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WELCOME, EVERYONE!
~

MEETING!
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Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Johnston Street
6:30 p.m. March through November
First Tuesday of each month
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HELLO EVERYONE,

~
~
It was so nice to see familiar faces and even some new faces at our March meeting.
~ I hope that this is a trend. Bring friends as guests for our meetings if you like. We are
~ always trying to promote an interest in hibiscus and ... the fine people that you meet at our
~ meetings are simply lagniappe.
!iii
If our first meeting of the year was any indication of what to expect in the future then
I say: "Bring it on!" Dr. Carlos Smith's presentation treated us to an informative and often
!!! comical perspective of a very complex subject, and I hope that you enjoyed his
= presentation as much as I did. April's guest speaker will be Dr. Ellis Fletcher who will be
!! entertaining us on the subject of roadside wildflowers and trees. So many of us, as we
travel, fly by a ditch with something blooming in it or see atr-ee with bright red berries in the
E
! depth of winter and wonder what it was. If you are like me, you would like to know the
! name of the plant or tree and if it could possibly grow in your garden.
'"'
Our spring is definitely in the air. Wisteria, azaleas, and camellias are bloorninq now
••• and our hibiscuses are awakening from their mostly dormant state. If you are ready to take
! your plants out of hibernation, avoid placing them in full sun for a few days, and begin
•• fertilizing at half strength so your plants do not go into shock or get burned by the fertilizer.
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SHOW DATES:
April 22
Space City # 1 (Texas)
April 29
Lone Star # 1 (Texas)
May 6
Red Stick (Baton Rouge)
May 20
Space City #2
May 27
New Orleans
June 3
Space City # 3
June 10..•.... Lone Star # 2
June 24
Mike Bernard (Lafayette)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

I submit some of the following issues in the newsletter so we do not have to spend an
inordinate amount of time discussing these issues at our meetings. After all, hibiscus meetings are
supposed to be informative, entertaining, and relaxing!

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

1. Membership dues are due by June 1. $32.50 per individual or
couple (couples have only one vote at election
time). If you pay late, you will probably not receive
"The Seed Pod."
2. Do we want to purchase more show signs to place in
various locations around Lafayette to promote our show? We have purchased signs on several
occasions and have had quite a number of the
signs stolen or removed.
3. We have no refreshment hosts for June and August. June
will be a very busy meeting as we will be
discussing the preparations for our show. The
August meeting is usually small because many of
our members are on vacation.
4. I still have no fairy-godperson leaving messages on my phone
volunteering for kitchen duty on show day.
HELP!
I've been looking forward to visiting with all of you on April 3. I will have another
packet of seeds to give away at the raffle, and Imay have a couple seedling orphans who are
looking for a good home. Buddy will bring the club's picture album ( which he compiled for
us) and you can see pictures of your adoptee's parents.
I leave you in the capable hands of ....."Buddy's Blooms and Things."
See you soon,
Sandra

Surin!! Ca.re
As the weather warms up, it is time to get your plants acclimated. Bring them into sun gradually if
they have been in a low light situation; plants can get sunburned too! Inspect for insects. Insecticidal soap
and Bayer Rose Spray will safely control the pests without harm to your plants.
Some plants have dropped all their leaves over the winter, but remember that as long as there is
viable tissue, they will probably come back. As the weather warms, prune the plants for size and shape,
and root prune ifnecessary (perhaps we can have a demonstration at a meeting). Begin to fertilize when
new growth appears.
On pruning: plants that have been pinched back as they have grown during the year may not need
pruning. If you need to re-pot, you will most likely need to prune in proportion to the root trimming.If
your plant has been ion the same pot for two years or more and you don't want to upsize, then pruning and
root pruning is needed. If the plant is consistently blowing over, needs more consistent watering than other
plants, and the size and amount of foliage and blooms are decreasing, chances are that it is rootbound and
needs re-potting or up-potting. When re-potting or up-potting, use only new planting mix and rough up the
root ball, which will aid the roots in adjusting to their new soil and pot size.
Repotting in the same size pot involves pruning roots and branches in somewhat equal amounts
and returning it to its same home. The plant is easier to handle if at least a third of the fo liage and limbs
are removed first. Then take the plant out ofthe pot and use a very sharp implement to cleanly remove at
least a third ofthe roots growing on the outside of the root ball, including a portion ofthe swirling root
mass that may have formed at the bottom ofthe root ball. Replant in same pot that has been cleaned in a
10% bleach solution, or in a new pot. Use only new potting mix to fill in as needed. The overall objective
is to remove roughly the same percentage of the plant growing above the ground as below. After
completing the re-potting, step back, admire your work, and trim for balance if necessary.
You may not need to provide as much water until growth has taken place, since pruning removes a
goodly percentage of the leaves, reducing the amount of water needed by your plant. Do not apply
fertilizer right away. Some wait a week, others want to see well- formed leaves first.
A regular program of feeding is essential to continued growth. Establishing a routine or a calendar
can help you avoid over-feeding or forgetting when to feed. Hibiscus in soilless mixture depends on the
additional fertilizer in the spring, and may require trace elements.
Water-retaining, super-absorbent polymers, capable of holding hundreds oftimes their own weight
in water, have been around for a number of years. The white granules swell with water, storing it so plant
roots can draw as needed. The granules can be incorporated into a potting medium, and will last about two
years before more polymer must be added (requiring more water is an indicator). Although expensive, this
product can save time and effort as long as your plants get plenty of light.
Container plants need more water than their cousins who are planted in the ground. Once the soil
in a container dries out completely, the soil shrinks and allows water to run between the dry, shrunken root
ball and the sides of the pot. The water can pour out of the drainage holes without ever penetrating the
soil. To bring container plants into full water capacity so they will take up a water supply evenly,
submerge containers halfway in a pail of water until the soil stops bubbling, which indicates that the water
has replaced air in the soil structure. Adding a half-strength, soluble fertilizer to the pail will give the plant
a boost. If you are adding new soil to the pot, a good soaking of the old and new soils helps the newly
added soil to settle into its new home.

