Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter
American Hib iscus Society
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Join us Tuesday, May 1st at 6:00 pm
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center
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Beautiful blooms bursting open, burgeoning buds, backyards bedecked by bonanzas of
briliant bl ossomsé. It must o0B6 spring! We cC ¢
plants at Festival Des Fleurs, despite the thunderstorms that passed through. And our

new bloom tree got lots of oohs and aahs.

The hands-on practi ce wi t h Biuldstdmegtsig sedmedotonise aareat o
time for all. Building on that experience, | am excited to announce that the majority of

our May meeting will be a Mini Show! Bring as many blooms as you would like to enter.
Each of us will get experience judging, a nd there will be prizes for the winners. Since

we meet in the evening, you may want to test your refrigeration skills on buds that look

like they will open on Monday or on Tuesday morning of our meeting.

In between the entering of blooms at the beginning of our meeting and judging/prizes at
the end of our meeting, Connie will add the finishing touches to our show plans for
Sunday, May 20™.

| 61 1 see y'bMBAG RresMeny Ryan Perry

2019 HibiscusCalendarContest

Our Bloom Photo Contest continued in April
with Sandy Scheuermann with Almost
Heaven and Francis Rush with Cajun
Maiden getting the winning votes.

Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the March
meeting or email to Buddy for entry. Each
member can enter two photos in the §
monthly contests. They do not have to be
recent photos, but must be blooms you
Nad have grown.

Reminder! Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy (buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible.



mailto:buddy@acadianahibiscus.com

Our chapter presented an educational
seminar at All Seasons Nursery on
Saturday, April 21stent i t | ed f
1010. | t was we | |
received. Thanks to the members who
made presentations and to those there
), ~ to mingle and answer questions. Several
SandraTheall of the attendees showed great interest in
joining our chapter. Watch for notice of
upcoming seminars and plan to attend
as we fulfill one of the objectives of the
AHS nNnto educate the

FESTIVAL DES FLEU RS DE LOUISIANE

What can one say about Festival des Fleurs this year exceptWVow! What a
day! It began shrouded in severe thunderstorms, then the sun peeked out
and the people poured through the doors. Thanks to all of the members who
came out and worked so hard to make the day a success. Our new hibiscus
tree certainly drew the people to our booth where they were met with an
outstanding array of plants. The plant and fertilizer sales were great and we
welcomed two new members. This may well be our most successful festival
to date and such a great opportunity to promote our show!

Sheila Smoak
Darrell Smith
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For those thatmlssed out on the fun get ready for the big one,
our Show and Sale on May 20!
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Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter . ,_.. ..................................... PErERERI

ey il els & MBAC Hibiscus Show & Sale

presents its 18th annual

Sh"(')'v'\’,'g:g:le i  Show Setup- Saturday, May 19" at
S t 8:00am until complete (usually around 1:00pm)
unday u
May 20, 2018

Show & Salei Sunday, May 20"

| SeoboStrest. (afayetin, L 8:00am until truck is loaded at the end of the
oom Entry P

8:00am-11:30am day
Plant Sale far
1:00pm-4:00pm
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Volunteers Needed!! Food Needed!!

Free Admission
Exotic Varieties
Fertilizer
Expert Advice & Tips
Membership Available

Contact Connie Chauvin to sign up
337-339-1959i sweetie4559@qmai|.com i
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Welcome to New MBAC Members!

Donna Taylor
Emily Kean
Leslie Leonpacher

Upcoming Events

MBAC Meeting May 1, 2018
Red Stick Hibiscus Show May 6, 2018
Lone Star Hibiscus Show May 12, 2018
MBAC Show Set up May 19, 2018
MBAC Hibiscus Show May 20, 2018
Lone Star Il Hibiscus Show June 3, 2018
MBAC Meeting June 52018
AHS National ConventionFt. Myers, Florida

June 2124, 2018
MBAC Meeting July 32018
MBACNew Member Barbecue Date to be Announced
MBAC Meeting September 42018
MBAC Meeting October 2 2018
MBAC Meeting November 62018
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MBAC 2018 Dues Renewal

Your renewal dues for the year 2018 are now due. Renewal for Full Members is
$35 and Associate Members $10. Checks should be made out to MBAC and can be
mailed to me at Buddy Short, 312 Vennard Ave., Lafayette, LA 70501. If you
prefer to hand me a check or cash, | will also collect dues at our upcoming May 1st
meeting as well as our show and sale on May 20th. Please respond according to one
of those options as National Dues and updated rosters must be submitted the 1
week of June each year. Thanks to everyo

st



Name That Bloom

Can you name these blooms???? Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the meeting. We
will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There will be a
drawing if there are multiple winners.
A little change up this month T how many can you get right?

Congratulationsto ~ Tucker Plaisance , our April winner !
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Buddyods Bl ooms and Thin

The hibiscus year has officially begun with the first show and sale of one of the Louisiat
hibiscus chapters. Yesterday, Sunday April 22, the New Orleans chapter invited us
participate in their show and those of us vditended were not disappointed. After the
blooms were judged, over 450 blooms were on display for the buying public. That alor
made me reminisce about the first show | attended. That was a great memory for me «
was my first glimpse at the true beautytlod tropical hibiscus world. | was lucky to have
attended that first show. Wow, that was 17 years ago. A lot has gone on in those 17 ye
and after all those years | actually fe
| tell you, | have kiled a lot of plants during my learning years. | still do but just not as
many.

Just this past Saturday All Seasons Nursery here in Lafayette invited our chapter to co
to the nursery and put on a presentation for those that were interested. We had & peop
attendance and when the presentation was finished | think we each walked away feel
like we had made some new hibiscus friends. It was truly a fun time.

The Baton Rouge chapter is next up for the Louisiana shows. Their show is Sunday M
6". Whydo®t you join some of us and make p
you snip a bloom or two and make a few
never take that first step. Then by the time our show arrives on Sunday Mgy @@ 6 |
alreadybe a veteran and be in the hunt for a few gold ribbons.

Connie Chauvin is this yearod6s show chai
How about looking over the volunteer list and see if you can help on Set up Saturday
on the Sunday of owshow? Who knows you may want to join some of us and volunteel
for both days. What better way is there to support your club and get to know better soi
of our special members?

TuesdayMay®i s our next i mportant chaphoeour me
upcoming show and how you can help. Have you already volunteered? Have Yy
committed to providing a special food item of your choice? Will you do your best tc
promote our show as often as you possibly can? Your chapter needs your help. Join
Tuesday night and find outhowyoucanhéjppe e you Tuesday ni gh
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A few of the Head Table Winners at the NOLA Hibiscus Show




