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Join us Tuesday, March 11th at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Are you ready for Spring?? Seem familiar? Yes, starting this newsletter off with the same
question as we STILL look forward to spring. I know we are all anxious to see Ol’ Man
Winter go to sleep so we can pull out our hibiscus and dress them for our show season.
Come join us as we discuss rejuvenating our plants with fresh cuts, showers, and diets. Look
forward to seeing you next Tuesday! Ann

Did you miss out on the Dupont Nursery Trip this year? If so, I feel for you. You missed
spending a beautiful day with great friends, splendiferous plants and blooms, and delicious
food to top it off. Many thanks go out to the Dupont Family for their wonderful hospitality
and indulging us with that taste of the spring to come.

2015 Calendar

Happy Birthday!!

It is time to begin our bloom contest
for the 2015 calendar. Bring your 4x6
bloom photos to the meeting. Each
member can enter two photos in the
monthly contests. We have a very
limited number of 2014 calendars left
if you haven’t purchased yours yet.

Rusty Petitjean

Upcoming Events
LSU Spring Garden Show –
March 29th & 30th
MBAC Chapter Meeting – April 1st
Festival des Fleurs – April 12th & 13th
1st Space City Hibiscus Show – April 27th
Red Stick Hibiscus Show – May 4th
MBAC Chapter Meeting – May 6th
2nd Space City Hibiscus Show – May 10th

MBAC Show Setup – May 17th
MBAC Hibiscus Show – May 18th
1st Lone Star Hibiscus Show – May 18th
NOLA Hibiscus Show – May 25th
3rd Space City Hibiscus Show – June 1st
MBAC Chapter Meeting – June 3rd
Lone Star Hibiscus Show – June 8th
AHS National Convention –
June 19th-June 22nd

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
With the weather being so unpredictable, it’s hard to get too excited about our hobby at this time of year. I
can think of 5 mornings this young year where our low temperature reached 20 degrees with one complete
day staying below freezing for about 30 hours. Yikes!!! For any of our babies that were left outside those
temperatures probably put most of them in a complete decline mode. I never like losing a plant but
sometimes this hobby gives you few options especially if you have any “in ground” plants. All I knew to do
for potted plants was continue to haul them in and out of the garage and Man Cave. Based on the green
leaves I see most of my collection will be around for at least another year. I hope you experienced the same
results.
If you were unsuccessful in protecting your babies through the winter then the Dupont Nursery trip offered
you a quick fix to get your 2014 hibiscus season started on the right note. I sure hope you attended that
incredible day. It was sooooo much fun to once again stand amongst blooms and hibiscus friends.

I’ve spent the last 30 days looking over my supplies, repotting a few, and re-labeling plants whose tags
have washed away. That’s no small task when you have the number of plants I have. Many times I still
have to wait for a bloom before I can tell what that plant actually is. I don’t think that will ever change. The
good news is occasionally a plant will finally bloom and, lo and behold, it’s a plant I thought I had lost. The
funny part is, in many instances, I have already bought a replacement plant. I guess having two plants is not
a bad thing? That’s my theory anyway.
For the next month I’ll be reviewing the long-range weather forecast on a regular basis. If I see an opening
of 10 days or so of decent temperatures then I’ll swallow hard and start to haul my babies outside for some
fresh air and fertilizer. The good news is our Louisiana shows are not far off and that normally means our
plants are in the growth mode and producing those beautiful blooms we all cherish.
See you at the meeting next Tuesday. It’s time to start planning…….Buddy

For your viewing pleasure……

MBAC Officers
President ~ Ann Peltier ~ 337-781-4992 ~ ann@acadianahibiscus.com
Vice President ~ Jennie Marcantel ~ 337-824-5602 ~ bluesbabyj@hotmail.com
Secretary ~ Jay Ruffin ~ 337-258-8719 ~ jbruffin@bellsouth.net
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com

Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane 2014
April 12 -13, 2014
Hours:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 12
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 13
Admission:
$5.00 Adults
Children under 12 free
Location:
Blackham Coliseum
2330 Johnston Street
Lafayette, Louisiana
Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane is the premier Garden Show and Sale for the Acadiana
area. This event evolved from a small group of individuals interested in organizing a
fund-raiser to provide the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center with additional funding.
The Festival is held in the spring each year. The sales booth area provides visitors the
opportunity to purchase the newest plants on the market, as well as those plant
selections that remain consistent favorites year after year. Not only are plants available
for sale, but also items such as tools, supplies, books, pottery, garden ornaments and
more. What makes our event unique is that all vendors are required to sell only gardenrelated items. If it is for or about the garden, you will find it here.
In addition to the sales area there is also a display area by local plant organizations such
as The Lafayette Garden Club, the Bonsai Society of Acadiana, and the Acadian Orchid
Society.
Festival des Fleurs offers something for all ages. Children's activities will be held during
the Festival.

