in April are in. There is 1 small, 1 large, and 1 extralarge. If you have not yet paid for these shirts, please pay Ricky Meaux at the meeting. If you
would like a show shirt for next season, please see me about ordering now.
III JULY JUBILEE AT BUDDY'S

.

Buddy Short has graciously invited the club members to his lovely home for our July
meeting. He offered last year and we accepted. All who attended agreed that it was a relaxing,
informative, and delightful event. Since most of you will have purchased plants only eight days
earlier at our show, you will be eager to hear what Buddy (with input from David and me) can tell
you about caring for your new plants throughout the long hot summer to follow. We will draw a
crude map on the blackboard at the meeting directing members to Buddy's home.
IV. AUGUST AUCTION
The first part of the August meeting will be devoted to discussing how our plants are doing
and to ask and answer questions that members have concerning their own individual plants. Last
year we had an auction at one of our meetings. Members brought plants, knick-knacks, hibiscus
items of all sorts etc. to place in the auction. We had a fun filled and successful auction with
member Kevin Russo as our expert auctioneer. Hopefully he will be able to perform his magic
again this year. More on the August Auction in the July newsletter. Think about it.
V. CONGRATULATIONS!!

BRAVO!!

KUDOS!!

(applaud loudly)

---for Dr. David Tate. David won Best of Show Miniature at the Baton Rouge Show on
May 6. Some of you will receive an e-mail from me with the pictures from the show so you can
enjoy the beautiful blooms. Click on the blue writing to access the show pictures. (Barbara and
Mattie, your e-mails kept coming back to me undelivered. See me about correcting your e-mail
addresses.) Anyone with an e-mail address who wishes to receive the show results, sign up on
the sheet provided. Put your e-mail address with your name.
VI. ALL AROUND THANKS
Special thanks go out to the following people for their contribution since the May
Newsletter went out.
To Barbara Satchez and Phyllis Boudreaux for the delicious May
refreshments they provided.
To Mattie Hudson and Barbara Satchez for help with the monthly
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meeting reminder phone calls.
To Katy Stout for her help with contacting the local radio stations.
To Jack Hudson for helping with the coffee/urn situation.
To Ann Mills ( new member), Buddy Short, and Carolyn Cormier for
attending the Baton Rouge Show with David and me on May 6. It
was nice to see our club represented. Hopefully many more
members will participate and attend next year's Louisiana shows.
To Buddy for being the "behind the scenes" helper.
VII. LAST MINUTE REMINDERS
A. If you have not yet paid your dues, get them in to Ricky Meaux as soon as possible.
You will not receive the next issue of The Seed Pod but you will probably get the
October/NovemberlDecember
issue.
B. Carolyn Cormier and Joyce Melebeck head the refreshment committee for this our
June meeting.

What follows is Buddy's information sheet for June. I look forward to seeing all of you at the
June meeting. See you there.
Sandra

