Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hibiscus Society
www.
Join us Tuesday, March 1st at 6:00pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
If you weren’t able to go to Dupont’s, you really missed out. The plants were
fabulous and the food was great. I had to restrain myself and keep my purchases to
twelve. I also picked up another dozen as giveaways to members at our meetings. Be
sure to attend the next meeting for a chance to win one of these beautiful plants.
Next on our agenda is Festival des Fleurs April 2nd. Volunteers are needed. If you
haven’t signed up yet, please do so at the meeting or send Buddy or Ryan an email.
See you March 1st at the meeting.

MBAC President, Sandy Scheuermann

Calendar Photo Contest
The first two bloom photos for the 2017 Calendar were
chosen at the February meeting. Congratulations to
Sandy with Hotsy Totsy and Buddy with Spotted Pony.

March
Charlotte Lege’
Tom Courville
Rusty Petitjean
Martha Courville
Kirk Crane
Tobey Smith
Jessie Arabie
Gwen Williams
Mary Courville

Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the meeting. Each
member can enter two photos in the monthly contests.
They do not have to be recent photos, but must be
blooms you have grown.
Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy
(buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com) as soon as possible after
the meeting.

DUPONT NURSERY VISIT RECAP
Thanks to the Dupont Family for giving us a wonderful day of catching up with old
friends, making new friends, great food, and, of course, beautiful hibiscus, hibiscus,
and did I say, hibiscus!

LSU Spring Garden Show 2016
March 12th & 13th, 2016
Parker Coliseum – Baton Rouge
Be sure to visit the RedStick Hibiscus Chapter’s Booth.
It will be the one overflowing with Cajun Hibiscus.

Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane 2016
When: April 2nd & 3rd
Hours: Saturday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Sunday, 11:00AM – 3:00PM

Where: Blackham Coliseum
2330 Johnston Street
Lafayette, Louisiana

MBAC will have four booths offering Cajun Hibiscus for sale,
hibiscus information, membership, and show promotion. Your
help is needed to man the booth!
Sign up now by contacting Ryan Perry at 504-352-6091 or
rperry123@gmail.com to let him know when you will available to
join in the fun while we promote hibiscus and our chapter.

AHS Officer Elections

Dr. David Tate

Within the next few months you should be
receiving your ballot for the 2016-2018 AHS
Officers. Please take the time to place your
vote as these will be our society leaders for the
next two years. The slate of officers is as
follows:
President:

Joanna Schmik
Damon Veach

1st Vice President: Deb Spencer
Carolyn Cormier-Stoute
2nd Vice President: Fred Rousch
Recording Secretary:
Directors:

Krista Matthews

Todd Alvis
Don Bernard
Connie Rousch
Cindy Wilson
C.J. Melebeck

Dr. David Tate

Remembering Colbert

A step back in history……
The AHS President’s Message
from the February-March-April 1958 Seed Pod

Name That Bloom
Congratulations to Lorraine Kizziar for her triumph in
our February “Name That Bloom” Contest!
Can you name these blooms???? Doing so might win you a prize at the next meeting.
Write your name and a list of the blooms on a piece of paper and bring it to the meeting.
We will exchange papers and identify the blooms. The member with the most correct will
win the prize. There will be a drawing if there are multiple winners.
Don’t miss out on the fun!
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Member Corner
Have something you would like to share with the members?
Submit it by the 15th of the month to Ann @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com.

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, February 2nd
Saturday, February 13th
Tuesday, March 1st
Saturday & Sunday, March 12th & 13th
Saturday & Sunday, April 2nd & 3rd
Tuesday, April 5th
Sunday, April 17th
Sunday, April 24th
Sunday, May 1st
Tuesday, May 3rd
Saturday, May 7th
Saturday, May 14th
Sunday, May 15th
Saturday, May 21st
Sunday, May 29th
Tuesday, June 7th
Thursday-Sunday, June 23rd-26th

MBAC Chapter Meeting
Dupont Nursery Visit & Judge Seminar
MBAC Chapter Meeting
LSU Spring Garden Show
Festival des Fleurs….Volunteers Needed!
MBAC Chapter Meeting
Lone Star Show and Sale, Bellaire, TX
Space City Show and Sale, Pasadena, TX
RedStick Show and Sale, Baton Rouge, LA
MBAC Chapter Meeting
Lone Star Show and Sale, Sugarland, TX
MBAC Show Setup…..Volunteers Needed!
MBAC Show and Sale.....Volunteers Needed!
Space City Show and Sale, Texas City, TX
New Orleans Show and Sale, New Orleans
MBAC Chapter Meeting
AHS National Convention, Houston, Texas

Hibiscus Flowers where ever I look, Reds and blues and the pretty white,
Freshly taken from a picture book, They fill me with great delight.
Indoor Hibiscus Flowers delicate yellow, Potted plants in my snug flat,
Great beauty that turns me mellow, To all Gardeners I take off my hat.
The hibiscus is a flower to please, Grown in a warm and temperate clime.
Reds, blues and whites do tease, With glowing colours so sublime.

Bernard Shaw

Buddy’s Blooms and Things
This weather is absolutely amazing. Just last week I rode in the King’s parade which was the
earliest Mardi Gras (February 9th) during my 28 years of riding in the parade. The temperature
was incredible and hovered somewhere around 70 degrees during the parade hours. Ironically,
two years ago I participated in the latest Mardi Gras during my 28 years (March 4th) and the
temperature was sleeting and below freezing. So what’s the point? Simple……it ain’t over till
it’s over. Pay attention to the long range forecast. It could still change on us.
Last Saturday many of you took the opportunity to venture down to Plaquemine, LA to spend
some quality time amongst the hibiscus blooms. Even though I wasn’t there physically I still
enjoyed knowing that some of you were experiencing that magnificent outing for the first time.
That alone brought a huge smile to my face as I knew you were having a great time and
probably picking up a few nice plants along the way. How could you not? I look forward to you
telling me about your experience and what you bought.
The past two weeks have really been interesting. I typically watch the long range low
temperatures very closely and, based on what I saw, I finally made the decision to move all of
my plants outside the garage and Man Cave. I know it’s early but when it’s 73 outside and
sunny, my babies are just begging me to bring them out for some fresh air and sunshine. I even
got out my slow release granular fertilizer and gave every plant a good application. I then
watered it in. It’s as though they were saying, Thank you!” I even see a few leaves forming. It
won’t be long.
On the comical side, with the sun as bright as it is and no leaves on my big pecan trees for
partial shade, I noticed this morning that many of my plants are now experiencing “leaf
sunburn”. (Whitish coloring caused by too much sun too quickly). When I saw that I just
laughed. They will all snap back fine.
As we wait for buds to form and even some flowers to show up there are still a few
maintenance issues to deal with. Check your name tags to make certain you can still identify the
name of your plants. Just this morning I relabeled about 20 plants. I was lucky as I got to them
just before they were completely washed out. It’s really no fun to not know what a plant is.
Leave it to me to buy a replacement plant only to have an unnamed plant bloom and it’s the
original plant I thought I had lost. No wonder I have so many plants!!!
Your second big issue is repotting plants and putting in some fresh mix for your root tips to
grow in. Get in a habit of doing this yearly before you have too many plants. Eventually that
one task alone becomes overwhelming. Trust me……that will happen.
Hey gang, enjoy these temperatures while they are here and remember, Blooms are on the
way……see you Tuesday March 1st………………………Buddy

For your viewing pleasure…...
from the garden of Ann Primeaux
Flecks of Gold

Envie

Angel Baby

Love Storm

Cajun Orange Magic

2016 MBAC Board
President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com
Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com
Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com
Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com
Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4599@gmail.com
Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com

