Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, June 4th at 6:00 pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Last month at this time, we were all taking a collective deep breath as we prepared for the
busy home stretch of show preparations. Now we can all take another collective deep
breath, but this time it is one of relief and relaxation. We will have a show chairperson
recap and a full treasurer’s report at our June meeting. I would like to thank all officers
and volunteers for your hard work, dedication, and attention to detail in all areas of the
show and sale. We continue to receive positive feedback and rave reviews about our show.
I would also like to thank all exhibitors who braved the frightful weather Sunday morning to
bring blooms to our show. Each exhibitor who walks through those gym doors every year
makes our show that much stronger. Without you, there is no show. And of course, I say a
big “congratulations” to all the winners, including our own chapter members who made it to
the head table. They are highlighted in this newsletter.
In the next few months, as the summer heat begins to oppress us and our hibiscus, I would
like to reboot the homework assignment we began last
fall. I think this is a perfect time to resume this activity
with the surge of new members that we can expect after
our successful show. Please bring your small notebook if
you received one, and if you do not yet have one, we will
get one in your hands!
This month’s President’s Pick is a cultivar that I have
been noticing on Facebook since 2014. Growers who have
it in their collections enjoy the fact that it is highly
variable. Constants in the blooms include a dark red eye,
white rays, and dark purple hues near its center. In
cooler months, the edges of the petals are often pink,
but in hot weather, these pink regions typically give way
to white speckling and irregular white streaks. It’s like
having numerous plants all wrapped up in one!

Danny Crump
Ann Primeaux
Ellen Garracci
Emily Kean
Carrol Vice
Robert Price
Joyce Melebeck

I am excited to report that the membership table at our show signed up 15 new members to
our chapter at the show and the number continues to grow! I hope to see all of you at our
next meeting. If you plan on attending, please let Buddy Short know in advance. His
contact information is on the last page of the newsletter.
I’ll see you June 4th! MBAC President,

New Members
Johnny& Sarite Stelly
Teresa Spoon
Rhonda Boudreaux
Laura Williams
Anne Melancon
Nena Bennett
Virginia Bienvenu
Aimee Robinson
Carrol Vice
Brenda Lollar

Ryan Perry

Linda Martin
Tracy Breath
Karen Meaders
Amanda Meaux
Sharon Naquin
Darryl & Leah Rabassa
Melissa Dominique
Carthy Guillet
Lisa Weeks
& Welcome Back to
Kimberly Siefert-Guy

2020 Hibiscus Bloom Contest
Our 2020 MBAC Calendar Bloom
Contest winners in May were Carolyn
Cormier-Stoute with Bayou Rose and
Brad McManus with Mystic Splendor.
Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the
meeting. Each member can enter two
photos in the monthly contests. They
do not have to be recent photos, but
must be blooms you have grown.
Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to
Buddy (buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible after the meeting.

Upcoming Events
Lone Star II Hibiscus Show
MBAC Meeting
Alvis/Red Stick Seedling & Plant Event
AHS National Convention, Texas
MBAC Meeting
MBAC Meeting
NOLA Ice Cream Social
MBAC New Member BBQ
MBAC Meeting
MBAC Meeting

June 2, 2019
June 4, 2019
June 8, 2019
June 20-23, 2019
July 2, 2019
August 6, 2019
August 25, 2019
September 8, 2019
October 1, 2019
November 5, 2019

LAST CALL FOR DUES RENEWAL!
Your renewal dues for the year 2019 are now due. Renewal for Fulltime members is $35 and for
Associates $10. Checks should be made out to MBAC and can be mailed to me at Buddy Short, 312
Vennard Ave., Lafayette, LA 70501. If you prefer to hand me a check or cash, I will also collect dues
at our June 4th meeting. Please respond according to one of those options as National Dues and
updated rosters must be submitted the 1st week of June each year.
Thanks to everyone for your timely response…………………………………Buddy

Invitation to the Alvis/Red Stick Seedling & Plant Giveway
On June 8th the Red Stick Hibiscus Society will have a seedling and plant giveaway at
the home of Todd and Janelle Alvis in Hammond, LA at 12342 Post Oak Rd. If the
weather is not going to cooperate it will be June 15. We will start about 10 am and you
are free to stay as long as you like. Here are a couple of things for you to keep in mind.
Red Stick is paying for the main meal so only members of the American Hibiscus Society
are invited. All members from any chapter or MALs are welcome. Other items are
welcome - hopefully we can coordinate this - appetizers, sides or desserts are welcome.
I cannot hold plants for people because you can’t make it. It’s not fair to the people
that come and if I start doing it I’ll get overloaded with requests. We will have a lottery

to choose the order that people will make their selection. Some rare plants are reserved
for growers that will be replicating them. Some copies of seedlings will be given to
growers that will show them.
Construction is currently going on at my house and parts may not be completed before
this day. Please be aware of this and extra cautious. I have not had time to clean up
everything around my house with my work schedule and the construction happening.
Please don’t hold that against me.
I have to record all plants that are numbered so the process takes a little while. Please
be patient. I have scale on some of my plants. Because of the crammed quarters it is
virtually impossible for me to get rid of it. I do have snow flies, aphids, and a few others
to a lesser extent so as you should do with any new plants you get. Quarantine them
away from your other plants until you take care of it. Some of these plants are over 10’
tall. Just fair warning. Some of the small 4” pots were just potted up. Don’t move
them up until you see roots on the bottom of the pot.
If the plant has a name, please do not change it because I might have cuttings given to
others.
Please remember I’m giving away a large number of my plants. Things will not go
smoothly but I’m going to try. Please try to be understanding and enjoy yourself!
Todd and Janelle Alvis
If you plan to attend, please let Buddy know at buddy@acadianahibiscus.com
as soon as possible as an accurate headcount will be necessary so they can
plan accordingly.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

AHS National Convention
June 20th to June 23rd 2019
Hotel Rate
$129.00 per night
Breakfast is Not included
Deadline for reservations is May 30, 2019.

South Shore Harbor Resort
& Conference Center
2500 South Shore Boulevard
League City, Texas 77573
(281) 334-1000 (800) 442-5005

Registration Costs
Registration $30
Registration after June 12th - $40
Saturday Night Banquet – $40
Payable by check, PayPal, or credit card to:
AHS Treasurer, PO Box 1580, Venice, FL 34284-1580

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
Not only was our chapter show and sale a HUGE success financially it also was responsible for
attracting 16 new members to our fine organization. 16!!! That number is certainly
understandable as our beautiful hibiscus flowers create interest and cause people to want to
know more. It is the “more” part that makes our chapter so desirable. We provide information
and that is what a club is all about. It’s called shared experience. Good or bad.
The following piece was created about 10 years ago and is given to each individual as they go
through the checkout line. The sole purpose of “Thanks For Taking Me Home” was to give our
customers simple and quick information so that their new purchases could get off to the best
start possible. Read it and digest the information. If after you do so, you have questions then by
all means ask away. Note that I have added in blue a few personal comments about the main
subject line. Follow these simple points and you should have happy plants throughout the
balance of the year.
I hope you picked up a point of two from this information. Most of it comes from personal
experience. Try it. It works..................good blooming everyone........................Buddy
THANKS FOR TAKING ME HOME
Here are a few helpful hints to keep me smiling throughout this summer….
1…when I get to my new home, put me in a location that is not in direct sun. I was recently in a
greenhouse environment so gradually expose me to direct sunlight. Putting greenhouse plants
immediately into direct sun will cause leaf burn with your leaves turning partially white. The
key word is gradually.
2…examine the bottom of my pot. For best results, my pot should always have plenty of
drainage holes. The bottom of a 1 gallon Dupont pot has 16 holes. That, in itself, should tell you
maximum drainage is necessary for best results. Do not put me in a saucer as I do not like “wet
feet”. Flip the saucer upside down, place the plant on top of the saucer, and use it as a way to
get good air circulation under your pot.
3…I am a hungry plant so feed me in small doses but frequently. Use a balanced fertilizer or
one that has a higher potassium reading (last number) I do not like a bloom booster or fertilizers
that are high in phosphorous. Or why not stop by our checkout desk and pick up a canister of
our specially formulated hibiscus fertilizer.
4…in South Louisiana summers, I will probably need to be watered every day with even a
possible cool spray in mid afternoon. Or look for some shaded areas to give your plants some
temporary relief. As the temperatures start to cool off you should also taper off my watering.

Too much moisture in cooler temperatures exposes your root systems to possible root rot or
fungus. In South Louisiana we lose more plants to moisture than we do to colder temperatures.
5…for best bloom results I like to be slightly root bound. You can move me up to the next pot
size however avoid putting me in a much larger pot if my size does not support that move. Pull
your plant out of the pot, examine the roots, and then determine which next size pot would work
best. Typically it’s 1 to 2, 2 to 3, etc. Gradually move up.
6…if I should become stressed I tend to show my displeasure by pushing out yellow leaves. I
am either, too hot or too cold; too wet or too dry; getting too much light or too little; too much
fertilizer or too little. Try doing just the opposite of whatever procedure you were trying. Again
pull your plant out of its pot and examine the roots. Normally that will lead you to your next
move.
7…I can stand a light freeze but if it is really windy and cold, I need to be brought inside where
it is nice and warm. A greenhouse, garage, inside room, are best so long as I can still have some
light. Once the temperature gets consistently below 55 degrees then my blooms will be much
smaller and less frequent. Even if it is not freezing outside a consistent cold North wind can
suck the moisture from your branches and ultimately kill your plant. Block the wind if possible.

MBAC Members Hit the LA Head Tables
The 2019 Louisiana shows have concluded, and MBAC had impressive
representation on all three head tables.
Congratulations, growers and
hybridizers, on a job well done! We are very proud of your success!

NOLA:
Best Collector Single: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Moonlight Madness'
Best Collector Double: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Chiffon Pink'
Collector Sweepstakes: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Pink on the Mountain'

Red Stick:
Best Open Collector Double: Buddy Short, 'Untamed Heart'
Best of Show Miniature: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Wild Blueberry'

MBAC:
Best Amateur Single: Mary Jones, 'Autumn Splendor'
Best Amateur Double: Mary Jones, 'Dark Princess'
Amateur Sweepstakes: Mary Jones, 'Pam’s Pizzazz'
Best Collector Double: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Jenny Lynn'
Best Seedling Double: Sandy Scheuermann, 'Fire and Brimstone'
Best Master Collector Single & People’s Choice: Buddy Short, 'Carousel Dreams'
Best Master Collector Double: Buddy Short, 'Love Story'

2019 MBAC Board
President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com
Vice President ~ Sandra Theall ~ 337-258-6744 ~ sandratheall@sprintmail.com
Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com
Member Liaison ~ Mary Jones ~ 337-212-3907 ~ maryjones132@gmail.com

Submissions to the newsletter should be sent to your editor,
Ann Peltier, at ann@acadianahibiscus.com by the 15th of the month.

