Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, March 12th at 6:00 pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Whether you are moving up the ladder to Senior Judge or simply dreaming of getting a bloom on
a head table, there was something for everyone in Todd’s presentation last month.
Unfortunately, he had to speed up the final portions of the presentation. The last dozen or so
slides concerned seedling rules and regulations. If you need information on that, please do not
hesitate to ask. Ann can connect you with a copy of the AHS judges’ manual.
I hope you enjoyed our annual visit to Dupont Nursery. It’s always a treat to see members of
various chapters scurrying around, smiling, pointing, and saying “excuse me” as they hunt for
selections on their lists. Besides visiting with hibiscus friends from near and far, my favorite
part of the trip is searching for the new varieties that show up on the Dupont list each year.
After pondering the results of the ice breaker last month, I picked out something extra special
for all you purple lovers in this month’s President’s Pick.
March, April, and May will be busy with preparations for Festival des Fleurs and our annual
MBAC show, but I am setting aside time in each of these meetings to resume sharing our
homework assignments. In case you have forgotten: we have been recording the cultivars in
our collections that are heavy bloomers, heavy drinkers, infrequent bloomers, pest magnets,
those that require special treatment/extra TLC, and those that have died on us unexpectedly.
Those of you who hybridize will also have notes about which cultivars are great pollen providers
and which are eager pollen recipients. Certainly some
varieties will check the same boxes for all of us (e.g., does
Chocolate Imp live longer than a few months for
anybody??), but others may present an opportunity for a
transfer of knowledge and experience (e.g., those who
have struggled with Black Dragon would surely love to know
Charlotte Lege’
how others get it to thrive). This, I believe, is the essence
Martha Courville
of what our club is all about.

Kirk Crane
Tobey Smith
Erin Kramer

I’ll see you March 12th! MBAC President, Ryan Perry

2020 Hibiscus Bloom Contest
Our 2020 MBAC Calendar Bloom
Contest got off to a great start with
Sandra Theall winning with Midnight
Star and Todd Alvis winning with
Kay’s Smile. Bring your 4x6 bloom
photos to the meeting.
Each
member can enter two photos in the
monthly contests. They do not have
to be recent photos, but must be
blooms you have grown.
Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy (buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as
soon as possible after the meeting.

Upcoming Events
LSU Spring Garden Show
MBAC Meeting
MBAC Meeting
Festival des Fleurs
Space City Hibiscus Show
New Orleans Hibiscus Show
Space City Hibiscus Show
MBAC Meeting
RedStick Hibiscus Show
Hibiscus Seminar at All Seasons
Lone Star Hibiscus Show
MBAC Show Setup
MBAC Hibiscus Show
Lone Star II Hibiscus Show
MBAC Meeting
AHS National Convention, Texas

March 9 & 10, 2019
March 12, 2019
April 2, 2019
April 13, 2019
April 13, 2019
April 14, 2019
April 27, 2019
May 7, 2019
May 5, 2019
May 11, 2019
May 11, 2019
May 18, 2019
May 19, 2019
June 2, 2019
June 4, 2019
June 20-23, 2019

New Members
Dorothy Broussard
Toya King
Kathy Highlander
Goldie Mullins

Let's give a big Welcome Back to our Hibiscus plants! Although with our fluctuating temps, too
much rain and not enough sun, they may want to stay in hibernation. I know I do but it is
important to awaken your plants from their winter doldrums. If they have been in a shaded
location, slowly introduce them to the sun a few hours a day. Inspect each plant for insects or
disease. Use your magnifying glass! Insects such as whiteflies, mites, aphids, scale and thrips will
also be coming out of their winter doldrums so be aware! Diseases such as wilt are common this
time of year when the soil remains wet and there is insufficient sun or high temps to warm the
soil which allows the roots to process the water so be aware!
With clean tools, trim dead or weak branches and leaves, cutting 1/4" above a node, the bumpy
spot along the stem where a new leaf or branch will form. Remove debris from the pot.
Replenish the soil line with fresh soil or compost, keeping it away from the stem. Water
thoroughly and begin weekly fertilizing with any fertilizer having a high third number.
Remember, nitrogen, the first number, is for green leaves; phosphorous, the second, is for healthy
roots, and potassium, the third, is for blooms. Squeeze the pot to loosen the soil and holding the
plant, pull away the pot to inspect the root ball. Roots should be white and not be compacted. If
necessary, loosen the roots with a slim tool (a chopstick works great!) and give your plant a new
home in a clean pot 1 to 2 inches wider containing a loose, well draining soil. If you squeeze a
handful of soil and it remains in a clump, it is too wet. If it crumbles and does not retain its shape,
it is too dry. After potting, add a top dressing of pine bark or cedar chips to maintain soil
temperature and to keep out weed seeds.
As our weather improves, your Hibiscus will be happy to provide you with many blooms and you
will be glad you and your plants have come out of hibernation! Theresa Gore

MBAC Chapter Shirts
In an effort to get all members in chapter shirts for Festival des
Fleurs and our show, the chapter will pay the cost of the logo
stitching on your first shirt. You provide the shirt of your choice of
color and style. There cannot be anything on the left side where
the logo will be stitched.

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
STOP!!!!!!! Do not turn another page of this newsletter until you have answered this important
question. Did you go on the Dupont Nursery visit or not???? If your answer is YES then
proceed. If however your answer is NO then I suggest that you end this newsletter right now
and skip the pictures from the nursery visit. If you disregard my warning and you continue on
then you’ll totally understand the question when you see the health of the nursery plants, the
number of blooms on display, and all of the smiling faces from the members of all 3 Louisiana
hibiscus chapters. The only negative I can think of is that there were just too many varieties to
select from. (I estimate about 100) Now you should understand why everyone is smiling. It was
indeed another magnificent outing at the nursery. A huge, THANK YOU, to all the staff and to
the entire Dupont family. They made our experience one of a lifetime and we are sooooo lucky
to have the complete support of this fine organization. MERCI BEAUCOUP!!!!!!!!!!
Many of you, that bought plants, have asked me to re-run the pictorial we put together last year
on my technique for repotting plants. It is simple and we are glad to do so.
Last year Father Gerlich and I were discussing my repotting method and I forwarded to him
some pictures I had taken as I completed each step. He was kind enough to take each picture
and develop a power point presentation for anyone interested. If you want an emailed copy
simply let me know by email at buddy@acadianahibiscus.com and I’ll shoot it to you.
Our newsletter editor Ann Peltier has put together on paper those power point pictures and
explanation for your review. Nothing much has changed in my method other than I reduced the
amount of pine bark mulch in my potting mix. I’m now using a ration of 3 parts potting mix to
1 part pink bark mulch. This year I want to retain a little more moisture throughout my growing
season thus the change. This is my method. If your method is working then by all means stay
with it. Should any of you have any additional questions simply let me know.
With the recent warm weather many of my plants are sprouting new leaves and even a few
buds. That’s exciting but we should always remember that our weather in early March is still
very unpredictable so pay close attention to the weekly temperature ahead. If it stays on the
warmer side then your plants will start to come alive and show you some new growth. And
when you see that new growth it means that it’s time to feed your babies so get out your
fertilizer and Epsom salts and treat your plants to a nice healthy meal. To help you get off on
the right foot the chapter will be giving out zipper lock bags of Space City water soluble
fertilizer at the next meeting. Grab a bag and go to work. Your plants will love you for it!!

Buddy

Potting Hibiscus
Photos & Process by Buddy Short

For your viewing pleasure…..
A few highlights from the Dupont Nursery visit
Where to begin?

Decisions, decisions, decisions…….

Entertaining the shoppers
with a little hibiscus dance!

Thanks Mary
for the great photos!

Just one more…

Great Job
Check –Out Team!

If I keep looking down, maybe no one
will notice I had 2 plates….

Good Plants, Good Friends, Good Food, Good Fun!!
Thanks to the Dupont Family for once again providing a wonderful outing!!

2019 MBAC Board
President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com
Vice President ~ Sandra Theall ~ 337-258-6744 ~ sandratheall@sprintmail.com
Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com
Member Liaison ~ Tucker Plaisance ~ 985-856-5291 ~ tuckerplaisance@gmail.com
Member Liaison ~ Mary Jones ~ 337-212-3907 ~ maryjones123@gmail.com

Submissions to the newsletter should be sent to your editor,
Ann Peltier, at ann@acadianahibiscus.com by the 15th of the month.

