Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, April 1st at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
We’ve been ready. We’ve gotten set. Finally it looks like we’re right on the verge of GO!
Finally some spring temps that has us wanting to clean up, clean out, and refresh our
hibiscus population. Proceed carefully as according to weather forecasts, we are not out of
the woods yet. I have been amazed at the number of my plants that I thought were dead
for sure that are putting out new growth, so do not be too quick in discarding plants.
Show season is quickly approaching and I hope that each of you will plan on participating in
not only our show, but shows presented by some of our neighboring chapters. Why? It is
fun and a great opportunity to visit with other hibiscus enthusiasts. You never know when
one of your blooms will end up on the head table. It takes your interest in hibiscus to a new
level. Also, the plant sales at the various shows give you a great opportunity to acquire new
and different cultivars for your collection.
Tuesday night we will be discussing our plans for Festival des Fleurs on April 12 th and 13th
and our annual show on May 18th with setup on May 17th, but more importantly getting our
plants ready to give us lots of blooms! See you Tuesday night! Ann
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Bloom Photo Contest
We kicked off the photo contest in March with the selection of our first two photos. Congrats
to Buddy Short with his Red Snapper twins photo and to Carolyn Cormier-Stoute with her Chads
photo. Bring your 4x6 bloom
photos to the meeting. Each
member can enter two photos in
the monthly contests. It does
not have to be a recent photo,
but strive to enter photos
where bloom colors and form
are true to the bloom standard.
Red Snapper
Chads
Keep in mind that the entire
photo is being judged, so try to enter photos where the background enhances the bloom.
Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to Ann (ann@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as
possible after the meeting.

National Officer Election

Upcoming Events
MBAC Chapter Meeting – April 1st
Festival des Fleurs – April 12th & 13th
1st Space City Hibiscus Show – April 27th
Red Stick Hibiscus Show – May 4th
MBAC Chapter Meeting – May 6th
2nd Space City Hibiscus Show – May 10th
MBAC Show Setup – May 17th
MBAC Hibiscus Show – May 18th
1st Lone Star Hibiscus Show – May 18th
NOLA Hibiscus Show – May 25th
3rd Space City Hibiscus Show – June 1st
MBAC Chapter Meeting – June 3rd
Lone Star Hibiscus Show – June 8th
AHS National Convention
June 19th-June 22nd

You should be receiving your ballot in
the mail in early April for the election
of National Officers. Please follow the
instructions to place your vote for the
people you want leading the AHS for
2014 through 2016.
President:

Jim Bridges
Deb Spencer

1st Vice President:

Lillian Farara
Joanna Schimek

2nd Vice President:

Damon Veach

Recording Secretary: Krista Mathews
Directors:

Bradley
Christian Paul
Felsberg
Nancy Kopp
Pat Merritt
Ann Peltier
Liz Vaughn
Dave Wallin

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
Several of you have asked me to recap our open discussion conducted at our last meeting. Our
topic was, Waking up your hibiscus and getting them ready for maximum output.
Recently Yvonne Forsling, hibiscus expert in my opinion, made a posting to the International
Yahoo hibiscus email address inviting each of us to view her article titled, Hibiscus Recovery
from the Winter Blahs. Since our winter was so severe I found her article exceptional and right
on the money. I encourage each of you to read it again and to use most or all of her suggestions
to get your plants off to a great start.
The following email was her invitation. Click on her link for the entire article. It’s really well
done:
“A few years back I wrote a feature published in Red Stick's Gleanings entitled 'How To Grow
Hibiscus For Spring Show Flowering'. Since it’s the season and not everyone is a member of
our chapter, I thought to put the article online. The page link is http://hibiscussinensis.com/spring_care.htm It's not only for those growing hibs for show blooms as the
information is applicable to all winter weary plants but might seem a bit on the extreme side
for a more casual gardener. Anyway, here's hoping you'll find something useful in it.”

Here’s a quick hit on 3 of her main topics and what I’m doing to accomplish those results.
1. Repotting
Each of us needs to pick the potting mix that has worked best for us with one main objective.
Since we live in a high humidity climate a well draining mix is essential. Find the mix that you
like and put those root tips in some fresh mix for a quick wakeup. That will also show you
which plants are retaining too much moisture. Your plants will love you for it.
2. Do Not Prune
In those early winter months Yvonne does not do any pruning. She prefers to wait (as I do) for
the weather to warm up. Remember this was written for our plants coming out of a cold winter.
Now that temperatures are starting to warm up and new growth is coming out, pruning is purely
at your choosing. I have been doing some light pruning and starting again on my normal
springtime fertilizing routine. Our plants are heavy feeders so I feed often when my plants are
putting out growth and formulating buds. That means a balanced granular in the base of my pots
along with a weekly water soluable application of Space City Fertilizer. Remember high
potassium will encourage new growth and maximum bloom production and coloring. If you
can’t find a fertilizer high in potassium then use a balanced blend or contact me for a zipper
lock bag of water soluable potassium nitrate. I’ll give it to you.

3. Warmth
We are now a month since I read Yvonne’s article for the first time so our temperatures are
considerably warmer than 30 plus days ago. Yeah for us, and a double yeah for our plants. My
plants are exploding with new growth due to the daytime high temperatures. Friday (March
28th) is forecast for 80 degrees but continue to watch the 8 day forecast simply to make certain
we don’t have any late spring surprises in store.
These simple points should give our plants the kick start they all deserve. Get out those
fertilizer cans and go to work. Our blooms will be plentiful before you know it……….
See you Tuesday evening (April 1st) 6PM……….Good blooming everyone…..Buddy

Indian Summer

Dainty Maiden

MBAC Officers
President ~ Ann Peltier ~ 337-781-4992 ~ ann@acadianahibiscus.com
Vice President ~ Jennie Marcantel ~ 337-824-5602 ~ bluesbabyj@hotmail.com
Secretary ~ Jay Ruffin ~ 337-258-8719 ~ jbruffin@bellsouth.net
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane 2014
April 12 -13, 2014
Hours:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 12
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 13
Admission:
$5.00 Adults
Children under 12 free
Location:
Blackham Coliseum
2330 Johnston Street
Lafayette, Louisiana
Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane is the premier Garden Show and Sale for the Acadiana
area. This event evolved from a small group of individuals interested in organizing a
fund-raiser to provide the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center with additional funding.
The Festival is held in the spring each year. The sales booth area provides visitors the
opportunity to purchase the newest plants on the market, as well as those plant
selections that remain consistent favorites year after year. Not only are plants available
for sale, but also items such as tools, supplies, books, pottery, garden ornaments and
more. What makes our event unique is that all vendors are required to sell only gardenrelated items. If it is for or about the garden, you will find it here.
In addition to the sales area there is also a display area by local plant organizations such
as The Lafayette Garden Club, the Bonsai Society of Acadiana, and the Acadian Orchid
Society.
Festival des Fleurs offers something for all ages. Children's activities will be held during
the Festival.

