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Happy New Year
I hope that Santa was good to everyone. He told me personally that 2008 was going to be the best bloom year for all of our chapter members. Ho Ho Ho! He could
not have delivered a better message. I guess we'll see if he tells the truth or not..
This newsletter is my first attempt at providing you with information that not only
focuses on basic maintenance skills but also exposes you to the many different
varieties of blooms for your pleasure. My thinking is that not only are the pictures
beautiful to your eye but these pictures also give you an opportunity to add to your
wish list. How many times have I heard someone say, 'Wow, I've got to have that
one!" We've probably all made that statement more than once. How do you think I
ended up with so many plants? Maybe I need to quit looking at pictures.
December proved once again that if you don't like our weather then just wait a few
days and it will surely change. I went from showing blooms everyday on the internet in 70 degree weather to dropping everything that I was doing previous and
start hauling my plants into my garage. The middle 20's is more than I want to expose my plants to. The good news is that in spite of those temperatures everything did extremely well. I hope yours did too. If you left your plants outside and
they survived then my suggestion would be that you exercise patience and wait to
prune your plants until we are absolutely certain that we will not experience any
more cold temperatures. Remember that pruning will promote new growth and
tender new growth will be the first victim of frost or colder nights. I'll start getting
serious about this stuff around the 15th of March and probably not before that. Sit
tight! They are not ready yet.
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Did anyone try a freeze cloth over their plants? I know I did and was well satisfied
with my results. According to our member and nursery owner Katherine Stagg, a
freeze cloth, properly installed, should reduce your temperatures about 6 degrees.
That's huge when you're dealing with a tropical plant. Try it! I think you will be
happy with your findings.
I also moved several of my plants against a south wall of my house. Temperature
is one thing but that cold north wind can do almost as much damage. Protect your
plants as best you can and if you are not sure what to do then contact me.
Chances are, I've already tried it and have some results to tell you about.
If you read last month's newsletter (and I hope you did) I mentioned a tentative
agenda for our early 2008 meetings. March looks like a great time to talk about
selective pruning of both your plant and root ball. This is an area I haven't done
very well so I'll be paying close attention. Our speaker will be Rod Hendrick from
Baton Rouge. Rod delivers a great message and one that you should find very
interesting and informative. In April we'll discuss Hybridizing and I will be your
speaker by default. (unless of course one of you wants to do it! I'll wait for your
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eall.) I believe Hybridizing is an amazing topic and I remind you that EVERY bloom that you see and desire today
started exactly this way. This is truly an exciting area.

May should be special. Tentatively I would like to invite you to our home for a Sunday afternoon barbeque and meeting. We'll talk about our normal maintenance topics but our special guest will be our own member and hibiscus expert Bobby Dupont. You will have an opportunity to ask him any questions you desire. What could possibly be better than that? As a lead in to that exceptional day I have included an article that was featured in the Louisiana Society For Horticultural Research newsletter about a special friend to our chapter and to the entire hibiscus world, Bobby
Dupont. This piece was written by our November chapter guest Ann Justice. I think you will find it very informative
and extremely well done. We all thank you Ann.
************************************************************************************************************************************

Happenings around the Chapter
I would like to use this area for any human interest stories or special events of our members so if you have something special you would like to share with the group them make sure it gets to me.
Here's a very special event.

.

Our own member Carolyn Cormier-Stoute was queen of the recent Scott Business Association's Mardi Gras ball.
From the look of the pictures, we all missed a great time ..... those wishing to view pictures of the event can do so by
going to ...
www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?
************************************************************************************************************************************

Bobby Dupont and Family Breed Top-Selling Cajun
On the bank of a sleepy bayou in Plaquemine, Louisiana, lies a thriving industry begun 12 years by Bobby Dupont,
a retired south Louisiana florist, with Father Robert Gerlich, a New Orleans Catholic priest and Loyola University
professor.
At Dupont Nursery, Bobby Dupont tests new hibiscus seedlings from his and Father Gerlich's extensive breeding
program. With thousands of hibiscus seedlings evaluated under his care, Dupont carefully chooses the best and the
brightest to add to the Dupont Nursery's trademark Cajun Hibiscus collection. One of these seedlings, 'Black
Dragon', was selected as the 2005 Hibiscus of the Year by the American Hibiscus Society. The following year,
Dupont's entry came in a close second place.
If these two men provide the genius and passion behind Dupont Nursery, the guts of this extraordinarily successful
young business are in the hands of Bobby's two sons, Robbie and Danny, and two grandsons, Robert and Jeffrey
Dupont.
With backgrounds in various professions and trades, the younger Duponts have helped to develop and run the large
propagating and wholesale business that ships out 300,000 plants a year. In addition, they have created and presently maintain a unique patented greenhouse system that has achieved international prominence.
Eleven greenhouses contain acres of seedlings and cuttings of various bedding plants, as well as the trademark Cajun Hibiscus line. But it is those gorgeous and sometimes gaudy Cajun Hibiscus blooms that have put Dupont Nursery on the world map. Cuttings of carefully chosen selections are presently shipped as propagation stock to plant industries in Italy, Portugal, Belgium and Japan, who in turn, pay a royalty for their use.
It is easy to see that Bobby Dupont personally enjoys his role in the business, which is hands-on inspection of individual hibiscus plants at virtually every stage. Among hundreds of named hibiscus, he recognizes most by name and
enjoys discussing their ancestry and commenting on their characteristics.
Leading a tour of the facility, he was happy to answer some dirt-gardener

questions that might promote success for

those of us growing hibiscus at home.
Questions included "Do you have a secret formula for your potting mix? 'What kinds of fertilizers do you use? How
do you control insects?"
He answers, "About potting mix, we order all of it from commercial sources, who prepare it according to the particular
type of plant we will use it for. Presently, the mix includes boiled rice hulls as one of the amendments. No, this is not
the rotted rice hulls that many gardeners used to dig up around the mills."
About fertilizer, "We use commercial brands of slow-release fertilizer". On dealing with insects, he sighs and admits,
"It's a tough problem. Currently we use commercially produced systemic insecticides."
Among hundreds of hibiscus plants, were there any yellow leaves or insect-chewed foliage? Surprisingly, none.
Whatever Dupont Nursery is doing for its plants, including Cajun Hibiscus, the result is gorgeous. The business is in
good hands.
************************************************************************************************************************************

2008
hard to believe that it has arrived. Start making your hibiscus plans for this new year. Decide now which
plants you want to add to your collection and what maintenance procedures you want to adjust this year. Keep reading
your newsletter for maintenance hints, attend as many meetings as you can, and, if you attend, ask questions. Remember we all joined this group to do one thing and that is to learn to better care for those special beauties in our yard.
Hot or cold I remain,

"Hooked on Hibiscus"

see you next month
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For more information contact: Buddy Short at 232-2446 or email atbuddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

