Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, April 5th at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
Are we blooming yet? My hibiscus babies are really starting to put out blooms. For
our meeting on April 5th, we will have a recap of our efforts at Festival des Fleurs and
continue our discussion on getting our plants to produce blooms for our show in May.
Don’t forget to identify the blooms and maybe win a new plant. Bring your photos
because we will be selecting two more blooms for the calendar.
See you at the festival. MBAC President, Sandy Scheuermann

Congratulations to Lorraine Kizziar for
naming all six blooms in our March
“Name That Bloom” contest!

Sandra Barr
Francis Rush

Calendar Photo Contest
Congratulations to Carolyn Cormier-Stoute with Evening Glow and
Charlotte Lege’ with Bayou Rose, the next two winners for our 2017
Calendar.

Evening Glow

Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the meeting. Each member can enter
two photos in the monthly contests. They do not have to be recent
photos, but must be blooms you have grown.

Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy (buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com) as soon as possible
after the meeting.

Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane 2016
When: April 2nd & 3rd
Hours: Saturday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Sunday, 11:00AM – 3:00PM

Where: Blackham Coliseum
2330 Johnston Street
Lafayette, Louisiana

MBAC will have four booths offering Cajun Hibiscus & fertilizer
for sale, hibiscus information, membership, and show promotion.
Your help is needed to man the booth!
Sign up now by contacting Ryan Perry at 504-352-6091 or
rperry123@gmail.com to let him know when you will available to
join in the fun while we promote hibiscus and our chapter.

Hibiscus Fertilizer
The professional hibiscus people have told us for years that our hibiscus fertilizer of choice should
contain high doses of potassium (the last number). The problem however has always been, “where do
you find fertilizer that fits that description?” Our chapter answer, up to this point, has been to purchase
the Space City water soluble and make it available to our members or people that attend our show and
sale. I am very happy to announce that we have now partially solved that problem. Recently I
approached Chastant Brothers Inc. here in Lafayette about the possibility of producing a “granular”
fertilizer with a very high potassium number. They were receptive to my idea but required a minimum
order of 1000 lbs. The chapter made the commitment and with the help of Chastant Brothers we were
able to fill their minimum requirements. Now comes further good news. You can now buy a 50 lbs.bag
of this granular fertilizer for $25. It can be picked up from me at our home or you can pick it up
yourself at Chastant Brothers. You will pay the chapter for your purchase. YOU ARE ON YOUR
HONOR BUT PLEASE LET ME KNOW IN ADVANCE YOUR INTENTIONS!!!! If you go direct
to Chastant Brothers, tell them you want the hibiscus granular fertilizer
and pick it up. You will then pay the chapter at the next meeting or by
mailing us a check to my home address of 312 Vennard Avenue,
Lafayette, LA 70501. Remember the cost is $25.
Here’s a thought for members only.......if you don’t need 50 lbs then
“buddy up” with a member or two and divide it up. A member can also
purchase a canister of this fertilizer at one of our meetings for $10.
Once a member’s canister is empty then bring it back to a meeting or to
my house and I’ll fill up your bucket for $5. Now is that a deal or
what??????????

Name That Bloom
Can you name these blooms???? Doing so might win you a prize at the next meeting.
Write your name and a list of the blooms on a piece of paper and bring it to the meeting.
We will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There
will be a drawing if there are multiple winners. Don’t miss out on the fun!
1

4

2

5

3

6

Member Corner
Two of our chapter members, Christianna Gallagher and her daughter,
Hannah, recently attended the Regional Dance Masters convention in Biloxi,
MS where Hannah, the reigning Miss Dance of Dixie for 2015, gave up her
crown to the 2016 winner. As a part of the crowning ceremony Hannah was
asked to perform individually for all in attendance. The enclosed picture was
taken during her magnificent performance. Well done young lady.........
(Submitted by proud grandpa, Buddy)
Have something you would like to share with the members? Submit it by the 15 th of
the month to Ann @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com.

Calendar of Events
Saturday & Sunday, April 2nd & 3rd
Tuesday, April 5th
Sunday, April 17th
Sunday, April 24th
Sunday, May 1st
Tuesday, May 3rd
Saturday, May 7th
Saturday, May 14th
Sunday, May 15th
Saturday, May 21st
Sunday, May 29th
Tuesday, June 7th
Thursday-Sunday, June 23rd-26th

Festival des Fleurs….Volunteers Needed!
MBAC Chapter Meeting
Lone Star Show and Sale, Bellaire, TX
Space City Show and Sale, Pasadena, TX
RedStick Show and Sale, Baton Rouge, LA
MBAC Chapter Meeting
Lone Star Show and Sale, Sugarland, TX
MBAC Show Setup…..Volunteers Needed!
MBAC Show and Sale.....Volunteers Needed!
Space City Show and Sale, Texas City, TX
New Orleans Show and Sale, New Orleans
MBAC Chapter Meeting
AHS National Convention, Houston, Texas

Southwest Louisiana Garden Conference & Expo 2016
http://www.gardenfest.org
Buddy Short will be a guest speaker at 10:00 am on April 9 th on the topic of
“Maintaining Tropical Hibiscus is South Louisiana”

MBAC 2016 Dues Renewal
Your dues for the year 2016 are now due. Renewal for Full Members is $35 and for Associates $10.
Checks should be made out to MBAC and can be mailed to me at Buddy Short, 312 Vennard Ave.,
Lafayette, LA 70501. If you prefer to hand me a check or cash, I will also collect dues at our
upcoming April and May meetings as well as Festival Des Fleurs on April 2 & 3 and our show and
sale on May 15th. Please respond accordingly to one of those options as National Dues and Rosters
must be submitted the 1st week of June each year. If you have moved or have a new phone number
or email address, please include that information with your renewal.
***of special note: if you joined our chapter after January 1st of this year (ie Tobey Smith) then
you are not required to pay your dues again.
Thanks to everyone for your timely response…………………………………Buddy

MBAC History – In the beginning…..

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
About 7 or 8 years ago we decided to put together a simple piece of general hibiscus information so
that our show customers and potential new members could get their newly purchased plants off to the
best growing start possible. Thus was born, Thanks for Taking Me Home. In my view, it served a
good purpose if our customers would read it. Today I believe that it also serves as great talking points
for our volunteer members as they serve our booth guests. If you are working Festival Des Fleurs or
our show and sale, read through this little piece and pay attention to the written word as well as my
short personal comments in blue. Remember in many cases, your customer’s plants survival depends
on you. Good blooming everyone........................

THANKS FOR TAKING ME HOME
Here are a few helpful hints to keep me smiling throughout this summer….
1…when I get to my new home, put me in a location that is not in direct sun. I was recently in a
greenhouse environment so gradually expose me to direct sunlight. Putting greenhouse plants
immediately into direct sun will cause leaf burn with your leaves turning partially white. The
key word is gradually.
2…examine the bottom of my pot. For best results, my pot should always have plenty of
drainage holes. The bottom of a 1 gallon Dupont pot has 16 holes. That, in itself, should tell you
maximum drainage is necessary for best results. Do not put me in a saucer as I do not like “wet
feet”. Flip the saucer upside down, place the plant on top of the saucer, and use it as a way to
get good air circulation under your pot.
3…I am a hungry plant so feed me in small doses but frequently. Use a balanced fertilizer or
one that has a higher potassium reading (last number) I do not like a bloom booster or fertilizers
that are high in phosphorous. Or why not stop by our checkout desk and pick up a canister of
our specially formulated hibiscus fertilizer.
4…in South Louisiana summers, I will probably need to be watered every day with even a
possible cool spray in mid afternoon. Or look for some shaded areas to give your plants some
temporary relief. As the temperatures start to cool off you should also taper off my watering.
Too moisture in cooler temperatures exposes your root systems to possible root rot or fungus. In
South Louisiana we lose more plants to moisture than we do to colder temperatures.
5…for best bloom results I like to be slightly root bound. You can move me up to the next pot
size however avoid putting me in a much larger pot if my size does not support that move. Pull
your plant out of the pot, examine the roots, and then determine which next size pot would work
best. Typically it’s 1 to 2, 2 to 3, etc. Gradually move up.
6…if I should become stressed I tend to show my displeasure by pushing out yellow leaves. I
am either, too hot or too cold; too wet or too dry; getting too much light or too little; too much
fertilizer or too little. Try doing just the opposite of whatever procedure you were trying. Again

pull your plant out of its pot and examine the roots. Normally that will lead you to your next
move.
7…I can stand a light freeze but if it is really windy and cold, I need to be brought inside where
it is nice and warm. A greenhouse, garage, inside room, are best so long as I can still have some
light. Once the temperature gets consistently below 55 degrees then my blooms will be much
smaller and less frequent. Even if it is not freezing outside a consistent cold North wind can
suck the moisture from your branches and ultimately kill your plant. Block the wind if possible.
To find out how to better care for me and my relatives, why don’t you join the Mike Bernard
Acadiana Hibiscus Chapter. They meet monthly and their membership dues are only $35 per
year. A membership application can be picked up at our registration table or a local meeting or
by contacting Buddy Short at 232-2446 or buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com. We welcome you
to visit our chapter website www.acadianahibiscus.com.

For your viewing pleasure…...
Bobby Dupont shares some of his new seedlings and his favorite bloom, Bootsie!

2016 MBAC Board
President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com
Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com
Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com
Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4599@gmail.com
Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com

