Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, July 5th at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Hello everyone. As the temperature rises, don’t forget to keep your hibiscus
watered. I have found that a cooling spray of water on the leaves can also
rejuvenate your plants during the heat of the day. Try it. For the July meeting,
Theresa Gore will give a power point presentation on insects. Be sure to attend if
at all possible. At our meeting we will also be introducing new members,
celebrating birthdays, and drawing lucky winner names for plants, hibiscus books
or buckets of fertilizer. Don’t forget about the name that bloom contest. Check
it out and see how many you can name.
MBAC President, Sandy Scheuermann

Calendar Photo Contest
Congratulations
to
Francis Rush with White
Kalakaua last month’s
winner for our 2017
Calendar. Bring your
bloom photos to the
meeting. You can enter
two photos in the
monthly contests. They do not have to be recent
photos, but must be blooms you have grown.
Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed as
soon as possible after the meeting to Buddy at
buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com.

Doug Trahan
Barbara Messina
Carolyn Cormier-Stoute
Lorraine Kizziar
Jim Faulk
Rocky Schonewitz

Albo Lacinatus
So you attended the June meeting and came away with an Albo Lacinatus. I
thought you might be interested in a little history. Albo Lacinatus is
considered to have been one of the very earliest of the hibiscus hybrids.
Some speculate that it could have been a filial 1 or 2 (first or second
generation) cross between the Hawaiian species 'Hibiscus arnottianus' and
the Malagasy species 'Hibiscus schizopetalus.' Whatever the cross, it is
likely to have been hybridized no later than the late 1700's or early
1800's. 'Albo Lacinatus' remains today one of the fastest growing, tallest,
and most vigorous of all tropical hibiscus species and cultivars. It makes a beautiful, blooming wall,
hedge, or screen, growing up to 20 feet tall in about 5 years. Its pink flowers are the first to bloom
in the spring and the last to stop blooming in the winter. Because of its vigorous root system, it is
also a favorite hibiscus to use as rootstock for grafting hibiscus.

Thanks to Charles Black and Hidden Valley Hibiscus for this background information and photo.

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, July 5th
Sunday, August 14th
Tuesday, September 6th
Tuesday, October 4th
Tuesday, November 1st

MBAC Chapter Meeting
New Member BBQ at Short Home
In lieu of August Meeting
MBAC Chapter Meeting
MBAC Chapter Meeting
MBAC Chapter Meeting

Alvis Outing
A huge “Thank You” goes out to Todd, Janelle, and family
for opening their home, greenhouses, and grounds to the 3
Louisiana chapters on June 11th. The intermittent showers
couldn’t dampen the spirits of all that attended. How can
you go wrong with beautiful hibiscus, delicious food and
beverages, and, of course, great people! Each attendee
receiving a gift plant, cuttings, and seeds, not to mention
the free-flowing expert advice, “sealed the deal” of a very
enjoyable and memorable hibiscus outing.

Name That Bloom
Can you name these blooms???? Doing so might win you a prize at the next meeting.
Write your name and a list of the blooms on a piece of paper and bring it to the meeting.
We will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There
will be a drawing if there are multiple winners. Don’t miss out on the fun!
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Congratulations to Lorraine Kizziar, the June Winner

Cajun Cocktail, Creole Fire, Peach Cascade, Zydeco, Saffron Moon, Snow on the Mountain

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter?
Submit it by the 15th of the month to Ann @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com.

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
Yesterday I returned from the AHS convention in Houston and several things are worth mentioning before
we get to our maintenance issues for July 2016.
Our President, Sandy, was unable to attend the convention due to a very bad back issue so I was called on
to give our chapter year in review. I admit it was fun revisiting our accomplishments and several of those
gave the audience a chance to acknowledge their approval. Those in attendance were amazed by our all
time Louisiana record bloom count of 791 blooms on display for the public. In addition to that high number
of blooms was the equally high number of gold ribbon blooms. How about over 500 golds? The judges
should certainly be acknowledged for a truly magnificent job of not only getting the blooms judged but also
getting the blooms out for the public to view. THAT WAS QUITE A JOB AND WE ALL THANK
YOU!!!!!!
Everyone seemed to enjoy our willingness to name a seedling in the name
of the attendee drawn (see picture) I will remember young Ryder and his
selected name of Morning Kiss for a long time. Good job young man.
Both of the above were worthy of mention but the show accomplishment
that stirred the most enthusiasm was our chapter honoring the military by
offering a free plant to all veterans in attendance. I believe every hand in
the place was in applause for this gesture. They all approved and WE
WILL DO IT AGAIN AND AGAIN!!!!
And now it’s down to hibiscus business for July. If you haven’t noticed,
“IT’S REALLY HOT OUTSIDE!!!!!” The extreme heat does enough
damage to your plants in itself but let’s also remember that the heat
weakens your plants and, in my opinion, a weak plant makes them more
prone to insect attack. Come listen to our own member and Master
Gardener, Theresa Gore, talk about the good and bad of insects and how best to combat them. Theresa
gives one of the best presentations I’ve ever heard on this subject and I can’t wait to listen to her message
again. You’ll be sorrow if you miss this. Come and learn.
I live and maintain my plants with a personal motto in mind. “If I’m hot then so are my plants and if I’m
cold so are they” Simple enough? Well we certainly don’t have to worry about the cold part but those
drooping and sometimes yellow leaves will tell you that you need to attend to the hot part. In our extreme
heat just keeping moisture in your pots is difficult but it’s especially difficult if you bought any 1 gallon
plants this year and you haven’t moved them up in pot size. Trust me, in a 1 gallon pot you will have a
difficult time in July and August maintaining enough moisture in your pots and your plants will suffer. If
they dry out too much it could be fatal. Why not address that issue immediately by moving those babies up
to a 2 or 3 gallon pot with fresh potting mix. That alone may be responsible for your plants making through
our extreme heat.
Now that you’ve taken care of your plants, what about you in this heat? I’ve attached a picture of Florida
Water that should give you some personal relief if you use it. Get yourself a small ice chest and put in

some ice cubes. Put in a couple of big cups of water and then sprinkle in about 7 or 8
drops of Florida Water. Now throw in a small wash rag or towel and then wipe your face,
arms, or legs with the towel. THAT IS SOOOO REFRESHING!!!! The small bottle costs
about $4 and can be purchased at Walgreens and probably other places as well. If you’ve
tried it then you already know the results. If you haven’t tried it then you are in for a very
satisfying and refreshing result. If you can’t find it let me know and I’ll bring you some.
In summary…Remember to water well in the morning and if possible during July/August
give your babies an afternoon cool down spray. Inspect your plants for any insect
invasions. After Theresa’s presentation you should know exactly what to look for.
Now that we’ve taken care of your plants and of you personally then the rest is up to you. Let us know if
you are having any other summer difficulties…..
See you Tuesday night………………….good blooming everyone………………………Buddy

AHS Convention 2016
a recap by Ann Peltier

Thanks to the Lone Star and Space City Chapters for hosting a wonderful convention. The fun kicked off on
Thursday afternoon catching up with friends from Florida, Louisiana, Texas, and BVI. Then it was off to the
President’s Committee and Board of Directors meetings followed by more fun, food, and chat sessions well
into the evening. Friday morning brought a meeting of the “early birds”, Jim Bridges, David Craig, and me over
coffee followed by the business meetings. During the breaks as the raffle plants donated by chapters and
individuals rolled in, the raffle ticket sales went up and kept Fred Rousch and assistants hopping. I’ll stop here
and thank Dupont Nursery for their generous donation of six flats of plants on behalf of the three Louisiana

chapters. More business was conducted and there was a Judges Seminar presented by Jim Gedicke before
breaking for the delicious lunch provided by the Space City Chapter. The afternoon brought more meetings
interspersed with raffle drawings. As the business meetings rolled to a close, it was off to the Mikulenka home
for a tour of their greenhouse and dinner provided by the Lone Star Chapter. Thanks to Gloria and Mike

Mikulenka for opening their home to a rowdy bunch. Meanwhile back at the hotel, the
food, beverage, and chat sessions once again continued into late evening. Friday night
also brought the arrival in the downstairs corridor of a statue of ganesh, a hindu god.
Oh yes, this created a lot of curiosity and speculation. The first General Session was
held Saturday morning where all of the business discussed in Friday’s committee
meetings was presented to the membership. The end of the session also brought the
end of the raffle plants. Jim Gedicke did a presentation on Holly Hock Thrips followed
by the chapter president reports. Yes, Buddy standing in for Sandy delivered a
wonderful and entertaining recap of our chapter year. Just as the session ended for
the free afternoon, the ceremonies and rituals of the Hindu wedding taking place at the
hotel was gearing up which provided the afternoon entertainment for most
conventioneers. Saturday night ushered
in the Awards Banquet which is always
the highlight of convention. I will tell you
that Buddy and I both accepted awards
President - Damon Veach
for our chapter/chapter members. Which
1st Vice President - Carolyn Cormier-Stoute
awards? Be at the meeting Tuesday
night to find out. The awards were
2nd Vice President - Fred Rousch
followed by the announcement of the
Recording Secretary - Krista Matthews
AHS election results and the installation
Treasurer – Walter Bisselle
of the new officers. The silent auction
Executive Secretary – Joanna Schimek
results were announced followed quickly
by the live auction. The array of auction
Directors
items donated by members brought about
Pat Merritt, Chairman
some lively bidding wars and like the
Todd Alvis, Connie Rousch, Cindy Wilson,
raffle funneled funds into the Seed Pod
David Craig, Ann Peltier, Bradley Christian,
budget. The Sunday morning general
session brought a bleary eyed group
and Nancy Kopp
together following the “after banquet”
Parlimentarian – Ann Peltier
parties which turned to teary eyes as
everyone said their goodbyes. I would be
remiss if I did not throw out a few thanks to the Lone Star and Space City Chapters for the hospitality suite and
the wonderful food and beverages available during the breaks. Although a number of their chapter members
contributed their services, I do need to send special thanks to George Elliff, the
bartender, and Petina Pervin and Linda Gibson who kept the food table well
stocked with goodies. Did I mention that some business was conducted during
the convention? Well here it is in a recap. After floundering for a few years,
the Nomenclature committee will strive to get the official AHS Nomenclature
Listing updated and moving forward with a few steps back to the charge of the
original AHS objectives. If you have seedlings to
register, the information should be supplied to me.
Forms will be designed and included in future
show packets as well as provided to the chapters for distribution. The hybridizers
of Best of Show Seedlings are now responsible for getting plants to the members
of the Seedling Evaluation Committee. The confusion over judging regular
blooms being shown as miniatures was put to rest with the rules remaining as
stated in the Judges Manual that up to 2 points can be deducted for size. A
committee was appointed to pursue the production of a new Bloom CD. A
proposal was made to amend the by-laws to do away with the Fall National
Meeting and only have one National meeting per year. A proposal was also made to amend the by-laws to
change the scoring method of seedling evaluation. The by-laws proposals will be presented again at the Fall
Meeting, then in the Seed Pod before going to the membership for voting at the next National Convention.
Speaking of which, the 2017 National Convention will be held June 22 nd through June 27th in Baton Rouge. I’m
sure I may have missed something in this recap, but the one way to be sure you don’t miss something
important is to plan to be present at the next national meeting.

AHS Officers 2016-2018

Seedling of the Year Awards

2016 Seedling of the Year

Cheerleader

hybridized by Cindy Adkins

2nd Place

3rd Place

4th Place

Silver Sun

Spotted Fever

Stippled Tiger

hybridized by
Sonny Stollings

hybridized by
Dupont-Gerlich

hybridized by
Dupont-Gerlich

2016 MBAC Board
President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com
Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com
Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com
Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com
Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com

